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¥ RANKED PROSPECTS (1-40)

RANK PLAYER POS. TEAM LEAGUE YR GRADE PAGE
1 Connor Bedard C Regina Pats WHL DY A 42
2 Adam Fantilli C Univ. of Michigan NCAA DY A 52
3 Leo Carlsson LW/C  Orebro HK SHL DY A 63
4 Matvei Michkov RW  SKA-1946 St. Petersburg MHL DY A 75
5 Zach Benson LW Winnipeg Ice WHL DY A 91
6 Ryan Leonard RW/C  U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY A 103
7 Will Smith C U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY A n3
8 Oliver Moore C U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY A 126
9 David Reinbacher D EHC Kloten NL DY A 138

Dmitri Simashev D Loko Yaroslavl MHL DY A 147
Dalibor Dvorsky C AIK HockeyAllsvenskan DY A 157
Quentin Musty LW Sudbury Wolves OHL DY A 172
Gracyn Sawchyn C/RW  Seattle Thunderbirds WHL DY A 182
Calum Ritchie C Oshawa Generals OHL DY A 191
Axel Sandin Pellikka D Skellefted AIK J20 J20 Nationell DY A 201
Matthew Wood LW/C  Univ. of Connecticut NCAA DY A 213
Colby Barlow RW Owen Sound Attack OHL DY A 222
Gabe Perreault LW U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY A 230
Andrew Cristall LW Kelowna Rockets WHL DY A 239
Samuel Honzek LW Vancouver Giants WHL DY A 253
Gavin Brindley RW Univ. of Michigan NCAA DY A 261
Brayden Yager Moose Jaw Warriors WHL DY A 270
Tom Willander D Rogle BK J20 J20 Nationell DY A 278
Daniil But RW Loko Yaroslavl MHL DY A 287
Eduard Salé RW HC Kometa Brno U20 Czechia U20 DY A 296
Nate Danielson C Brandon Wheat Kings WHL DY A 307
Riley Heidt C Prince George Cougars WHL DY B 315
Oscar Fisker Mglgaard C HV71 J20 J20 Nationell DY B 329
Jayden Perron RW Chicago Steel USHL DY B 339
Mikhail Gulyayev D Omskie Yastreby MHL DY B 349
Ethan Gauthier RW Sherbrooke Phoenix QMUHL DY B 361
Beau Akey D Barrie Colts OHL DY B 368
Nick Lardis RW Hamilton Bulldogs OHL DY B 376
Luca Cagnoni D Portland Winterhawks WHL DY B 384
Bradly Nadeau C Penticton Vees BCHL DY B 393
Otto Stenberg LW/C  Frélunda HC J20 J20 Nationell DY B 398
Caden Price D Kelowna Rockets WHL DY B 410
Lukas Dragicevic D Tri-City Americans WHL DY B 420
Tanner Molendyk D Saskatoon Blades WHL DY B 429
Koehn Ziemmer RwW Prince George Cougars WHL DY B 438
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RANK PLAYER POS. TEAM LEAGUE YR GRADE PAGE
41 Felix Nilsson C Rogle BK J20 J20 Nationell DY B 449
42 David Edstrom C Frélunda HC J20 J20 Nationell DY B 456
43 Danny Nelson C U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY B 462
44 Kalan Lind C/LW  Red Deer Rebels WHL DY B 468
45 Trey Augustine G U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY B 474
46 Matthew Mania D Sudbury Wolves OHL DY B 476
47 Charlie Stramel C Univ. of Wisconsin NCAA DY B 482
48 William Whitelaw C Youngstown Phantoms USHL DY B 488
49 Joseph Willis LW/C  Saginaw Spirit OHL DY B 497
50 Aram Minnetian D U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY B 504
51 Quinton Burns D Kingston Frontenacs OHL DY B 512
52 Hunter Brzustewicz D Kitchener Rangers OHL DY B 518
53 Coulson Pitre RW Flint Firebirds OHL DY B 525
54 Michael Hrabal Omaha Lancers USHL DY B 531
55 Carter Sotheran D Portland Winterhawks WHL DY B 533
56 Oliver Bonk D London Knights OHL DY B 537
57 Timur Mukhanov RW Omskie Yastreby MHL DY B 544
58 Beckett Hendrickson LW U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY B 551
59 Alexander Rykov RW Belye Medvedi Chelyabinsk MHL DY B 555
60 Anton Wahlberg LW Malmo Redhawks J20 J20 Nationell DY B 561
61 Lenni Hdmeenaho RW/LW Assat Liiga DY B 567
62 Kasper Halttunen RW HIFK Liiga DY B 573
63 Connor Levis RW/C  Kamloops Blazers WHL DY B 583
64 Noah Dower Nilsson LW/C  Frolunda HC J20 J20 Nationell DY B 587
65 Alex Ciernik RW Sddertalje SK J20 J20 Nationell DY B 595
66 Easton Cowan C London Knights OHL DY B 601
67 Juraj Pekarcik LW HK Nitra Slovakia DY B 607
68 Carson Rehkopf C/RW  Kitchener Rangers OHL DY B 612
69 Aydar Suniev LW Penticton Vees BCHL DY B 617
70 Gavin McCarthy D Muskegon Lumberjacks USHL DY C 623
71 Etienne Morin D Moncton Wildcats QMJHL DY C 627
72 Roman Kantserov RwW Stalnye Lisy Magnitogorsk MHL DY C 633
73 Jacob Fowler G Youngstown Phantoms USHL DY C 638
74 Theo Lindstein D Brynas IF J20 J20 Nationell DY C 640
75 Andrew Strathmann D Youngstown Phantoms USHL DY C 648
76 Cameron Allen D Guelph Storm OHL DY C 657
77 Andrew Gibson D Soo Greyhounds OHL DY C 667
78 Maxim Strbak D Sioux Falls Stampede USHL DY C 672
79 Denver Barkey C London Knights OHL DY C 678
80 Tuomas Uronen RW HIFK U20 U20 SM-sarja DY C 685
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RANK PLAYER POS. TEAM LEAGUE YR GRADE PAGE
81 Mathieu Cataford RW Halifax Mooseheads QMUHL DY C 691
82 Luca Pinelli C Ottawa 67's OHL DY C 696
83 Damian Clara G Farjestad BK J20 J20 Nationell DY C 702
84 Hoyt Stanley D Victoria Grizzlies BCHL DY C 704
85 Felix Unger Sérum RW/LW Leksands IF J20 J20 Nationell DY C 708
86 Albert Wikman D Farjestad BK J20 J20 Nationell DY C 713
87 Luke Coughlin D Rimouski Océanic QMUHL DY C 718
88 Alexander Hellnemo G Skellefted AIK J20 J20 Nationell DY C 722
89 Jake Fisher C Cretin-Derham Hall USHS-MN DY C 724
90 Rodwin Dionicio D Windsor Spitfires OHL D+1 C 730
91 Vojtech Port D Edmonton Oil Kings WHL DY C 737
92 Aiden Fink RW Brooks Bandits AJHL DY C 740
93 Francesco Dell'elce D St. Andrew's College CISAA DY C 743
94 Juha Jatkola KalPa Liiga D+3 C 748
95 Jesse Kiiskinen RW Pelicans U20 U20 SM-sarja DY C 750
96 Rasmus Kumpulainen C Pelicans U20 U20 SM-sarja DY C 757
97 Jakub Dvorak D Bili Tygfi Liberec Czechia DY C 763
98 Jayson Shaugabay C Warroad High USHS-MN DY C 769
99 Noel Nordh RW Brynas IF J20 J20 Nationell DY C 775

100  Adam Gajan G Chippewa Steel NAHL D+1 C 780
101 Hudson Thornton D Prince George Cougars WHL D+1 C 782
102 Tommaso De Luca C Spokane Chiefs WHL DY C 793
103 Jordan Tourigny D Shawinigan Cataractes QMUHL DY C 796
104  Andrei Loshko C Chicoutimi Saguenéens QMUHL DY C 800
105 Gavyn Thoreson LW Andover Huskies USHS-MN DY C 803
106 Cole Knuble RW Fargo Force USHL D+1 C 809
107 Isac Hedqvist LW/C  Luled HF J20 J20 Nationell DY C 815
108 Dylan MacKinnon D Halifax Mooseheads QMUJHL DY C 820
109 Carson Bjarnason G Brandon Wheat Kings WHL DY C 825
110 Jimmy Clark C Green Bay Gamblers USHL DY C 827
m Cole Brown RW Hamilton Bulldogs OHL DY C 831
12 Nico Myatovic C/RW  Seattle Thunderbirds WHL DY C 834
13 Saige Weinstein D Spokane Chiefs WHL DY C 838
14 Egor Sidorov LW Saskatoon Blades WHL D+1 C 841
15 Martin Misiak C Youngstown Phantoms USHL DY C 846
116 Zach Nehring RW Shattuck St. Mary's 18U Prep  USHS-Prep DY C 850
n7 Chase Cheslock D Rogers USHS-MN DY C 854
18 Paul Fischer D U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY C 859
19 Luke Mittelstadt D Univ. of Minnesota NCAA D+1 C 862
120 Brady Cleveland D U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY C 868
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RANK PLAYER POS. TEAM LEAGUE YR GRADE PAGE
121 Michael Hagens D Chicago Steel USHL DY C 871
122 Donovan McCoy D Peterborough Petes OHL DY C 874
123 Griffin Erdman LW Waterloo Black Hawks USHL DY C 878
124 Alex Pharand C Sudbury Wolves OHL DY C 881
125 Lucas St. Louis D Dubuque Fighting Saints USHL DY C 884
126 Alex Weiermair C/RW  U.S.National U18 Team USDP DY C 888
127 Jonathan Castagna C St. Andrew's College CISAA DY C 891
128 Carey Terrance C Erie Otters OHL DY C 896
129 Tyler Peddle LW Drummondville Voltigeurs QMUHL DY C 901
130 Arttu Karki D Tappara U20 U20 SM-sarja DY C 904
131 Kalem Parker D Victoria Royals WHL DY C 909
132 Noah Chadwick D Lethbridge Hurricanes WHL DY C 913
133 Zeb Forsfjall C/LW  Skellefted AIK J20 J20 Nationell DY C 916
134 Michael Burchill LW Dubuque Fighting Saints USHL DY C 921
135 Emil Pieniniemi D Karpat U20 U20 SM-sarja DY C 924
136 Ignat Lutfullin RW SKA-Varyagi im. Morozova MHL DY C 929
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Chris Able D Chicago Steel USHL DY F 1569
Tanner Adams C Tri-City Storm USHL DY C 1018
David Adaszynski LW Calgary Hitmen WHL DY F 1598

32 Beau Akey D Barrie Colts OHL DY B 368
Arttu Alasiurua Karpat U20 U20 SM-sarja DY D 1092
76 Cameron Allen D Guelph Storm OHL DY C 657
Vilmer Alriksson LW Djurgardens IF J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1510
Hunter Anderson LW Shattuck St. Mary's 18U Prep  USHS-Prep DY F 1378
Matthew Andonovski D Kitchener Rangers OHL DY F 1416
Reid Andresen D Medicine Hat Tigers WHL DY F 1601
lvan Anoshko C Dinamo-Shinnik Bobruysk MHL DY F 1491
Alexander Assadourian C/LW  Niagara IceDogs OHL DY F 1418
45 Trey Augustine G U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY B 474
Samuel Barcik D HKM Zvolen Slovakia DY F 1339
79 Denver Barkey C London Knights OHL DY C 678
17 Colby Barlow RW Owen Sound Attack OHL DY A 222
Alexis Beaulac D Shawinigan Cataractes QMUHL DY F 1460
Owen Beckner C Salmon Arm Silverbacks BCHL DY F 1332
1 Connor Bedard C Regina Pats WHL DY A 42
5 Zach Benson LW Winnipeg Ice WHL DY A 91
Patriks Berezins Tri-City Storm USHL D+2 D 1315
Arvid Bergstréom D Djurgérdens IF J20 J20 Nationell DY C 1003
Tristan Bertucci D Flint Firebirds OHL DY C 951
Attilio Biasca Halifax Mooseheads QMJHL D+2 D 1198
Kevin Bicker LW Jungalder Mannheim U20 DNL U20 DY D 1087
Brady Birnie LW Swift Current Broncos WHL DY F 1603
109 Carson Bjarnason G Brandon Wheat Kings WHL DY C 825
Philippe Blais-Savoie D Tri-City Storm USHL DY C 1022
lan Blomquist G Vasteras IK HockeyAllsvenskan D+2 D 1317
56 Oliver Bonk D London Knights OHL DY B 537
Daniil Bourosh RW Rouyn-Noranda Huskies QMJHL D+1 F 1462
Zachary Bowen G London Knights OHL DY F 1643
Braeden Bowman RW Guelph Storm OHL D+2 D 170
Morgan Brady D Spruce Grove Saints AJHL DY D 1077
21 Gavin Brindley RW Univ. of Michigan NCAA DY A 261
Finn Brink LW Maple Grove High USHS-MN DY D 1m0
m Cole Brown RW Hamilton Bulldogs OHL DY C 831
Benjamin Brunelle LW Rouyn-Noranda Huskies QMJHL DY F 1464
52 Hunter Brzustewicz D Kitchener Rangers OHL DY B 518
Boston Buckberger Lincoln Stars USHL D+2 D 1229
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Cole Burbidge LW Saint John Sea Dogs QMUHL DY F 1466
134 Michael Burchill LW Dubugue Fighting Saints USHL DY C 921
Austin Burnevik RW U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY C 942
51 Quinton Burns D Kingston Frontenacs OHL DY B 512
Davis Burnside RW Ohio State Univ. NCAA D+1 D 133
Grayson Burzynski D Swift Current Broncos WHL DY F 1603
24 Daniil But RW Loko Yaroslavl MHL DY A 287
34 Luca Cagnoni D Portland Winterhawks WHL DY B 384
3 Leo Carlsson LW/C  Orebro HK SHL DY A 63
Kalle Carlsson C/LW  Orebro HK J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1513
Cayden Casey C Andover High USHS-MN DY F 1381
127 Jonathan Castagna C St. Andrew's College CISAA DY C 891
81 Mathieu Cataford RW Halifax Mooseheads QMUHL DY C 691
Adam Cedzo LW HC Ocelari Trinec U20 Czechia U20 DY F 1341
Aiden Celebrini D Brooks Bandits AJHL DY D 1079
Andon Cerbone Youngstown Phantoms USHL D+1 D 1232
Charlie Cerrato LW U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY D 157
132 Noah Chadwick D Lethbridge Hurricanes WHL DY C 913
Gennadi Chaly D Waterloo Black Hawks USHL DY D 1235
n7 Chase Cheslock D Rogers USHS-MN DY C 854
Alex Christopoulos RW Windsor Spitfires OHL D+2 F 1420
65 Alex Ciernik RW Sodertélie SK J20 J20 Nationell DY B 595
83 Damian Clara G Farjestad BK J20 J20 Nationell DY C 702
110 Jimmy Clark C Green Bay Gamblers USHL DY C 827
120 Brady Cleveland D U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY C 868
Ryan Conmy RW Sioux City Musketeers USHL DY D 1237
Joseph Connor C Avon Old Farms School USHS-Prep DY F 1384
Seth Constance D Tri-City Storm USHL DY F 1571
Cooper Conway RW Andover Huskies USHS-MN DY D m3
Matt Copponi C Merrimack NCAA D+2 D 135
Joey Costanzo G Niagara IceDogs OHL DY F 1645
Charles Coteé D Rimouski Océanic QMUHL DY F 1468
87 Luke Coughlin D Rimouski Océanic QMUHL DY C 718
Sam Court D Brooks Bandits AJHL D+1 F 1330
66 Easton Cowan C London Knights OHL DY B 601
19 Andrew Cristall LW Kelowna Rockets WHL DY A 239
Mai Crnkic RW/C  BrynasIF J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1516
Cody Croal LW Muskegon Lumberjacks USHL D+2 C 1025
Ty Daneault RwW Drumbheller Dragons AJHL DY C 933
26 Nate Danielson C Brandon Wheat Kings WHL DY A 307
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Alexis Daviault D Erie Otters OHL DY D nr2
Nathaniel Day Flint Firebirds OHL DY C 1065

102 Tommaso De Luca C Spokane Chiefs WHL DY C 793
Mikey DeAngelo LW Green Bay Gamblers USHL DY C 1028
Frantisek Degj C HC Modre Kridla Slovan Slovakia?2 DY F 1343
Kocha Delic Sudbury Wolves OHL D+1 C 954

93 Francesco Dell'elce D St. Andrew's College CISAA DY C 743
Matthew DiMarsico LW Green Bay Gamblers USHL D+1 D 1240

90 Rodwin Dionicio D Windsor Spitfires OHL D+1 C 730

64 Noah Dower Nilsson LW/C  Frélunda HC J20 J20 Nationell DY B 587

38 Lukas Dragicevic Tri-City Americans WHL DY B 420
Aiden Dubinsky D Univ. of Minnesota Duluth NCAA D+1 F 1406
Tyler Duke D Ohio State Univ. NCAA D+1 D 137

97 Jakub Dvorak D Bili Tygfi Liberec Czechia DY C 763

n Dalibor Dvorsky C AIK HockeyAllsvenskan DY A 157
Adam Dybal G HC Energie Karlovy Vary U20  Czechia U20 DY F 1647

42 David Edstrom C Frélunda HC J20 J20 Nationell DY B 456
Brayden Edwards C Lethbridge Hurricanes WHL DY D 1284
Santeri Elo LW TPS U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1347
Michael Emerson RW Chicago Steel USHL D+1 F 1573

123 Griffin Erdman LW Waterloo Black Hawks USHL DY C 878
Matteo Fabrizi D Red Deer Rebels WHL DY F 1607

2 Adam Fantilli C Univ. of Michigan NCAA DY A 52
Jonathan Fauchon C Blainville-Boisbriand Armada  QMJHL D+1 F 1470
Niks Fenenko D Baie-Comeau Drakkar QMUHL D+1 D 1201
Antonio Fernandez D Lincoln Stars USHL D+1 F 1575
Ryan Fine C U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY D 1160

92 Aiden Fink RW Brooks Bandits AJHL DY C 740
Emmitt Finnie C Kamloops Blazers WHL DY F 1610

18 Paul Fischer D U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY C 859

89 Jake Fisher C Cretin-Derham Hall USHS-MN DY C 724

28 Oscar Fisker Mglgaard C HV71J20 J20 Nationell DY B 329
P.J. Forgione D Saginaw Spirit OHL DY F 1422

133 Zeb Forsfijall C/LW  Skelleftea AIK J20 J20 Nationell DY C 916
Drew Fortescue D U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY C 945
Cooper Foster C Ottawa 67's OHL DY C 960

73 Jacob Fowler G Youngstown Phantoms USHL DY C 638

100 Adam Gajan G Chippewa Steel NAHL D+1 C 780
Brad Gardiner C Ottawa 67's OHL DY D 175
Ethan Gardula LW Cushing Academy USHS-MN DY F 1388
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31 Ethan Gauthier RW Sherbrooke Phoenix QMUHL DY B 361
Sebastien Gervais Saginaw Spirit OHL DY F 1425
77 Andrew Gibson D Soo Greyhounds OHL DY C 667
Justin Gill Sherbrooke Phoenix QMUHL D+1 F 1472
Kooper Gizowski LW Spokane Chiefs WHL DY F 1613
Terrell Goldsmith D Prince Albert Raiders WHL DY D 1287
Jacob Guévin D Nebraska-Omaha NCAA D+1 D 141
Rudy Guimond Taft School USHS-Prep DY F 1649
30 Mikhail Gulyayev D Omskie Yastreby MHL DY B 349
Salvatore Guzzo RW U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY F 1411
121 Michael Hagens D Chicago Steel USHL DY C 871
Ty Halaburda Vancouver Giants WHL DY C 1044
62 Kasper Halttunen RW HIFK Liiga DY B 573
61 Lenni Hdmeenaho RW/LW Assét Liiga DY B 567
Kaden Hammell D Everett Silvertips WHL DY D 1289
Ty Hanson D Sioux City Musketeers USHL DY D 1243
Jeremy Hanzel D Seattle Thunderbirds WHL D+2 C 1048
Sam Harris LW Sioux Falls Stampede USHL D+1 D 1246
Ethan Hay C Flint Firebirds OHL DY F 1428
107 Isac Hedqvist LW/C  Luled HF J20 J20 Nationell DY C 815
27 Riley Heidt C Prince George Cougars WHL DY B 315
Marek Hejduk RW Harvard Univ. NCAA D+1 D 145
Hugo Hell D Farjestad BK J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1519
88 Alexander Hellnemo Skellefted AIK J20 J20 Nationell DY C 722
58 Beckett Hendrickson LW U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY B 551
Joseph Henneberry C Acadie-Bathurst Titan QMUHL DY D 1204
Ty Henricks LW Muskegon Lumberjacks USHL DY D 1249
Daniel Heroux Kimball Union USHS-Prep DY F 1651
Ty Higgins D Acadie-Bathurst Titan QMUHL DY D 1206
London Hoilett RW Calgary Hitmen WHL DY F 1616
James Hong LW Waterloo Black Hawks USHL DY F 1577
20 Samuel Honzek LW Vancouver Giants WHL DY A 253
54 Michael Hrabal G Omaha Lancers USHL DY B 531
Dylan Hryckowian RW Cedar Rapids RoughRiders USHL D+1 D 1251
Axel Hurtig D Rogle BK J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1521
Mikhail Ye. llyin Almaz Cherepovets MHL DY C 994
Nikita Ishimnikov D Avto Yekaterinburg MHL DY F 1493
Elias Jansson LW Karpat U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1349
Kai Janviriya D U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY D 163
Emil Jarventie LW lives U20 U20 SM-sarja DY D 1096
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94 Juha Jatkola G KalPa Liiga D+3 C 748
Beau Jelsma LW/C  Barrie Colts OHL D+1 C 963
Daniel Alexander Jencko ~ C/LW  Malmo Redhawks J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1524
Aron Jessli LW Pickering Panthers OJHL DY D 131
Cameron Johnson C Chicago Steel USHL DY F 1579
Jacob Julien London Knights OHL D+1 D 178
Jimi Junkkari D Pelicans U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1351
Kalle Kangas D Jokerit U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1353
72 Roman Kantserov RW Stalnye Lisy Magnitogorsk MHL DY C 633
130 Arttu Karki D Tappara U20 U20 SM-sarja DY C 904
Olle Karlsson D Orebro HK J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1527
Daniil Karpovich D Avto Yekaterinburg MHL DY C 997
Artyom Kashtanov C Avto Yekaterinburg MHL DY F 1495
Larry Keenan D Culver Academy USHS-Prep DY D mz
Sean Keohane D Dexter School USHS-Prep DY C 935
Ruslan Khazheyev G Belyve Medvedi Chelyabinsk ~ MHL DY F 1653
Nikolai Khvorov LW Omskie Yastreby MHL D+1 D 1210
95 Jesse Kiiskinen RW Pelicans U20 U20 SM-sarja DY C 750
Justin Kipkie D Victoria Royals WHL DY C 1053
Peetu Kiukas D SaiPa U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1356
David Klee LW Waterloo Black Hawks USHL DY F 1582
Yegor Klimovich LW Sibirskie Snaipery Novosibirsk MHL DY F 1497
106 Cole Knuble RW Fargo Force USHL D+1 C 809
Matteo Koci D HC Energie Karlovy Vary U20  Czechia U20 DY F 1345
Ryan Koering D Eden Prairie USHS-MN DY D 121
Cameron Korpi G Tri-City Storm USHL D+1 C 1067
Kristian Kostadinski D Frélunda HC J20 J20 Nationell DY F 15629
Carter Kowalyk D Edmonton Oil Kings WHL DY F 1619
Roman Kukumberg LW HC Modre Kridla Slovan Slovakia?2 DY D 1089
96 Rasmus Kumpulainen C Pelicans U20 U20 SM-sarja DY C 757
Emil Kuusla LW Jokerit U20 U20 SM-sarja DY D 102
Andrew Kuzma RW Madison Capitols USHL DY C 1031
A.J. Lacroix LW Chilliwack Chiefs BCHL DY F 1335
Axel Landén D HV71 J20 J20 Nationell DY C 1007
33 Nick Lardis RwW Hamilton Bulldogs OHL DY B 376
Maél Lavigne LW Baie-Comeau Drakkar QMUHL DY F 1474
Charles-Alexis Legault D Quinnipiac NCAA D+2 C 940
Hugo Lejon RW/C  Vasteras IK J20 J20 Nationell DY C 101
6 Ryan Leonard RW/C U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY A 103
Tom Leppa C Jokerit U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1358
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Mazden Leslie D Vancouver Giants WHL DY C 1056
63 Connor Levis RW/C  Kamloops Blazers WHL DY B 583
44 Kalan Lind C/LW  Red Deer Rebels WHL DY B 468
74 Theo Lindstein D Brynas IF J20 J20 Nationell DY C 640
Jaden Lipinski C Vancouver Giants WHL DY C 1060
Harrison Lodewyk LW Prince Albert Raiders WHL DY F 1621
Yoan Loshing C Moncton Wildcats QMJHL D+1 F 1476
104 AndreiLoshko C Chicoutimi Saguenéens QMUHL DY C 800
Preston Lounsbury C Moncton Wildcats QMJHL DY F 1479
Tanner Ludtke C Lincoln Stars USHL DY C 1033
Max Lundgren G Des Moines Buccaneers USHL D+3 F 1655
136 Ignat Lutfullin RW SKA-Varyagi im. Morozova MHL DY C 929
Angus MacDonell C/LW  Mississauga Steelheads OHL DY D 1180
108 Dylan MacKinnon D Halifax Mooseheads QMJHL DY C 820
Connor MacPherson RW Leamington Flyers GOJHL DY F 1400
Ryan MacPherson C Leamington Flyers GOJHL DY F 1402
Hudson Malinoski C Brooks Bandits AJHL D+1 D 1081
Calem Mangone RW Saginaw Spirit OHL DY C 968
46 Matthew Mania D Sudbury Wolves OHL DY B 476
Matteo Mann D Chicoutimi Saguenéens QMUHL DY C 988
Quinn Mantei D Brandon Wheat Kings WHL DY D 1292
Giacomo Martino LW St. Michael's Buzzers OJHL DY F 1364
Anton Maryshev D MHK Spartak Moskva MHL DY D 1213
Lukas Matecha G Pardubice Czechia DY C 1069
Matthew Mayich D Ottawa 67's OHL DY F 1431
70 Gavin McCarthy D Muskegon Lumberjacks USHL DY C 623
122 Donovan McCoy D Peterborough Petes OHL DY C 874
Will McDonough C Sioux Falls Stampede USHL DY F 1585
Deagen McMillan RW Tri-City Americans WHL DY D 1295
Luke McNamara C Saginaw Spirit OHL DY D 183
Cooper Michaluk G Spokane Chiefs WHL DY F 1657
4 Matvei Michkov RW SKA-1946 St. Petersburg MHL DY A 75
Ethan Miedema LW Kingston Frontenacs OHL DY C 972
Marco Mignosa RW Soo Greyhounds OHL DY F 1434
Quentin Mlller G Quebec Remparts QMJHL DY C 107
Cole Miller RW Edmonton Oil Kings WHL DY D 1298
50 Aram Minnetian D U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY B 504
15 Martin Misiak C Youngstown Phantoms USHL DY C 846
19 Luke Mittelstadt D Univ. of Minnesota NCAA D+1 C 862
39 Tanner Molendyk D Saskatoon Blades WHL DY B 429
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Ondrej Molnar LW Erie Otters OHL DY C 977
Blake Montgomery LW Mount St. Charles Academy Prep  USHS-Prep DY F 1391
8 Oliver Moore U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY A 126
Lucas Moore D Hamilton Bulldogs OHL DY F 1437
71 Etienne Morin D Moncton Wildcats QMUHL DY C 627
Vadim Moroz RW Dinamo Minsk KHL D+1 D 1216
Ty Mueller C Nebraska-Omaha NCAA D+2 D 148
57 Timur Mukhanov RW Omskie Yastreby MHL DY B 544
Carsen Musser G U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY C 1073
12 Quentin Musty LW Sudbury Wolves OHL DY A 172
Sutter Muzzatti C/LW  RPI NCAA D+2 D 1150
n2 Nico Myatovic C/RW  Seattle Thunderbirds WHL DY C 834
Sawyer Mynio D Seattle Thunderbirds WHL DY D 1300
35 Bradly Nadeau C Penticton Vees BCHL DY B 393
Nikita Nedopyokin C SKA-Varyagi im. Morozova MHL DY F 1500
116 Zach Nehring RW Shattuck St. Mary's 18U Prep  USHS-Prep DY C 850
43 Danny Nelson C U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY B 462
Jackson Nevers RW Edina High USHS-MN DY D 125
41 Felix Nilsson C Roégle BK J20 J20 Nationell DY B 449
99 Noel Nordh RW Brynas IF J20 J20 Nationell DY C 775
Jesse Nurmi LW KooKoo U20 U20 SM-sarja DY D 1105
Anton Ohlsson C Brynas IF J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1532
Sam Oremba LW Regina Pats WHL DY F 1623
Owen Outwater C Kingston Frontenacs OHL DY F 1440
Aksels Ozols G HS Riga Latvia DY F 1659
Marcus Pacheco RW Kelowna Rockets WHL DY F 1626
Joe Palodichuk D Fargo Force USHL D+2 D 1254
131 Kalem Parker D Victoria Royals WHL DY C 909
Lee Parks RW Vernon Vipers BCHL DY D 1083
129 Tyler Peddle LW Drummondville Voltigeurs QMJHL DY C 901
Oliver Peer RW/C  Windsor Spitfires OHL D+2 D 1186
67 Juraj Pekarcik LW HK Nitra Slovakia DY B 607
Christopher Pelosi Sioux Falls Stampede USHL DY D 1258
Janne Peltonen D Karpat U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1360
Matthew Perkins LW Youngstown Phantoms USHL D+1 F 1588
18 Gabe Perreault LW U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY A 230
29 Jayden Perron RW Chicago Steel USHL DY B 339
Dominik Petr Lukko U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1363
James Petrovski D Owen Sound Attack OHL DY F 1443
Hugo Pettersson LW HV71J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1535
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RANK PLAYER POS. TEAM LEAGUE YR GRADE PAGE
124 Alex Pharand Sudbury Wolves OHL DY C 881
135 Emil Pieniniemi D Karpat U20 U20 SM-sarja DY C 924
82 Luca Pinelli Ottawa 67's OHL DY C 696

Aaron Pionk D Waterloo Black Hawks USHL D+2 C 1036
Chase Pirtle RW Mount St. Charles Academy Prep  USHS-Prep DY D 1128
53 Coulson Pitre RW Flint Firebirds OHL DY B 525
Eric Pohlkamp D Cedar Rapids RoughRiders USHL D+1 C 1039
Benjamin Poitras C Sioux City Musketeers USHL DY D 1260
91 Vojtech Port D Edmonton Oil Kings WHL DY C 737
37 Caden Price D Kelowna Rockets WHL DY B 410
Eero Prihti D Assat U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1367
Scott Ratzlaff G Seattle Thunderbirds WHL DY C 1075
Benjamin Rautiainen RW Tappara U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1369
68 Carson Rehkopf C/RW  Kitchener Rangers OHL DY B 612
9 David Reinbacher D EHC Kloten NL DY A 138
Ilvan Remezovsky D SKA-1946 St. Petersburg MHL DY F 1502
Yegor Rimashevsky LW MHK Dynamo Moskva MHL DY F 1505
14 Calum Ritchie C Oshawa Generals OHL DY A 191
Elis Rix RW Vaxjo Lakers HC J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1538
Ben Robertson D Waterloo Black Hawks USHL DY D 1262
Charlie Robertson North Bay Battalion OHL DY D 1319
Milo Roelens LW Sherbrooke Phoenix QMUHL D+1 C 991
Austin Roest RW/C  Everett Silvertips WHL D+1 D 1303
Anthony Romani RW North Bay Battalion OHL DY C 981
Lucas Romeo RW Chicoutimi Saguenéens QMUHL DY F 1481
Jake Rozzi LW Youngstown Phantoms USHL D+1 D 1265
59 Alexander Rykov RwW Belye Medvedi Chelyabinsk MHL DY B 555
Jacob Sagadin C Vaxjo Lakers HC J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1540
Lukas Sagranden RW Orebro HK J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1542
25 Eduard Salé RW HC Kometa Brno U20 Czechia U20 DY A 296
15 Axel Sandin Pellikka D Skellefted AIK J20 J20 Nationell DY A 201
Olivier Savard D Saginaw Spirit OHL DY F 1446
13 Gracyn Sawchyn C/RW  Seattle Thunderbirds WHL DY A 182
lan Scherzer C/LW  Rogle BK J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1545
Garrett Schifsky C Waterloo Black Hawks USHL D+2 F 1591
Bennett Schimek RW Providence NCAA D+2 F 1409
Albert Schioldan RW HV71 J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1548
Zachary Schulz D U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY C 948
Eli Sebastian C Green Bay Gamblers USHL D+1 F 1594
Ethan Semeniuk Vancouver Giants WHL DY F 1628
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Niklas Seppanen D Karpat U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1372
Kaden Shahan RW Sioux City Musketeers USHL DY D 1268
Magomed Sharakanov D MHK Dynamo Moskva MHL DY D 1218
Zachary Sharp D Cedar Rapids RoughRiders USHL DY D 127
98 Jayson Shaugabay Warroad High USHS-MN DY C 769
Oren Shtorm RW Everett Silvertips WHL DY D 1306
14 Egor Sidorov LW Saskatoon Blades WHL D+1 C 841
Nicholas Sima RW Saginaw Spirit OHL DY F 1449
10 Dmitri Simashev D Loko Yaroslavl MHL DY A 147
Filip Sitar C AIK J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1551
Svante Sjodin C Orebro HK J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1554
Carter Slaggert LW U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY F 1413
Jake Sloan C Tri-City Americans WHL D+1 F 1630
Hampton Slukynsky G Warroad High USHS-MN DY D 1321
Yegor Smirnov C Almaz Cherepovets MHL DY F 1508
7 Will Smith C U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY A 13
Blake Smith D Flint Firebirds OHL DY D 1188
Konnor Smith D Peterborough Petes OHL DY F 1451
55 Carter Sotheran D Portland Winterhawks WHL DY B 533
Matthew Soto RW Kingston Frontenacs OHL DY C 984
Spencer Sova D Erie Otters OHL D+1 D 190
Jan Sprynar RW Rimouski Océanic QMJHL DY D 1208
Jan Spunar G Portland Winterhawks WHL DY D 1323
Cam Squires RW Cape Breton Eagles QMJHL DY F 1483
Maél St-Denis Rimouski Océanic QMUHL DY F 1485
125 Lucas St. Louis D Dubuque Fighting Saints USHL DY C 884
Hunter St. Martin LW Medicine Hat Tigers WHL DY F 1634
Elliot Stahlberg RW Farjestad BK J20 J20 Nationell DY D 1226
Jakub Stancl LW Vaxjo Lakers HC J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1557
84 Hoyt Stanley D Victoria Grizzlies BCHL DY C 704
Blake Steenerson RW Maple Grove High USHS-MN DY F 1394
36 Otto Stenberg LW/C  Frolunda HC J20 J20 Nationell DY B 398
Lucas Stockselius C Djurgérdens IF J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1560
47 Charlie Stramel C Univ. of Wisconsin NCAA DY B 482
75 Andrew Strathmann D Youngstown Phantoms USHL DY C 648
78 Maxim Strbak D Sioux Falls Stampede USHL DY C 672
Tomas Suchanek G Tri-City Americans WHL D+2 D 1325
69 Aydar Suniev LW Penticton Vees BCHL DY B 617
Nikita Susuyev LW MHK Spartak Moskva MHL DY D 1221
Joel Svensson C/RW  Vaxjo Lakers HC J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1563
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Brandon Svoboda Youngstown Phantoms USHL DY D 1275
Niklas Talvikunnas D HPK U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1374
128 Carey Terrance Erie Otters OHL DY C 896
105 Gavyn Thoreson LW Andover Huskies USHS-MN DY C 803
101 Hudson Thornton D Prince George Cougars WHL D+1 C 782
Anton Topilnyckyj D Charlottetown Islanders QMJHL DY F 1486
Djibril Toure D Sudbury Wolves OHL D+2 D 195
103 Jordan Tourigny D Shawinigan Cataractes QMUHL DY C 796
Teddy Townsend C Eden Prairie USHS-MN DY F 1397
Oliver Tulk C Calgary Hitmen WHL DY D 1309
85 Felix Unger Sérum RW/LW  Leksands IF J20 J20 Nationell DY C 708
Samuel Urban G Sioux City Musketeers USHL DY F 1661
80 Tuomas Uronen RW HIFK U20 U20 SM-sarja DY C 685
Noa Vali G TPS U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1663
Borya Valis LW Regina Pats WHL D+1 F 1636
Josh Van Mulligen D Medicine Hat Tigers WHL DY F 1638
Nicholas Vantassel RW Green Bay Gamblers USHL D+1 D 1278
Visa Vedenpaa G Karpat U20 U20 SM-sarja DY D 1327
Emmanuel Vermette LW Chicoutimi Saguenéens QMJHL DY F 1488
Petter Vesterheim C Mora IK J20 J20 Nationell DY F 1566
Will Vote RW  U.S.National U18 Team USDP DY D 1166
60 Anton Wahlberg LW Malmo Redhawks J20 J20 Nationell DY B 561
Ryan Walsh C Cedar Rapids RoughRiders USHL D+2 F 1596
126 Alex Weiermair C/RW  U.S. National U18 Team USDP DY C 888
n3 Saige Weinstein D Spokane Chiefs WHL DY C 838
Melvin Wersall RW/LW Djurgardens IF J20 J20 Nationell DY C 1014
Ethan Whitcomb RW Muskegon Lumberjacks USHL D+1 D 1281
48 William Whitelaw C Youngstown Phantoms USHL DY B 488
86 Albert Wikman D Farjestad BK J20 J20 Nationell DY C 713
23 Tom Willander D Rogle BK J20 J20 Nationell DY A 278
49 Joseph Willis LW/C  Saginaw Spirit OHL DY B 497
Jeremy Wilmer RW  Boston University NCAA D+2 D 152
Zaccharya Wisdom LW/RW Cedar Rapids RoughRiders USHL D+1 C 1042
16 Matthew Wood LW/C  Univ. of Connecticut NCAA DY A 213
Logan Wormald LW Lethbridge Hurricanes WHL DY D 1312
Florian Xhekaj LW Hamilton Bulldogs OHL D+1 F 1454
22 Brayden Yager C Moose Jaw Warriors WHL DY A 270
Stanislav Yarovoi RW Vityaz KHL D+2 D 1224
Otso Ylitalo C Karpat U20 U20 SM-sarja DY F 1376
Radel Zamaltdinov RW Irbis Kazan MHL DY C 999
Austin Zemlak D Victoria Royals WHL DY F 1640
Adam Zidlicky LW/RW Mississauga Steelheads OHL DY F 1457
40 Koehn Ziemmer RW Prince George Cougars WHL DY B 438
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¥ INTRODUCTION

Finally, a normal, ordinary scouting season. No interruptions. No cancelled tournaments. No significant logistical hurdles. Just a
whole lot of great hockey and the chance to scout as compelling a draft class as we’ve seen in our four years of draft guide
work at Elite Prospects.

The process started in August with the Hlinka Gretzky Cup, and it came to a close in May or June with the U18s or the Memorial
Cup — depending on who you talk to. Most scouts on the team side will amass upwards of 150-plus live viewings in that period,
compiling a mountain of game reports in the process, and then review each other’s work with a series of crossover viewings on
film.

We try to approximate that process at Elite Prospects with a team of 13 scouts covering every corner of the hockey world, mixing
in a combination of live viewings and film work to help amass as comprehensive a set of data as possible to inform our decisions
as we build our final board for each year’s draft. As always, our partners at InStat Hockey proved invaluable to this process; their
inventory of film and data made this all possible.

There is a definite asymmetry of resources and person-hours in the NHL's favour, but we do our best with what we’'ve got, and
our legitimacy as a go-to resource for coverage of the draft and the prospect sphere more broadly is such that we're able to
consult with many of the sport’s decision-makers and cross-examine our work on a nearly constant basis. It's all part of the
process.

The culmination of that work is our longest draft board and as expansive a list of prospects as has ever been included in an Elite
Prospects draft guide. All told, we ranked 136 players for this year’s draft, and we’ve included 403 prospects in the guide — both
the highest marks in the history of the Elite Prospects draft guide.

There were some contentious debates within our ranks, many of which will rage beyond this draft. Some compromises were
made between diverging opinions. It's always a delicate balance, finding a way to make everyone happy and proud with the end
result of this year-long journey.

Luckily, | can say with a great degree of confidence that we got there. We pored over this ranking repeatedly — player by player,
region by region — until we were certain that wed produced the best board that most reflected the work and opinion of our
scouts.

There’s no real suspense at No. 1in this year’s draft. That's been Connor Bedard’s spot for some time now, and all he’s done this
year is consolidate his hold on that spot. Adam Fantilli made things interesting at the start of the season, but a cool showing at

the World Juniors next to Bedard’s superhuman performance put that all to rest. You come at the king, you best not miss.

That doesn’t necessarily mean that Fantilli is entrenched at No. 2, though. That may be the broad consensus in the public sphere
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and even the conclusion that we arrived at in our final ranking, but this isn't quite the case on the team side. Don’'t be surprised
at all if it's Leo Carlsson who is the first to follow Bedard onto that stage in Nashville.

Where things really get interesting is at No. 4 overall. We're not that far removed from this year being thought of as the Connor
Bedard and Matvei Michkov Draft, but that’s clearly no longer the case. Michkov’s contract extension which keeps him in Russia
until 2026 and the geopolitical fallout of Russia’s illegal invasion of Ukraine have some teams cool on the prospect of taking him
with a top-five pick.

The most likely candidate to step into that void is Will Smith, the standout first-line centre for the USNTDP’s U18 team. We ranked
him as the No. 7 prospect in this year’s draft, but many in the industry, particularly on the team side, view him as among the
draft’s three or four best players.

This is the point where the draft starts to open up. Zach Benson is the clear No. 5 prospect in this year’s draft by our reckoning,
but that doesn’t appear to reflect the feelings of NHL decision-makers. Increasingly, it looks like he might fall from the top-10
entirely.

Some combination of Ryan Leonard (No. 6 on our final ranking), David Reinbacher (9), Dalibor Dvorsky (11), Colby Barlow (17), Axel
Sandin Pellikka (15), Nate Danielson (26), and Tom Willander (23) will likely make up the rest of the five-to-ten range, and from
there, it's the wild west in this year’s draft.

Whatever happens, you'll be ready to follow along with the Elite Prospects 2023 NHL Draft Guide. We've accumulated 404
individual scouting reports, along with thousands of unique game reports that offer a game-by-game look at our process and the
evolution of these players over their draft year, complete with manually tracked data sets from our directors of North American
and European scouting, Mitch Brown and Lassi Alanen.

This is the biggest, best draft guide we've ever produced at Elite Prospects, and we can’t wait for you to dive right in and see for
yourself.

¥ ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Our first set of acknowledgments has to go to the people who have helped turn EP Rinkside and the Elite Prospects scouting team
into the powerhouse that it is today.

This project can't happen without the work that Mitch Brown, Cam Robinson, David St-Louis, Lassi Alanen, J.D. Burke, Daniel Gee,
Joey Padmanabhan, Lauren Kelly, Russ Cohen, Greg Balloch, Jimmy Hamrin, Marek Novotny, and Dylan Griffing all put in over the
course of this season.

Likewise, we would like to acknowledge the support of EverySport Media Group. They’ve provided our staff with the resources nec-
essary to see this project through, and they’ve been unwavering in their support of everything we do at Elite Prospects.

Specifically, a due of gratitude to Peter Sibner, Johan Nilsson, and Uffe Bodin for all of their support of everything we do on the Elite
Prospects scouting team and over at EP Rinkside.

J.D. Burke | Editor-in-Chief @JDylanBurke
J.D. Burke is the Editor-in-Chief of EP Rinkside, the editorial branch of Elite Prospects. His work has
appeared previously on TheAthletic, Sporting News, and The Nation Network. Burke is an established
name in the amateur scouting community, with nearly a decade of experience covering the NHL Entry
Draft and prospects in at least some capacity.




é NHL Draft Guide e

Meet The Team

Mitch Brown | Dir. of North American Scouting @MitchLBrown
Mitchell Brown is the Elite Prospects Dir. of North American Scouting. Based out of
Canmore, Alberta, the perfect location for his climbing passion, Brown regularly attends
WHL games. Possessing an equal amount of scouting and culinary skKills, if he wasn&#39;t

spending 12 hours a day tracking games from every major league in North America, hed
be running his own pizza place.

Lassi Alanen | Dir. of European Scouting @lassialanen

Lassi Alanen is the Elite Prospects Dir. of European Scouting. On top of regularly attending
Liiga and U20 SM-sarja games in Finland, where he’s based, Alanen followed both the
Russian and Swedish leagues closely this season through video. Over the past season, he
has been tracking the draft-year data of many of the past top European prospects. His
historical stats and viewings have helped us contextualize the performance of many of the
top players from the 2023 draft class.

David St-Louis | Lead Scout @DavidSt_Louis

Based out of Trois-Rivieres, Quebec, David St-Louis is a writer and the Lead Scout for Elite
Prospects. He wrote previously for TheCoachesSite and SBNation’s ‘Eyes on the Prize’ blog.
He’s watched more hockey than probably everyone in your life combined, and that just
accounts for this season’s work.

Cam Robinson | Dir. of Film Scouting @Hockey_Robinson
Cam Robinson is the Director of Film Scouting for EP Rinkside, analyzing and assessing
prospects from around the globe. A regular contributor on Sportsnet 650, and the face
of Elite Prospects on Instagram, Robinson is a strong hockey media presence. He's also a
middle school generalist teacher, a father of two, a husband of one, and an avid reader.
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Lauren Kelly | OHL Scout @laurkelly24

Lauren Kelly is based just north of Toronto and an alumnus of TMU's Sport Media program.
When she’s not accidentally injuring herself in some bizarre fashion, seeing a doctor for yet
another health problem, or running the Elite Prospects social media accounts, Lauren also
spends a ridiculous amount of time sitting in traffic while driving to OHL games (usually in
Mississauga). She has also dabbled in OHL colour commentary and previously wrote for SB
Nation.

Daniel Gee | USHS, BCHL, and WHL Scout @DanielGScouting

A student of the details of the game and compulsive note-taker, Daniel Gee writes by far the
longest game reports amongst our staff. His daily novels and unrivaled passion for High School
hockey help our team unearth some of the hidden gems in each draft class. Based in Prince
George, where some on our team think he lives among actual cougars, Gee also regularly
attends WHL games. On top of his High School and crossover video work, he follows both
the top WHL and BCHL prospects closely.

Dylan Griffing | Russian Regional Scout @GriffingDylan

Dylan Griffing is a writer and the Russian regional scout for Elite Prospects while being based
out of Wisconsin, USA. He spends his time tracking data, playing Football Manager, doing
puzzles, and then staying up until four in the morning watching Russian junior hockey. He is
very grateful for his three cats, Lulu, Lola, and Pandy, who constantly distract him while he
tries to get work done.

Greg Balloch | Goaltending Scout @GregBalloch

Greg Balloch is the goaltending scout for Elite Prospects, providing scouting reports, video
analysis, and player grades for goaltenders across the hockey world. He is also a radio
producer and broadcaster for Sportsnet 650 Vancouver, and Digital Media Manager for the
BC Hockey League.




% NHL Draft Guide Mest The Team

Jimmy Hamrin | Swedish Regional Scout @jimmyhamrin

Jimmy Hamrin is the Swedish regional scout for EliteProspects. His work has appeared
previously in McKeen’s, and he also contributes to HockeySverige. A rink rat with a passion
for scouting, Hamrin is plugged into his region’s Junior hockey, always having the latest
news on its prospects. He closely watches the region, looking to find the next great
Swedish NHLer.

Joey Padmanabhan | USHL Scout @joeypad2

Joey Padmanabhan traded in his skates and stick for a pen and notepad, joining the Elite
Prospects Rinkside team as a USHL scout. He played AAA hockey in Chicago, going toe-
to-toe with many of the players he now scouts in the USHL. When he’s not taking notes or
watching film, he continues to give us ice-level intel, as he’s still meeting top draft-eligible
prospects on the ice for scrimmages.

Russ Cohen | American Scout @sportsology

Russ Cohen is an American scout for Elite Prospects, covering the professional and NCAA
ranks, as well as being an accomplished writer for Sportsology and radio host for the
Sportsology Radio Network. He covers the New York Rangers and Philadelphia Flyers on
the NHL side, too. His work has appeared on NHL.com, CSNPhilly.com, FoxSports, The
Hockey News, and countless other venues. He also co-hosted Hockey Prospect Radio on
NHL Network Radio as part of the SiriusXM network.

Marek Novotny | Czechia and Slovakia Regional Scout @MarekNovotny96
Marek Novotny is the Elite Prospects Czechia and Slovakia regional scout, as well as a
contributor to EP Rinkside. Novotny has been passionate about hockey since he was a child,
and he turned that passion into a professional pursuit in 2019 when he worked for a year
with his hometown hockey team, HC Slovan Usti nad Labem, as a business manager. He’s
continued to work in hockey, completing an internship at the Czech Hockey Association and
working in the sales department for Bili Tygfi Liberec of the Czech Extraliga.




Glossary

DOT(TED) LINE: STRIDE EXTENSION:

An invisible line that runs parallel The generation of power in a

to the boards from the defensive stride, characterized by a push
zone faceoff dot to the offensive and extension finishing behind the
zone faceoff dots, dividing the player, ideally with a toe push and
“‘interior” of the ice and “exterior” ankle twist.

of the ice.

STRIDE RECOVERY: GAP CONTROL.: RISK-MITIGATING FOOTWORK:

The forward movement of the The management of distance A rush defence strategy that emphasizes

extended leg, ideally under between the defender and attacker; middle-and-out backpedal routes,

the shoulders finished with a an ideal gap is often stick-on-stick backward momentum, and avoiding

90-degree knee bend. to limit options, and increase the weight-committing crossovers until the
odds of a break up and recovery of attacker has as few options as possible.

possession.




PROBLEM-SOLVING
SKILLS/ADAPTABILITY:
The ability to locate a
secondary or tertiary
play after an unexpected
variable alters or
eliminates the primary
option.

SLIP PASS:

An alternative to the saucer
pass where the player

pulls the puck in towards
their skates then passes,
changing the angle of
release.

SMALL-AREA GAME:
The puck control,
handling, and skating
that allow a player to
maneuver through traffic,
and often times, escape
traffic.

HOOK PASS:

An alternative to the
saucer pass where the
player lengths their grip
to change of angle of
the pass.

RUSH PATTERNS: The combination of routes,
stickhandling, and skating habits (especially crossover
usage) that a player uses in transition.

DECEPTION: The ability to mask intentions by
indicating another play, ranging from fakes shots to
more complex combinations of look-offs and subtle
body fakes.

PACE: The speeds at which a player can execute;
often characterized by active feet through pressure,
passes, and puckhandling.

OFF-PUCK OFFENCE: The movement a player makes
into pockets of space for supporting the offence or
becoming a scoring threat, often timed with passes
or shots to decreases odds of getting tied up by the
defending team.

OFF-PUCK DEFENCE: How a player defends players
without the puck, including but not limited to: net-front
defence and closing gaps to deter passes.

AWARENESS: How often, when, and where a player
scan’s the ice.

PROCESSING: The speed at which a player picks up
on the details of the play, including the speed, direction,
weight-shift, flexion, stick and feet angle of teammates
and opponents (and the space between them).

ANTICIPATION: Ability to fill the blanks of perception
based on the knowledge and experience of the game,
his team’s system, and the opposition’s.

TIMING: A player’s ability to organize his movements to
be in a position to make a play at the right time.

SELF-AWARENESS: A player’s ability to know what
plays are accessible based on his skill-level.

MANIPULATION: The use of movement, puck
positioning, passing, or deception to move defenders
away from the player’s desired space or lane.

ADVANTAGE CREATION: Plays made with the
intention of maximizing the recipient’s time, space, and
options with the puck.

BODY POSITIONING: A player’s ability to put himself
between the puck and opponent, by cutting in front of
that opponent.

PUCK PROTECTION: A player’s ability to use his body
(knee, free-arm, and back), skating and handling moves
to shield the puck and escape pressure.
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Ratings System Explained

You'll note that we grade our draft-eligible skaters based on six criteria using a 1-to-9 linear rating scale. Where necessary,
we've applied half-grades to widen the range of outcomes. The six items that we've identified as most crucial to the
evaluation process are as follows: skating, shooting, passing, puckhandling, hockey sense, and one’s physical ability. For
posterity, the absence of something from our rating rubric isn’'t evidence of its absence in our evaluation. We've covered
every base, whether it’s firsthand analysis gleaned from entire days spent in musky rinks sipping stale coffee or making
phone calls to the scouts who hold the levers of power at the NHL draft. Now, let's get into the specific player tools that
help shape the form of our analysis.

¥ SKATING

This one seems pretty straightforward, right? Think again. So much goes into a player’s skating, and then there’s a whole heap of
contributing factors that help one determine whether there is room for improvement, the capacity for development, etc.

Here are the items on our checklist when evaluating a player’s skating:
Input: ankle flexion, hip flexion, knee-bend, stride extension, stride recovery, torso angle, hip tilt, head movement, arm swing.
Output: three-step explosiveness, top-end speed, agility (four-way mobility).
Habits (frequency and timing of usage): crossover usage,, in-motion plays, cutbacks, heel-to-heel (ten-and-two), motor.

Most of these items are covered in the glossary section of the EliteProspects 2023 NHL Draft Guide. If it's not, then we feel as
though it’s relatively commonplace in hockey conversations and not worthy of the space.

¥ SHOOTING

You know it when you see it. Some players can sling the puck with such thunderous force and surgical precision as to leave their
opponents completely helpless. The Patrik Laines, Auston Matthews, and Shea Webers of the world deploy this threat on a shift-
to-shift basis, and they make it look easy.

Then there’s everyone else. For the remainder of the league, it's about increasing one’s ability to create offence on the margins
with tactical efficiency rather than any overwhelming physical force.

Here are some of the items that help us evaluate the best shooters, the worst shooters, and everyone in-between:
Power
Shot placement
Diversity of shots and releases
Feet inside the release
Shot selection
Shooting under pressure

We've graded shooting including an off-puck timing/pocket of space identification variable, much like how there are more sense-
based attributes in the passing section.

¥ PASSING

Rigorous, peer-reviewed work in the analytics sphere has shown that playmaking is the ability that holds up best in the fight
against Father Time. One can build a lengthy, productive NHL career playing the role of a set-up man rather than a finisher. It's a
pretty valuable skill, even if it doesn’t earn one as much time in the limelight.
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Here are the items we’ve honed in on as indicative of one’s passing ability:
Diversity of passes
Directionality
Deception
Quick-possession reads
Willingness to pass

Just like shooting, we've graded passing while also including some hockey sense elements, like the awareness and anticipation of
a player and his ability to create lanes by manipulating defenders.

¥ PUCKHANDLING

The ratio of relative importance to controlling the flow of play or goals to the highlight reel potential of puckhandling is per-
haps the most disproportionate of any ability in any sport. The list of phenomenal puckhandlers who couldn’t bring enough
value elsewhere to justify their position in the NHL is a mile long.

This is a list of the items we consider when evaluating a player's puckhandling ability:
Technique (top hand positioning, rolling motion, posture...)
Hip pocket handling
In-motion handling
Backhand use
Underhandling
First-touch plays

¥ HOCKEY SENSE

The Elite Prospects Dir. of North American Scouting, Mitch Brown, put it best when describing hockey sense, saying “hockey
sense is like borscht; everyone has their own recipe”

We've tried to create our own version of hockey sense, and in so doing created a fairly extensive list of items, some of which
would suffice for a player rating all their own:

Habits: Rotations, awareness (scanning).

Reads: Processing, adaptability, anticipation, planning, manipulation.

Decision-making: feel for what plays are open or not, self and role awareness, play selection.

¥ PHYSICAL

The NHL is doubtless a more accommodating environment for smaller, more skilled
players. Even so, it's inherently more difficult for players with certain physical profiles
than others. Size is one of the few things one can’t teach.

On top of a player’s willingness to be physical, these are the items that helped us determine a player’s physical grade:
Skills: Body positioning, puck protection, absorbing contact, escaping contact, plays from the boards to the inside lane.
Strength: height, weight, force, stamina.
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The 1-t0-9 Rating Scale

We've introduced a 1-to-9 linear rating scale for six player attributes.

Definition: the grade represents the most likely outcome of the player’s tool in the NHL. This doesn’t include just regular NHLers,
but includes the 900-plus skaters who play in the NHL in any given season.

A 5 means that we project this skill, at minimum, to be NHL average, an 8 projects to be a high-end skill, and a 3 means not
NHL-calibre.

1 2] (s [a) (s (e[ (8] [o]

Not NHL-calibre NHL-average High-end skill

The Grading System

Two competent interlocutors might process the same information and arrive at different conclusions. It's true of almost any
field, within reason of course.

The average NHL draft board is somewhere between 80-120 players long, and I've yet to speak with a single team that’s
ever finished their list.

With that, we wanted to help offer a more holistic, single-use metric to account for a player’s acceptable range based on
our determination of the player’s skill set, upside, and certainty. Someone might not make our final draft ranking, but that

doesn’t mean there isn’t a reasonable range where they should go.

This grading system works as follows.

C

First Round Second Round Third-to-Fifth Round Sixth-to-Seventh Do Not Draft
Grade Grade Grade Round Grade
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Making Of The Draft Board

At Elite Prospects, our goal is to provide readers with as much information as possible on prospects. Open up a player’s profile
and you will see his scoring numbers, an NHL comparison, a quick description from NHL executives, a detailed breakdown of their
game, our game reports, and for many of these players, manually tracked data.

But our work only feels complete when we also explain why we ranked them the way we do. In some cases, this is what matters
the most. We want to give insight into the process itself; a messy, fun, exhausting, and challenging affair with a lot of literal ups
and downs.

Before you dive into this making of, if you're not familiar with the A- and B-level players of the draft, it's probably best that you
read through the guide first and then come back to this section. All of the stats and tracked data we refer to in our explanations
can also be found on each player’s profile.

¥ CHAPTER1-THE BIG FOUR

Connor Bedard may have never left his spot perched atop our ranking in the No. 1 spot, but wed be lying if we said that we
hadn’t considered another prospect for the top of our board. There was a small window between October and December where
we felt it was worth discussing Adam Fantilli's claim to the top spot.

Coming into the season, Fantilli's tools already earned the admiration of our staff. Couple that with his historic start to his NCAA
season and the rapid development of the tactical side of his game at Michigan, and it felt like he had an outside chance at
usurping Bedard at the top of this class.

There’s a character trait that unites many of the people you see ranking and evaluating prospects both in the public and private
sphere: They enjoy debates. This is both a quality and a flaw. On the one hand, it’s good to think outside the box and challenge
public consensus; on the other hand, this kind of desire to be a contrarian is a bias in itself. Sometimes, it can lead one down the
wrong path.

“I have Bedard ahead of Fantilli, but | think there is still a discussion to be had. Fantili might have a better impact than Bedard on
the boards and defensively in the NHL, at least at first,” Elite Prospects lead scout and resident Devil's advocate David St-Louis
said in our first meeting back in December. “Fantilli is also a centre and a power forward, so a couple of NHL teams might be
considering him at first overall”

St-Louis likes to challenge opinions, especially his own (at whiplash-inducing speed). While his analysis usually ends up nuanced,
the process to arrive at his takes looks anything but. Players shift up and down his mental board like they’re on a roller coaster
and he likes to invite everyone else along for the ride. The scout’s channel in our Slack is just a rollercoaster of St-Louis’
consciousness, lined with paragraphs of text and clips as he seeks out the opinions of others to help settle debates within himself.

The more cool and calculated approach of the team’s scouting directors — Mitchell Brown on the North American side and Lassi
Alanen on the European side — with their meticulously tracked data sets act as counterbalances. Both of them like to accumulate
viewings, reason through projections, and build their takes over time.

A few weeks after our first meeting, Bedard’s incredible World Juniors erased any possibility of a race for the top. His
performance made it clear that he was the crown jewel of the draft, the lone candidate for the No. 1 overall spot.

With Bedard locked in, the debate shifted to the No. 2 spot. Fantilli, Leo Carlsson, and Matvei Michkov, the three other elite
prospects of the draft, all looked like candidates for it.
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At first, the 2023 NHL Draft was supposed to be a two-horse race between Bedard and Michkov, but some small concerns
knocked Michkov off the first overall track early in the draft season.

As our Russian regional scout Dylan Griffing stated in a couple of early draft meetings, Michkov searched for his identity with SKA
St. Petersburg. As he looked to integrate himself at the professional level, his playmaking game took the backseat. He started
funnelling shots on net from every angle. His more stream-lined plays and poor decisions with the puck hid his creativity and
instincts.

“l started questioning where he would be on our list last season,” said Griffing in our December meeting. “At the moment, he has
more of a junior game. There’s a lot to like, but also some questions about his play. | think he’s pretty solidly in that number four
spot for me.”

We knew his talents hadn’t left him, but his development didn't seem to progress as fast as Fantilli's, who was becoming a much
better off-puck player in Michigan, and Carlsson’s, who was becoming increasingly comfortable at the SHL level.

Later in the season, Michkov’s hockey sense started to shine through once he joined HK Sochi, a freer environment that allowed
him to take control of the offence.

Yet, even as Michkov’s performance improved and some of the concerns about his season faded, he never quite managed to rise
up from his fourth overall spot. That ranking still felt right for the majority of our scouts who watched him throughout the season.
Though, we should mention that Alanen did push to move him up, as the Russian was tops in his historical data set in many
categories.

“'m Team Michkov,” announced Lassi Alanen. “His playmaking and transition game has looked a lot better and he has been more
engaged defensively in the second half. If we want to prioritize upside, we have to have Michkov at three.”

While we do value upside the most as a team, we also take into account the prospect’s chance of reaching their upside
(certainty) and, to a lesser extent, his versatility — or ability to integrate a secondary role, if he falls short of that upside, too.

NHL teams do have to hit on their top picks to furnish their team with talent, and just because a player may have an easier path
to the NHL doesn’t necessarily mean that he has less upside. Subjectively, we feel that toolsy, smart, and versatile prospects tend
to adapt their game and develop better than the more specialized ones.

The gap in upside between Michkov and Fantilli and Carlsson felt much smaller, compared to the gap in the certainty of their
projection.

Because you can't really call Michkov versatile. Although he has a large arsenal of high-end scoring tools, the winger is at his
best when he can impose his style of play; when he can play in anticipation, move ahead of puck movements, hold on to it, and
orchestrate elaborate passing plays. To succeed in the NHL, he might need a coach who understands his game, who gives him a
bit more leeway, and who runs the offence through him.

Carlsson and Fantilli would also work best in such an environment, but they can fall back on other parts of their game if they
can't find the back of the net on a given night. They can better mould their style of play to their teammates, and adapt to
different roles on the team and to different in-game situations.

Versatility matters when thinking ahead to the playoffs and the construction of All-Star, championship-calibre teams.

So while Michkov might surpass Carlsson and Fantilli's production in his prime by 10-20 points, we project that the more well-
rounded game of the two other forwards could enable them to control and impact the game just as much as Michkov.
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¥ CHAPTER 2 - THE USNTDP

Zach Benson checked most of the main boxes in our evaluation. He's got a multi-dimensional game, top-line upside, and we're
confident in his chance of reaching that upside. It's why he cemented himself as the fifth-best prospect in the draft for us.

It takes a lot to impress Brown, our most detailed and dedicated evaluator, but as he compulsively tracked more and more games
of Benson, his appreciation for the forward’s play only grew.

“He’s one of the best playmakers that has come through the draft since we started doing this, at least on the North American
side.” Brown said in our March meeting. “He’s just so adaptable. You can put him with any combination of linemates and that’s
instantly the best line on the team.”

Benson impacts more areas of the game than Will Smith. He’s better along the boards, better in the defensive zone, better in
transition (both as a carrier and a passer). And despite the size difference, we project that he will remain more effective in all of
these facets as he matures. He can also accomplish a few of the same highlight-reel moves as Smith and he’s better at picking
his spot to use them, too.

We also believe that Benson has the capacity to generate a higher impact in all facets of the game, along with a higher
production potential than both Ryan Leonard and Oliver Moore. Benson’s hockey sense grade is a full point higher than Leonard’s
and two points ahead of Moore’s on our sheet.

After Benson, the six to nine spots on our board belonged to the USNTDP.

Leonard, Smith, and Moore rapidly shifted around these spots in the second half of the season, reflective of our team’s difficulty
ranking them.

“In the last five or so games that I've watched, | think I'm leaning Moore over Smith,” said Joey Padmanabhan in our March
Meeting. “He is such a dynamic skater. | don't think he employs changes of pace as much as he should, but | think the potential
is there”

“I'd say I'm probably one of the higher on Smith here,” said Elite Prospects Dir. of Film Scouting Cam Robinson in a Slack
discussion. “And one of my biggest concerns is how he’ll perform in tighter situations. This one might bite me down the road, but
| think Smith is ahead of Moore by a clear margin.”

‘I have witnessed Smith do well in games with tons of scouts,” countered Russ Cohen, one of our crossover scouts. “He isn't
phased. | think Leonard is overall the best guy in terms of NHL translatable skills in the whole program, but at the moment (in
March), 'm putting Smith and Moore ahead. Smith because of the playmaking and Moore because of the speed.”

“It's a toss-up for me. | think, if pressed, | lean Smith, but that changes from one day to the next,” added EP Rinkside Editor-in-
Chief and NCAA scout J.D. Burke, who followed all of these prospects live at the U18s.

Robinson, Cohen, and Burke are three of our more industry-connected scouts. They all have their personal preferences — Cam for
pacey, creative forwards; Cohen for prospects who pay attention to the details of the game; and Burke for those who please his
primal desire for violence — but they also bring a well-rounded point of view to these meetings.

The external pressure to rank Smith ahead mounted as the season went on and he became a consensus top-five pick for

most draft outlets and NHL teams. Although we had our doubts about the centre in the middle months of the campaign, we
appreciated his evolution at the end of the season. His skating improved and his decision-making, too. He became more efficient
in his choices of plays.

His upward trajectory contrasted with Moore’s, who arguably became more entrenched in some bad habits as the season went
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on. We continuously put forth the argument that the USNTDP’s second-line centre lacked the supporting cast of Smith on the
ice. To us, that's why he didn't score and tried to overly create with his speed, but as the gap between Smith’s and Moore’s
performance and development grew, we couldn't justify keeping Moore ahead anymore, even if a couple of our scouts continued
to think of him as the best prospect on the team.

That said, at some point, we realized what united us all is our shared love of Leonard’s game. We chose him for the sixth overall
slot to be consistent with our ranking philosophy and evaluation and to reflect the majority opinion. But more than that, we truly
believe in his upside.

Leonard arguably added just as much if not more to his game over the course of the season than Smith did. He also showed
more diverse skills than both Smith and Moore. And while there’s a gap between Smith’s and Leonard’s playmaking skills, when
given an opportunity, the shoot-first Leonard showed us that he can also manipulate defenders to open passing lanes. We like
his vision. His shot, skating, physical and small-area game, and defensive play project better to the NHL than Smith. And he also
projects as a better scorer and physical player than Moore.

After slotting Leonard and Smith at sixth and seventh, Moore became our de facto eighth overall prospect. While many scouts
outside our team came down on his upside as the year went on, stating decision-making issues, we think Moore’s above-average
sense will shine through as he develops.

¥ CHAPTER 3 - BALANCING UPSIDE AND CERTAINTY

We placed the two top defencemen of the draft class after the three USNTDP forwards, as we believe there is a gap in upside
between the two groups. The three forwards could all become top-line play-drivers and, while the two defencemen could also
ascend to an NHL top-pair, their chance of that seems slightly smaller.

Teams will have more control over David Reinbacher’s development than Dmitri Simashev’s. Reinbacher is also more aggressive
and confident in the offensive zone. These two qualities usually lead to faster and better development. For those reasons, and
because Alanen pushed for it, we ranked Reinbacher a spot ahead.

On our first board in December, we placed Dalibor Dvorsky at seventh overall. That was mostly because St-Louis saw more
potential in the Slovak prospect’s tools and fought to keep him in the top 10. But even at the time, our European Scouts — Lassi
Alanen, Jimmy Hamrin, and Marek Novotny — already ranked him between 10 and 15.

“He’s not as exciting as Will Smith or Oliver Moore, but he has many great habits,” said St-Louis in our December meeting. “He’s
very attentive to details, rotates well, moves pucks off the boards, and has interesting rush mechanics. There are many NHL
elements in his game.”

After sliding down our board during the year, due to his average performances in HockeyAllsvenskan, the 10-to-15 range is where
Dvorsky ultimately wound up. We put him at 11th behind the two defencemen, as in a vacuum, a No. 3 defenceman has more
value to us than a second-line forward, the more likely role of most of the forwards ranked immediately after them.

In general, we barely value positions when ranking players. That factor only serves as a tie-breaker when we can’t decide
between two prospects on other merits.

All three forward positions are becoming so interchangeable in the NHL that player roles seem to matter less. And while
defencemen spend more time on the ice than forwards, highly skilled wingers and centres can more often change the outcome
of a game with one play. As a tie-breaker, if we are forced to choose, we still value defencemen a bit more than centres and
centres a bit more than wingers, the exception being first-line centres, who have the highest value of all.

Quentin Musty shares a similar upside as the USNTDP forwards. He debuted at 18th overall on our first board, mostly because
of the endorsement of St-Louis and Brown, but then climbed as Elite Prospects OHL scout Lauren Kelly, a skeptic at first, got on
board with his profile.
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“I've done a 180 on Musty from the beginning of the season,” said Kelly in our March meeting. “At the start of the year | wasn't
sure if he had the attention to detail and the defensive engagement, but he has just taken his game to another level. He has
looked amazing. He is dominant, scoring, and setting up plays. The backchecking has looked better. Really impressive player and
the upside is huge. That's why he is my top-ranked OHL player”

Although we believe in his potential, we held off on moving him too high. He settled at 12th overall. Musty possesses a lot of high-
end offensive tools, but he has a lot to clean up on the decision-making side to make his talents shine through every game. The
more certain projections of the prospects ahead of him had them win out in the end on our board.

The reason you see Musty and Gracyn Sawchyn higher on our lists than most others is because we value flashes of high-end
abilities disproportionally more than baseline performance. We want to see special elements, even if they're infrequent. We then
bank that those elements will become much more solid parts of a player's game as he matures.

Smart and inside-driven, both players showed many different dimensions to their game and some incredible moments of high-end
skills. They can chain stickhandling moves into deft passes to teammates, play a harder style of game, and score. All the top-six
forward ingredients are there in their game.

“Sawchyn has to go at 13 and I'm going to claim territory on this one,” said Brown in our February meeting. “The dynamic flashes
are right up there with some of the top guys in the WHL, except for Bedard. There is a lot of upside there. It’s just that sometimes
he fades in the background, but that could just be the consequence of being a third-line centre on a team with an absurd
amount of talent”

Some of the abilities of Musty, Sawchyn, and Calum Ritchie, the next prospect on our list, may have been hidden by their
environment. Musty lacked chemistry with his teammates in Sudbury; Sawchyn played down the lineup of a Memorial Cup-
contending Seattle team; and Ritchie lacked support in a weak Oshawa team.

We pushed the 6-foot-2 centre 14 spots after seeing him take over shifts in the OHL's second half and act as a strong two-way,
connective force at the U18s. Ritchie is almost a sure-fire NHLer, but he has the stickhandling skills and the vision to become a
top-six offensive driver.

We view him as having a similar upside as Axel Sandin Pellikka — a middle-of-the-lineup player with the possibility of more — but
as we have seen more Ritchie-like players translate to the NHL than Sandin Pellikka-like players, we ranked the centre ahead.

“Other defencemen like him, undersized and mobile ones from Sweden, struggled recently with the physicality of breakouts and
retrievals when they arrived in the NHL,” said St-Louis in our January meeting.

Our next prospect, Matthew Wood, is a special case, the highest boom-or-bust profile we have on our board. With a clear,
significant hurdle before joining the NHL — improving his skating — there is more risk in his projection. That risk weighed him
down our board, but we couldn’t bring him down further than the 16th overall spot due to the high upside, one he confirmed at
the U18s against his age group.

When we make our list, we don't purely rely on the eye test, although it's our primary evaluation tool. We also take into account
production. Wood'’s high numbers pushed him up our board during the season. And it's the same story for Colby Barlow.

If we only relied on the eye test evaluation, Barlow may not have featured inside our top-20, but we gave his 46-goals season
a bit more weight when ranking him. When a player’s production is that high, we don’t ignore it, as it sometimes points to
underlying talents that may not pop as much from an eye-test point of view.

“'m not sure how he’s scoring as often as he does,” said Kelly in our March meeting. “He’s putting himself in the right areas. He
can score off the rush and the shot is great. His upside isn’'t as high as Musty, but it's probably a safe bet that he will play on a
second or third line”
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Why Wood over Barlow?

Wood has more upside and a better playmaking game than Barlow; Barlow has the better scoring tools and the easier path to
the NHL. Already, between these two sets of qualities, we pick the first one. And there is also a clear hockey sense gap between
the two prospects. Wood's grade is a full point higher.

We also took into account production more highly when ranking Gabe Perreault and Andrew Cristall, two similar, highly talented,
but flawed prospects who had opposite trajectories on our board.

At the moment, we feel that their 18th and 19th overall placement accurately reflects their ceiling and high-end production. That
said, as this spot is a compromise between their boom and bust potential, a middle-ground, we may end up regretting the
placement no matter what happens with them.

Despite the pleas of USHL scout Padmanabhan, who favours upside the most on our team, Perreault didn’t feature on our first
December board.

At the time, our team saw him as the passenger on the top USNTDP line, before realizing that he was its main driver many
games. We pushed him in our first round on the following boards and then at 18th overall on this last one following his record-
breaking end of the season.

Anyone who listened to our draft meetings would know that we were always very conscious of the skating and translatability
issues of Cristall's game.

“It's one of those situations where you have him in the top 10, but do you really want to take him in the top 10?” said Brown in
our March meeting. foreshadowing the winger’s fall on our last list.

We stomached Cristall’'s flaws until the U18s and kept him high on our board despite our uneasiness with the placement, but at
the tournament, these flaws became too glaring to ignore. He dropped to the 19th overall spot. We refrained from dropping him
further, however, for the same reasons Perreault climbed: His high-level hockey sense and playmaking abilities.

Perreault moved ahead of Cristall because we see the USNTDP winger as being more adaptable than his WHL counterpart. As
one of the best play connectors of the draft, we feel he will better be able to mould his game to different linemates. Cristall
showed this season that, to succeed, his team’s offence needs to be funnelled through him.

That being said, one has to keep in mind that, placed in a more favourable situation, like Perreault's USNTDP, Cristall would
probably be seen in a better light by both the public and private spheres. And vice-versa for Perreault.

When ranking players, we like to run thought experiments like these to compare them and see past some of our perception
biases.

¥ CHAPTER 4 - HIGH CERTAINTY # LOW UPSIDE

Brown and Alanen’s tracked data also enables us to see through a players’ production and find the ones whose numbers may
not accurately reflect their potential.

Brayden Yager is potentially one such player. While his numbers suggest that he’s a top-end prospect in this draft, his average
advanced stats (and our eye test evaluation) made us question his play-driving skills during the season.

It's why the more toolsy and better play-driving Samuel Honzek moved ahead of him in the second half on our board.

If we're looking at more project picks, we prefer picking the ones that bring more quality ingredients to the table. Yager’s shot
surpasses Honzek’s, but the 6-foot-4 Slovak centre beats Yager in most other categories. There is quite a gap in playmaking and
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puck-retrieving talent between the two, especially.

Burke, who handles the NCAA side of our scouting, pleaded with us to push Gavin Brindley up our board. Relentless, he slowly
won his campaign over the course of the season.

While we do take into consideration historical tendencies — few 5-foot-8 forwards make the NHL — Brindley’s speed, well-rounded
game, and playmaking talent convinced us to push him ahead of Yager. While Yager is more toolsy, Brindley brings more dynamic
qualities, has a more mature game, and he performed better at a more difficult level already.

There are a lot of parallels that can be drawn between Brindley and Swedish defenceman Tom Willander’s style of play, upside,
and progression during the year. This is why they ended up in about the same place, only separated by Yager. Both prospects
focused more on the defensive side of their game at the start of the season, but then, as the calendar turned to 2023, their of-
fensive skills surfaced. They became better playmakers and puck-movers for their formations.

As they both rely more on a pace advantage to score, their scoring might become more limited at the next levels, however.

Contrary to players like Andrew Cristall and Gabriel Perreault, who also have a high ceiling and a low floor, we wouldn’t be com-
fortable drafting Eduard Salé and Daniil But in the top 20.

For Salé, it's because we came to view him as, at best, a complementary top-six NHL scorer. That's a valuable role, but we feel
Cristall and Perreault, if they reached their upside, could have a higher impact as top-six and powerplay half-wall playmakers.

But while it's the gap in ceiling that explains why Salé finds himself lower on our board than Cristall and Perreault, it's the opposite
for But.

Looking at the NHL population, there are even fewer players in the NHL that resemble But than Cristalls and Perreaults. We used
Gabriel Vilardi as a style comparison for But, however, Vilardi is 6-foot-3. The taller a player is, the harder it is for him to develop
the functional technical abilities needed, especially the agility, to score in the NHL.

So But’s projection is even less certain to us than one of the two smaller forwards

We also value age and development path when ranking prospects. The team that drafts him won’'t have as much control over his
development as he will play in the KHL, a lower-paced league that may not allow him to develop the movement habits he needs
to succeed in the NHL.

All in all, when computing all of the factors that go into their diverse projections, especially the gap in hockey sense between Cris-
tall/Perreault and But/Salé, the gap between the first two and the last two became large enough to insert four other players in it,

four NHL-paced, harder-working, two-way prospects, who may have easier paths to the NHL.

Once again, just because a player has a higher floor doesn't mean that his upside is any less high. If the development of Honzek,
Brindley, Yager, and Willander picks up, they could realistically end up reaching similar high roles in the lineup as But and Salé.

¥ CHAPTER 5 - PREFERENCES MATTER

Scouts’ preferences start to matter a lot more the deeper we go into our list.

From 26 to 32, you will find some players who maybe should be lower based on their combination of upside and certainty, on
their skills projection, or numbers, but who stuck in the range due to the confidence of one of our scouts.

This is especially true of Riley Heidt, Jayden Perron, and Mikhail Gulyayev.

Robinson, the biggest fan of Heidt on our team, and to a lesser extent, Elite Prospects crossover scout Daniel Gee, pushed to
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include Heidt, a lethal power play scorer, high on our board many times during the season. They both came down on him in the
latter part of the campaign, but they still felt that he belonged somewhere in that late-first area.

As for Perron, a player who once figured in our top 10, pushing him down proved a little more difficult, as it meant going against
our USHL scout, Joey Padmanabhan, the biggest believer in the Chicago Steel forward out there.

While it did make sense to us to have Perron this high on our first couple of boards based on his high upside, we couldn’t keep
him in that spot after we decided to remake our board with the same consistent philosophy.

In the latter half of the season, we tried our best to stick to a formula that had at its forefront upside but also factored in other
elements previously mentioned (certainty, skill, projectable habits, production, advanced stats profile, historical comparables, age,
development path, etc..). We ranked players in order of who subjectively scored the highest on that formula.

As there are very few 5-foot-8 players in the NHL, especially ones with closer-to-average skating, Perron slid down the board. His
course stopped at 29th overall, a spot where a team looking to swing for the fences could comfortably draft him, knowing that
few other upside bets of the type exist in that range.

The same discussions happened with Gulyayev.

Griffing likely would have placed him in our top 20, but the risk factor made him drop. Few 5-foot-10 defencemen get the same
opportunities as their taller counterparts, and Gulyayev’'s environment over the next few years might not offer him the guidance
and ice time he needs to understand how to use his skating ability and improve his reads. That being said, his elite mobility and
massive offensive upside had us keep him in our first round.

“Even if his defence isn't great right now, he always has the feet advantage and that’s a really solid base to improve off of,” wrote
Griffing in one of our Slack discussions.

Sprinkled around these three prospects are three others who don’t have the same upside, but who have a lot of professional
habits already and project very well to a middle-six NHL role. Their floor propped them up to our first round: Nate Danielson,
Oscar Fisker Mglgaard, and Ethan Gauthier. The better tools of the first two and their ability to play the centre position had them
move ahead of Gauthier.

Hamrin, an evaluator always on the lookout for NHL translatable players, had us put Fisker Mglgaard high on our board early in
the season, as he made his first steps in the SHL. As he continued to evolve during the season. it became clear to us that he
absolutely belonged in that range.

“A very smart kid. The offensive upside is not as high, but Fisker Mglgaard should definitely be in the 20s range,” confirmed
Hamrin in our March meeting. “It's a very safe pick there”

Beau Akey was the last prospect included in our top-32.

We wrote an article a couple of months ago that explained our ranking of the North American defencemen, but the playoffs and
the U18s changed our view of many of them. In the end, the smooth-skating Akey grabbed the pole position. We believe in his
shutdown game, but it’s really his more frequent flashes of offensive and puck-moving skills in the season’s second-half that gave
him the push.

¥ CHAPTER 6 - THE REST OF THE BOARD

As we move deeper into the board, the way we rank players shifts slightly. Our hard-line philosophy softens and gives way to
more creativity. Preferences start to matter more and more and we compare prospects less on their potential future impact and
more on their raw tools.
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A great endorsement, like the one Kelly gave for Joey Willis, is often enough to make us consider a prospect in our top-64.

We also move away from saying things like “these prospects should become better power play quarterbacks” and instead rank
players based on, for example, their passing skills and awareness, and hope that those abilities help them become NHL play-
drivers.

The reason is simple: As prospects get rawer and rawer, it becomes harder to envision them in NHL roles. As we can't project
their roles as clearly, the next best thing is to order them based on their talent level, while also keeping in mind comparables,
upside, and certainty.

As a general rule, players who possess at least one high-end ability get favoured over other ones who may show more
professional habits, but lack those special attributes. It's why the high-end mover Luca Cagnoni and the deft shooter Bradly
Nadeau moved ahead of the more vanilla Caden Price.

Gee made us see the light on Nadeau. In his eyes, he was exactly the kind of boom prospect you aim for early on the second
day of the draft.

“He’s a pure upside pick,” said Gee in our March meeting. “The only thing is that he’s currently going to Maine University, so we
don’t know how the development will go.”

Players like Danny Nelson and David Edstrom stand as an exception to that rule. Their game may lack top-six upside, but their
floor is too high to ignore. They’ve got NHL tools and professional habits.

As you can see from our reports, we do a lot of crossover scouting at Elite Prospects. This way, we can better compare players
across regions and guide them to the most appropriate area of our board. The one exception to our crossover method is goalie
scouting. The position is too complex for us mere skater evaluators.

Gregory Balloch, goalie scout extraordinaire, took care of our goalie scouting this season. He provided us with tool grades,
projected upsides, and also the ranges of the board that he felt each goalie belonged to. With his help, we added the netminders
and put the final touch to our list.

¥ CONCLUSION

Although we improve our ranking process every year, we came to terms over the last few seasons with the fact that it won't ever
be perfect. The list never feels finished, no matter how much we tweak it. Some placements will always feel wrong to some of
our scouts and we can’t avoid our biases.

That said, we tried as best as we could to not succumb to outside pressure and stay true to our own ideas and values when
making our board. Overall, this ranking accurately reflects our view of this draft class. We're thrilled with the result.

We hope that reading through this explainer and the profiles, the thousands of hours we put into the project shine through. And
as with every guide, we promise to come back next year with an ever more refined product, as we learn from our methods, mis-
takes, and, hopefully, our many hits.
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¥ SCOUTS POLL RESULTS

Best Straight-Line Skater

Tanner Connor Dmitri Adam
Molendyk Bedard Simashev Fantilli

Best Four-Way Mobility

4 =)
Connor Mikhail
Molendyk Simashev Bedard Gulyayev

Best Shot

Connor Adam Bradly Colby

Bedard Fantilli Michkov Nadeau Barlow
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Best Hands

Connor Andrew Matvei
Bedard Cristall Michkov Carlsson

Best Vision

Connor Zach Gabe
Bedard Benson Michkov Carlsson Perreault

Best Motor

Gavin
Benson Brindley Willander
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Highest Ceiling

Connor Adam
Bedard Fantilli Michkov Carlsson

Highest Floor

Connor Adam Ryan
Bedard Carlsson Fantilli Leonard Michkov

Best Offensive Defenceman

=]

Lukas Axel Luca Mikhail
Dragicevic Sandin Pellikka Cagnoni Gulyayev Reinbacher
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Best Neutral Zone Defender

Dmitri Tanner David Beau
Simashev Molendyk Reinbacher Akey Willander

Best Transition Defenceman

Axel Luca Matthew Dmitri
Sandin Pellikka Cagnoni Reinbacher Mania Simashev

Best Shutdown Defenceman

Dmitri
Simashev Reinbacher
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Best Offensive Forward

Connor Matvei Adam Zach
Bedard Michkov Fantilli Carlsson Benson

Best Transition Forward

Matvei Gavin
Bedard Fantilli Michkov Brindley

Best Two-Way Forward

Dalibor Gavin
Dvorsky Brindley
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Best Power Forward

Scouts Poll Results

Adam Quentin
Fantilli Leonard Musty

Hardest Hitter

Ryan
Cleveland Halttunen Leonard

Dvorsky Carlsson

Simashev Reinbacher
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¥ SCOUTING REPORT

What does one do atop the throne? Leave no doubt. Instead of
settling for simply being one of the best prospects the sport has
seen recently, Connor Bedard improved — dramatically.

Puckhandling Hockey Sense Physical
GP G A P P/GP
57 71 72 143 2.51
7 9 14 23 3.29

Connor Bedard
F | Regina Pats | WHL | 2023 Eligible
Games Tracked: 11 | Minutes Tracked: 198.1

Overall

Offence Transition Defenca

As his game expanded, so too did his list of accomplishments. His
production rivalled Connor McDavid’s, essentially going point-for- 100 100 88

point on a weaker squad. Then, there was his all-time World Juniors,
punctuated with that goal against Slovakia, cementing his place in
hockey lore before even setting foot in the NHL. He won just about
every award he was eligible for.

He left no doubt.

Shooting, handling, dynamic rushes — these are a few of Bedard’s
standout skills. His curl-and-drag shot — pull the puck in, elevate the
top arm, and narrow the stance to put the full body behind the shot
— will be mimicked for years to come.

Every step of the way, Bedard masks his intentions to multiple levels
of deception, attacks defenders at angles and with changes of pace,
and completes every play at blinding speed — a functional pace
unmatched by all but a select few NHLers.

Alone, those skills would carry Bedard to a top-line scoring role. But

} IIIIID!IIIIIUIIII

™
A
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as the WHL learned this season, those aren’t his only skills — not even close.

Bedard’s the ultimate adapter. When the shot from range didn't work, he played the off-puck game like a top-end NHLer. He
consistently worked to get open in space, detached from defenders just as lanes opened, and even feigned drives only to stop in
space, all before teleporting the pass into the top corner.

Teams that swarmed Bedard in transition quickly learned that he’s just as dangerous of a playmaker. He played the give-and-go
game and showed high-level playmaking ability — borrowing the deception and pace from his handling game to create passing
lanes. Where he used to rush plays forward, he found success faking the drive before cutting back and hitting the trailer, one of
the big developments in his game this season.

Down the stretch, Bedard was unflappable, even as opponents ramped up the physicality. He already shot, passed, and pulled off
insane dekes with a defender hanging off his back, but he also became one of the league’s best forecheckers. He stepped into
opponents, fought for body positioning, and ripped pucks off sticks like an NHLer.

The flaws are few. Picking his spots a bit better, sure. He must develop just a little bit more precision as a playmaker, but that’s
not uncommon for a player currently pushing the limits of his game at this stage. Of course, improving his pace and reads in the
defensive zone will need improvement, but he also showed enough defensive value late in the season that it could become a
strength one day.

Between the elite shot and hands, the overwhelming pace and deception, and top-end playmaking, there’s no doubt that Bedard
could challenge for Best Player in the NHL one day.

For now, his adaptability and diverse skill set makes him the most NHL-ready prospect to come out of the draft since Auston
Matthews.

He’s a franchise-defining player; the type of talent that constantly finds new ways to improve, makes everyone around them
better, and always rises to the occasion.

¥ LINKS & MEDIA

LET’S
E WATCH

with Daid St-Louis

Q Connor Bedard
d Regina Fats

e

=

Connor Bedard, Adam Fantilli, and What we learned at the 2023 World VIDEO: Let’s Watch: Connor Bedard
the race for top spotinthe 2023 NHL Junior Hockey Championships
Draft

¥ INDUSTRY CHATTER

“Geez, what else do | need to say? Best release in the world soon. | don’t know if there is anything original left to
say about him.” - Western Conference scout, May 2023

“He’s a very exciting player. He’s going to generate instant offence in the NHL. Good players are going to want to
play with him, and he’s going to turn good players into great players, great players into all-stars. The sky is the limit

for this kid. Any cliche you want to say about him, you can.”

“He’s absolutely a generational prospect. You've got to put this kid right now in the Sidney Crosby, Auston


https://eprinkside.com/2022/11/30/connor-bedard-vs-adam-fantilli-the-race-for-top-spot
https://eprinkside.com/2023/01/06/what-we-learned-at-the-2023-world-junior-hockey-championships
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AaZ5V1hmUhA

=<4 NHL Draft Guide Connor Bedard

Matthews, Connor McDavid category.”

“He’s a legit scoring threat. He's got a chance to score or create a goal every shift. He’s got that sort of bite to

his game. The one thing about him that we noticed this year was that he was always above the puck, probably
because his linemates weren’t good enough or he was being too cautious about getting back. Just wait until next
year when he’s able to skate a little bit more or know that someone else will be above the puck above him if he
gets caught. He's going to be able to take even more risks and create more chances.” — Western Conference scout,
May 2023

“Special player. Elite player. The hype is real. Has a unique release that can beat NHL goalies. This kid is going to
score a ton. He sees the game differently. It looks slow for Connor. He will be one of the most prolific goal scorers
in the league. He will be on the highlight films. No issues. Will be first overall.” NHL scout, April 2023

“l could say nothing surprises me about Bedard, but | could also say everything because how can you project him
doing this? You can't. If he was 19 years old doing what he’s doing, it would be incredible, but he’s 17. So you don’t
expect or project that, but in the short time here, he’s always had the rise-to-the-occasion ability. He’s super dialled
in. He continues to put on a bigger show every time.” - John Paddock, January 2023

“He’s represented us so well. Great upbringing, humble kid. He does a great job of representing us wherever he
goes. He loves it when we do stuff like small-area games or scrimmage. He's proven a lot by winning and losing,
competing and challenging himself, but he’s not just a player in practice. He shoots the puck harder than anybody
and nobody outworks him. He’s on a mission in practice or games. He just wants to be where he can play.” - John
Paddock, January 2023

“It was great playing with him. He’s a great guy. He has that ability that everybody sees when he plays the game.
You guys all see it, and it's the same for us at ice level. Great guy. | had no issues with him. It was fun to be a part
of it.” — Adam Fantilli, September 2022

“Obviously, he’s a great player. Off the ice, he’s like a man. He’s like one of the older guys in the room. He’s really
mature for his age, which was kind of surprising when we first met each other. Just his maturity and the way he
carries himself is unreal. I've been asking him if can show me his specialty there. | think it might be his whippy
stick. | think he uses a 65.” - Ryker Evans, April 2021

¥ GAME REPORTS

Mitchell Brown: April 8th, 2023 - Saskatoon Blades vs. Regina Pats - WHL

Do | have anything new to say about Bedard? Somehow, yes. The physical game has taken another step. It's body positioning
and how he keeps opponents on his back. He fakes one way with his feet before going the other, and steps into opponents
before cutting away. As soon as defenders shift, he instantly claims space. This was also a violent game. He ran into opponents,
shoved them to the ice. He blocked shots, pickpocketed pucks, and provided proactive off-puck defence. Oh, and about his
insane assist. He took the puck inside crossovers, set up the defenders on about four different angles in quick succession, using
his full body to ask intentions, went under a stick three times, cut back, and passed cross-slot for a goal. He creates space for
every shot in every way imaginable. Backhand to forehand. Pump fakes into a quick drag. The defender still hasn’t fallen for it?
How about a reach out, before pulling it back, and then firing under the stick at full speed. Unstoppable.

Mitchell Brown: March 18th, 2023 - Regina Pats vs. Moose Jaw Warriors - WHL
Bedard’s at the stage of the season where he can post a 6-point game without it being an especially eventful game. The

mechanics, intelligence, skill, and pace mean that even when he’s not getting high-danger opportunities, he’s still putting pucks
in the back of the net. He grabbed a clever assist by shooting low for the rebound from the strong side sharp angle spot where
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he normally goes high. Outraced opponents with ease, turning deep defensive zone positioning into unpressured offence up
the rink. The defence continues to improve. He’s good. He’s proactive, physical, sets picks, wins battles, and eliminates off-puck
threats. The playmaking and advantage creation, too. He cuts back, delays for support, cuts across the slot and drops pucks
back. He skates his routes.to completion to create space. He attacks the inside. And spots and connects with teammates
through layers, often multiple at a time. Always masks his intentions. Dynamic and explosive, but controlled.

Mitchell Brown: March 3rd, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Regina Pats - WHL

An all-time, otherworldly game by a prospect who continues to get better when it doesn't seem possible. Regina was down
3-0 early in the second. Connor Bedard scored two straight, set up the third, then scored two more to win it. A lot of his work
started in the defensive zone. He doesn’t scan enough off-puck, but he has everything else: pace, physical skills, stick work,
supporting reads, timed interventions, and anticipation. He supports down low and eliminates threats. When he’s not back first,
he manages gaps and space — not floating, but not overskating either. Forechecking remains a strength. Angles, interceptions,
hits, and creates chaos. Nasty to play against. From there, the skills appeared all game. He took 17 shots — almost none left
value on the table. He skated every off-puck route, creating space for his teammates. Dropped pucks into space, found the
trailer, rushed the net. Instantly attacked the inside. Set up every 1-on-1 at angle, at full speed, using his eyes, puck positioning,
and feet to deceive the opponent before attacking in the opposite direction. Perfect pass receptions into the hip pocket beat
defenders and instantly read to the next play. Arrived in the slot just as the lane opened, and always adjusted to make sure he
was always an option. Built the offence with give-and-gos and short-range passing. The only complaints were a couple of hope
passes that didn’t have a clear target. Winnipeg’s stars came to play in all three zones, each dominating stretches of the game —
until Bedard came on the ice and reminded Benson, Savoie, Geekie, et al. there are several levels between them. A Killer.

Mitchell Brown: February 22nd, 2023 - Medicine Hat Tigers vs. Regina Pats - WHL

A dynamic, electric game. Bedard’s pace is unmatched. He handles the puck, changes direction, shoots, passes, and chains
together different moves at full speed. No one compares at this level. Every move to beat opponents is set-up with several other
quick plays and reads first. He slows down, fakes one way with his body while faking another way with his eyes, then goes in

a different direction. Insanely adaptable — he instantly adjusts to defenders, always taking the best play. Keeps his feet moving
through checks, as he did during an outside lane rush that ended with a shot off the crossbar. A few of the incredible plays
this game. He fired a spinning shot off the rush, reloaded high, accelerated through the reception into space, weight shift deked
around an opponent, faked shot so convincingly that two defencemen bit, then toe-dragged inside and passed cross-slot for
the assist. Grabbed another primary by drawing a penalty on the powerplay, then shooting low for a deflection at the top of

the circle. And he scored with a ridiculous back foot one-timer, elevating his top arm and curving his body to narrow his profile
(to maximize power in-tight), beating the goaltender across the net. Last one: he found the trailer off the rush, instantly deked
off the boards through an opponent upon the next reception, worked high before cutting back, slipped past another along the
boards, then forehand-backhand for what should’ve been a high-danger chance had his teammate not whiffed on the shot. He
delays for support, hits teammates as they arrive in lanes, works the give-and-go, and reads opponents (even deceptive ones) to
grab steals on the forecheck.

Cam Robinson: February 1st, 2023 - Calgary Hitmen vs Regina Pats - WHL

Calgary played Bedard close to the vest in this one. They shaded him very well in the offensive zone and limited his rush
attempts to ... a handful. He was still able to be dangerous but it was through his play creation rather than the release. Of
course, he scored a ridiculous goal where he curled out from the corner, identified a shooting lane through the defender’s legs
and zipped it cross shelf. It was pinpoint perfect, but a pro goalie would’ve had the shoulders up to close that window. A feature
that I've noticed creeping into Bedard’s WHL tape is his decision-making with the puck. Despite double teams, he has been
making a habit of cutting, waiting, then firing even if the lane isn’t there. It’s led to a lot of blocked shots and missed nets. But

in this one, he was utilizing his mates more effectively. On a late 6v4 power play as the team tried to tie it up, he was deferring
almost exclusively. Until the puck squirted to him in the high slot, then he showed the smart poise to fake, shift then fire. It was a
misfire that didn’'t get off of the ice, but was forced in through some help. He nabbed the shootout winner too with his patented
fake backhand, forehand deke. It wasn’t the most electric or productive of games, but | enjoyed his smarts and his compete.
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Mitchell Brown: January 21st, 2023 - Swift Current Broncos vs. Regina Pats - WHL

By the numbers, this was the best game I've ever tracked. Bedard had 13 scoring chances, 9 slot passes, 18 controlled entries
on 18 tries, and even set up a few chances, for a record 5.6 game score. And somehow, | think he’ll beat that at some point

this season. The added patience with the puck has really paid off. He’s never rushing anything. In those moments, he shows
deception with his full body (layered). He creates so many different options for himself. With his back to a defender in open-ice,
he’s unstoppable. He twists and turns, stops and starts, and attacks space instantly. But he’s not just manipulating; he’s adapting.
He reads the opponent’s reaction, then immediately attacks. If he cuts inside and the defender keeps backing up, he doesn’t
just stick to the plan — he accelerates into the extra space and fires. The shot’s the shot. It's the best we’ve seen. Inside leg,
outside leg, in motion, full speed, with pressure — doesn’t matter. Oh, and he always attacks the inside. His board play continues
to improve; always scans, never forces a play. But that’'s not necessarily always true off the rush. He forces pucks into lanes that
aren’t quite there yet — the manipulation that creates space his shot works for the passing, but the timing isn’t quite at the same
level. Still, his playmaking will be an instant strength in the NHL, especially because he shows the willingness to play a give-and-
go game. | watched a lot of Connor McDavid draft year tape earlier this year. He wasn’t doing the stuff that Bedard does. The
era plays a factor. But it’s hard not to be excited about what Bedard will do in the NHL as soon as next season.

Mitchell Brown: January 20th, 2023 - Regina Pats vs. Swift Current Broncos - WHL

Bedard had 11 scoring chances at 5-on-5 on 12 shots. It was incredible. The speed of his attacks, combining the hands, edges,
crossovers, and shot is ridiculous. The shooting skill is insane. He easily shoots off the pass, adjusting to even the trickiest of
positions. He adapts his shot to the pressure in front of him. He overwhelms with pace. He’s physical and aggressive in contact,
getting low and skating through the hands of opponents. He wins positioning around the net. He instantly attacks the middle.
The playmaking wasn’t really there in this game, but it wasn’t for a lack of trying. The passes just didn’t click and for once, his
teammates were actually finding him, letting his off-puck instincts shine. A lot of the plays — the off-the-pass shooting, physicality
along the boards, and dynamic rush attacks — look like the stuff he’ll be doing next season in the NHL.

Cam Robinson: January 20th, 2023 - Regina Pats vs. Swift Current Broncos - WHL

Bedard was creating so effectively in this one. He was a transition monster, turning what appeared to be benign rushes into
high-danger scoring chances through his use of a crossover-laden approach - darting this way and that, setting it up with

feints and fakes, and meshing it all with his hands. And then the shot. He receives and releases in a blink with extreme power
generation. The compete along the wall was also encouraging. Teams feel they can beat him with force and grind him down
outside of the danger areas. But in this one, he was pulling pucks off the wall quickly. He was fighting for inside position. He was
engaging, lifting sticks, and winning battles.

David St-Louis: January 2nd, 2023 - Canada vs Slovakia - WJ20

An all-timer, all-star, historical, separating, legend-building, dream-like performance from the game-breaking, hockey artist, clear
first overall pick, potentially generational talent Connor Bedard. Yeah...It should never have been a debate.

David St-Louis: December 3i1st, 2022 - Canada vs Sweden - WJ20

Bedard continues his domination of the tournament. He moves well off the puck, which contrinubtes to his high volume of
touches and identifies teammates quickly to build scoring chances (something he is doing more and more as the tournament
advances, forgoing the individualistic rushes, a sign of adaptability, a characteristic of elite prospects). The skills are all high-end,
and we’ve described them a lot already, except for the board play. But Bedard still finds ways to move the puck off the yellow
to a teammate, even if he has to expand more energy to pull it off. He’s competitive. And above all, he makes plays evident for
teammates. They know where to position for him and he gives them a clear next, best play. So much to appreciate in his game.

David St-Louis: December 26th, 2022 - Canada vs Czech - WJ20

Bedard looked like the only player that showed up for Team Canada. That’s partly because he got every prime opportunity to
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create: every powerplay rush and half-wall possessions. He made the most out of them, however, showing dangles and drag-
shots and fakes and slip passes...Everything was on display. His individualistic style, partly a consequence of his environment in
Regina, might reduce the overall quality of Canada’s scoring chances in the tournament, however. Bedard could look to build
scoring chances instead of trying to score off the rush, although | think both methods have their merits -- he did score in this
game with his drag-shot.

J.D. Burke: December 4th, 2022 - Regina Pats vs. Edmonton Oil Kings - WHL

An inefficient game that ended on a low note with pitiful efforts on a pair of Oil Kings goals, and Connor Bedard left this contest
with five points (one goal and four assist) nearly all of which came at evens. And you know what? | don’t even care about

the thrown away pucks or the complete no-shows defensively. Bedard was ridiculous. The thing about the puck management
and the giveaways is that you have to place them in the appropriate context. You're watching the most singularly skilled draft
prospect in nearly a decade pushing the limits of his skill set, experimenting with a part of his game (his playmaking) that was
once a relative (emphasis on the word relative) weakness. The first assist really put all of this work on display. Bedard carried
the puck nearly end to end, turning away from pressure in the corner of the offensive zone and then furnishing a cross-ice feed
through four (4!) bodies for the tap-in. The next assist saw Bedard swat the puck out of a pile of bodies at full speed with one
hand on his stick, lead the 2-on-1, and pick up an assist with a cross-ice pass around a defender’s stick. The third helper saw
Bedard use the dotted line and a change of pace game through the neutral zone as the lead puck carrier before starting a
tic-tac-toe goal with a spinning pass. Oh, and Bedard sniped a goal at full speed on another 2-on-1, just for good measure. His
handling skill, creativity, adaptability, problem-solving — it’s all at an elite level. The growth we’re seeing from him as a distributor
is absurd. | could write another two or three pages worth of reports on Bedard’s performance in this game. He’s unlike anyone
I've ever scouted. Without equal as a draft year player.

Daniel Gee: December 2nd, 2022 - Regina Pats vs Prince George Cougars - WHL

Probably the most absurd viewing | have ever had from a prospect -- my brain is fried. Bedard showed out against Prince
George, creating on practically every touch. Constantly attacking with proactive speed, he had numerous downhill shooting
chances. He scored on three of them and hit the post a couple more times. One of the goals was called off, but he still beat
Young easily. Bedard’s shot is prolific. Always curling and dragging to the inside, the angle-changes are just debilitating for
goaltenders to read. His wrist fold is so quick through his release, the downforce so violent in terms of power creation, that
even with PG’s Ty Young being set, couldn’t handle the 10+ opportunities. One one sequence, Bedard shot through a blocking
defender, using them as a screen and placed the puck just above the pad -- unstoppable manipulation at this level. His second
goal was more impressive -- burning up the left wing one-on-one, Bedard stopped up, leveraged all his weight on his inside leg
and roofed a puck top right-hand corner -- the defenders gap was destroyed by the stop up and the knowhow to power off
the inside right leg is just unheard off, let alone the placement across the goaltenders body. Constantly double teamed, Bedard
showed a tonne of problem solving and adaptability to the pressure -- triangle handles, nifty backpasses to open teammates,
no-looks on tape, he just has an incredible amount of patience on-puck and in resistance. He overhandled a couple of times in
open ice leading to some bad turnovers -- hardly can blame him when his puck touches were literally turning to gold.

Bedard has such a huge selection of body manipulations, jukes, and fakes that blend so well with his hands -- it makes him a
monster transitionally. His delay game is extremely developed -- half pivots, drawing attention, hooking and slipping passes to
trailers activating up the middle. He stripped a couple of pucks on the defensive zone blue line -- keeps his stick recoiled and

surprises blueline defenders -- went 5-hole but had the opportunity saved.

Unstoppable, inevitable, and downright scary -- he could have scored 6 in this game and it wouldn’t have been shocking.
Bedard looks like a generational talent.

Cam Robinson: December 2nd, 2022 - Regina Pats vs Prince George Cougars - WHL
What Daniel said.

Cam Robinson: November 29th, 2022 - Kelowna Rockets vs Regina Pats - WHL
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Something of an off night for Bedard. He looked like he was down on energy, but still managed to create a few high-danger
chances for himself and set up a couple for his mates. The Pats were smart and recognized that Kelowna was playing Bedard
extremely tight and used that to lean on Howe and Suzdelev instead. That said, he could’ve likely been more dangerous if his
mates did hit him in flight or identified that cross-seem dish with more regularity on the PP. He managed to extend his point
streak to 24 games with a primary helper on the OT winner where he slid it right into the wheelhouse of Suzdelyev.

Cam Robinson: November 17th, 2022 - Regina Pats vs. Winnipeg ICE - WHL

Wow, this was one hell of a performance by Bedard. | didn’t realize Mitch and David had already punched in reports for this
outing, so I'll just let you read theres. But my goodness, the manipulation, the awareness, the speed, the adjustments at speed.
Everything just screamed super elite. This had a real “Patrick Kane in his prime” type of feel to it.

David St-Louis: November 17th, 2022 - Regina Pats vs. Winnipeg ICE - WHL

Wow. There is so much to say here that I'm not sure 2000 words would cover the whole game. Bedard showed elite
manipulation abilities over and over again to run through teams and generate chances. He beat defenders by: attacking at

an angle, changing lanes, changing speeds, baiting pokechecks, leveraging other options, with his stickhandling ability, with
crossovers, by absorbing hits to make plays, by using them as screen..He used movements, his own skill, and teammates to
beat them, quite often combining different manipulation styles. The skating looks high-end even if the posture not, as he can
fully load his legs to feint and go around the opposition. He handles with short, rolling motions that keep the puck in reach at

all times for micro-adjustments as he goes around sticks. He’s extremely aware (constant scanning), processes extremely fast
(can pick up the slightest movement cues from defenders), anticipates well, plans, adapts...He has pretty much everything in his
game. He cheats offensively and could handle retrievals better. The first weakness is pretty normal in a weak team when down a
few goals and the second one, well, he’s 5°9” and mostly a rusher, in-zone manipulator. He has all the technical ability to become
better at them and he’s already super inside-driven so it’s not an issue of engagement.

Mitchell Brown: November 17th, 2022 - Regina Pats vs. Winnipeg ICE - WHL

The best single-game performance I've seen in a long time. He led the game in just about everything other than points, showing
the complete skill set in the process. The shot’s a 9, no doubt. It will be a generation-defining shot: how he positions his feet,
hands, the drag motion, and his ability to modulate the release according to the information in front of him. He’s playing

slower now, which benefits his game overall. It makes his changes of pace more dynamic. His edges are much better than I've
previously thought: he turned an outside edge cut into a heel-to-heel while handling the puck, then cut back across the net
front under pressure for his goal 10 seconds into the contest. As he gets stronger, the stride will only improve. Handling: always
attacking an angle, changing pace, hip pocket, deceiving constantly. Playmaking continues to level up, now he’s manipulating
defenders and throwing look-off hook passes through defenders and slipping pucks through tiny windows. Used the Makar
move — step inside, draw pressure, stop, explode off the inside edge — to beat pressure from the point twice. Players take

runs at him and just bounce off. Even showed some defensive ability in this game, defending 1-on-1s while skating backwards
and mostly excelling. Grabbed a few stops on the backcheck. Then, there’s all of his off-puck routes, getting inside positioning,
well-timed movements into space, and always keeping his stick free. Even managed to redirect a pass towards the net with his
stick between the defender’s legs. This dude is out here doing literally anything and everything and looking unstoppable in the
process. Haven't seen a CHLer like this since McDavid.

Mitchell Brown: November 13th, 2022 - Regina Pats vs. Saskatoon Blades - WHL

A tame game for Bedard’s standards, but everything was still visible. How quickly he reads defenders and attacks their
vulnerabilities is fascinating. He baits pivots, cuts inside on their heels, waits for them to follow his cutback before accelerating,
moves pucks across his body at lightning speed to wait for reactions. So many of these rushes will be even more effective
against pros as he’ll have more support and defenders are more likely to react to his high-pace trickery. Some difficulty
connecting with his passes in this game, but he still continues to show his playmaking development. He gains the zone, cuts
back, looks for the trailer, and even tries to manipulate with his shot threat to create the passing lane. An elite prospect.
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Cam Robinson: November 11th, 2022 - Swift Current Broncos vs Regina Pats - WHL

Another night of Connor Bedard doing things that no one else in this league can do. He ended up with 2+1 - including a silky
cross-ice feed into the wheelhouse of Suzdalev for an Al on the power play, and an incredibly difficult between-the-legs goal
while moving away from the net and below the goalline. Bedard’s shot from out high has been less effective of late but it's
mostly due to teams sticking someone on him at all times. But that’s just opened up his distribution game which has shown
steady improvements over the last year. He mamniuputaes defenders with his hands, changes in speed, and cutting and
curling into space to open up lanes. He needs little to no time to recognize a seam and hit it. He works the puck all around the
circumference of his body in-flight and from a stationary position on the setup.

Mitchell Brown: November 9th, 2022 - Edmonton Oil Kings vs. Regina Pats - WHL

Five points for Bedard. His growth as a playmaker continues. He’s so patient in transition, cutting back and delaying for support.
Manipulates just as effective at low speeds and high speeds. Manipulates defenders to open up passing lanes, often through
multiple defenders. Shows awareness of his options, turning a failed play immediately into a successful one with a different
decision. There are missed opportunities, some from a lack of scanning and some from a more general lack of awareness, but
play selection’s different for him than other players — his shot and hands are just that good. The hands also continued to sign.
So many different elements: the mechanical soundness and the adaptability it creates, the hand speed and constant hip pocket
puck positioning, the creativity, and the balance, edge control, and handling skill when pressured and off-balance. He fought the
puck a few times, but nothing too concerning. He looks like a soon-to-be NHL superstar. That he’s made such a clear effort to
improve his playmaking (at the expense of other skills that would be guaranteed points) is impressive.

Cam Robinson: October 16th, 2022 - Regina Pats vs Lethbridge Hurricanes - WHL

Bedard was strong again in this one. He was using the passing game a lot more than in previous outings, showing off the
quick cuts and hands to create separation from defenders and then hitting his mates in open space. He sent one backhand
saucer pass from above the circles, across the grain and through two folds onto a mates stick for a wide open net which was
somehow bungled. Trying to take the puck off of him while he’s making those quick moves and using his body to protect and
then curl back is an exercise in fruition. The shot wasn’t as lethal or threatening, but that was part of the gameplan against.
Lethbridge was on him tight all night, trying to deny the pass and when he did get it, they were stacking defenders between
him and the goal and rushing quickly. Everything we’ve come to expect was there - the speed, the hands, the mind, the vision.
Kid is good.

Cam Robinson: October 8th, 2022 - Swift Current Broncos vs. Regina Pats - WHL

| can’'t help but feeling like Bedard still hasn’t hit his stride this season. And yet, he still demands the most attention and is
threatening nearly every time he’s on the ice. He and Sudalev are quickly becoming a must-see-tv. The skill and creativity the
duo displayed in this one was on another level. Bedard was using his hands a ton in this one, but his feet were slowing down
a lot too. It’s like you see from the that guy at drop-in who is better than everyone else, they can generate speed, get the puck
and then stop skating and just try to dangle everyone. Bright side, he was pushing into the net front area and sniffing around
loose puck. His shot was there but wasn’t able to get it off as often as hed like. A goal and two helpers in a medium outing is
about par for the Bedard though. He just always finds a way.

Mitchell Brown: October 8th, 2022 - Swift Current Broncos vs. Regina Pats - WHL

Three points and probably earned a couple more. Bedard completed a give-and-go, missed the net after dangling around a
defender, and was robbed in-tight. But his playmaking was the most impressive part. Delayed for his teammates to skate their
routes (leading to a post), dropped a puck between his legs for a chance, won positioning as he cut across the slot before
finding the middle-lane driver, and connected with a wicked cross-slot backhand saucer pass for a chance. In transition, he’s
more patient than last year. He cuts, scans, then finds a teammate moving up the middle. He also crushed a player who tried
to hit him. Really, the only flaws were a couple of poor pass receptions (unusual for him), blind passes, and two poor shots that
would’ve been better served as the vintage outside leg wristers with a narrow stance rather than widening and leaning over his
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stick. He'll be a superstar.
Cam Robinson: September 29th, 2022 - Regina Pats vs Edmonton Oil Kings - WHL

An early season look at the draft-eligible version of Bedard and it wasn’t a disappointment. Two goals, three points and a bushel
of chances. He was good in the faceoff dot and commanded everything offensively for the Pats. Despite quite clearly being the
best player on the ice and then some, Id say he was still ironing out some of the early season issues. His handles weren’t all

the clean, had several attempts blocked, and during the 5-on-3 in OT, he was mobile, but wasn’t able to really find a lot of real
estate. Of course, he decided to just whip the most casual one-time snapshot post and in to win it as the power-play was about
to expire. We know the drill - his abilities are supreme and | quiver at what the West is going to have to deal with when he’s
cooking at full speed here in a few minutes.

Mitchell Brown: December 4th, 2021 - Swift Current Broncos vs. Regina Pats - WHL

Another unreal performance from Bedard. Explosive, dynamic, and creative. He’'s an exceptionally manipulative player, using
weight shifts, hesitations, eye deception, and puck positioning to misdirect defenders — and that’s while overloading them with
pace. He short-circuits even the best defenders at this level. He could play a more perimeter game and thrive but instead tries
to break to the middle with every possible opportunity. Scored with a wild curl-and-drag where he pulled the puck inwards so
fast that the goaltender couldn’t even move before the puck left his stick. The playmaking continues to improve, showing a delay
game, high-level deception, and a give-and-go mindset. Really, the issues are extremely minor — and he’s not even eligible until
2023. He leans back into his crossovers while accelerating instead of forward. He plays a bit too fast, often sprinting forward into
defenders instead of slowing down and looking for the kick out pass when it’s available. Still too reliant on that inside-out dangle
that smarter defenders predict and eliminate by going for his stick. A bit too optimistic on some of his pass attempts. He looks
like a superstar.

Mitchell Brown: November 27th, 2021 - Regina Pats vs. Red Deer Rebels - WHL

Watching Bedard remains an experience unlike any other in junior hockey. He’s already the most skilled player in the country,
and you can practically see the improvement with each passing week. After having some playmaking issues early in the
season, Bedard’s using the threat of his shot to set up teammates. And not just with a basic look-off. He’s actively manipulating
defenders by moving away from his target, waiting for them to react, and then passing through to his open teammate, often at
an exceptional pace. He still blindly through pucks to the inside on occasion, but that’s pretty minor at this stage. While he’s not
shy about shooting from the perimeter, he maximizes his odds by skating parallel to the boards instead of angling towards the
net, which makes the goaltender have to adjust to him — had a couple of very close looks that could’ve just easily been goals
from that play. The speed of his release is shocking, too. It’s not just the hand speed or how quickly he prepares his upper body.
It's the feet. I've never seen a player who shoots off their outside leg inside strides and crossovers like Bedard (tons of players
can shoot in stride/crossovers, but it’s off the inside leg). Or rather, I've never seen a player who transitions from strides and
crossovers into his outside leg shot as fast. It's insane. Really, the issues are minor: he leans back into his crossovers during
acceleration instead of leaning forward, he abuses the forehand-backhand deke through the triangle, and, well, that’s about it.
He’s an immense off-puck threat, an engaged, proactive defender, and a lethal creator.

Mitchell Brown: November 23rd, 2021 - Regina Pats vs. Medicine Hat Tigers - WHL

Oh, Bedard’s an elite playmaker, too? After forcing passes like crazy early in this season, Bedard’s found his timing. He

slows down to delay for options when possible but without losing the pace that makes him exceptional. He times his passes
through sticks and skates, keenly aware of his movements cause reactions from defenders. Adjusts puck positioning to access
teammates, timing said puckhandling to ensure defenders don't figure out the pass is coming. Straight-up manipulates to open
lanes, too. Builds a lot of his offence around give-and-goes, but sometimes misses the opportunity to make the pass just after
gaining the zone. Scored with a wild outside leg wrister essentially built into strides after knocking the puck out of mid-air on
the backhand. The way that he plays off his teammates, particularly Ryker Evans, is special. Just throw a puck into his general
vicinity in any direction and he’ll turn into a chance. Superstar potential.
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Mitchell Brown: October 30th, 2021 - Swift Current Broncos vs. Regina Pats - WHL

Statistically, this was the best game I've tracked this season from any player. Bedard led in pretty much every category. As
usual, the shot was fire. It's NHL-calibre, probably among the elite already. His set ups are special: he never keeps a defender
directly between him and the net. He comes in slightly off-center to ensure that he’s not shooting into spin pads after
changing the angle. He builds his weight shifts inside his skating movements into his desired space, allowing him to fire early
than goaltenders/defenders expect. He plays with the timing of his releases, too -- he’s just pulling the puck back and firing
immediately. Extremely inside-driven, combining pace and deception to overwhelm defenders unlike any other prospect. For
his first goal, he cut inside, deceive pressure, then loaded his weight on his outside leg for a turn -- which became the shot.
He never planted the inside leg, instead only returning his toes to the ice before kicking back and powering through the shot.
Combined with a handle directly into his shooting pocket and subtle angle change. Dynamic posture and adaptability through
the roof.

Bedard doesn’t overhandle the puck, gets involved defensively, changes lanes constantly, wins races and escapes with
possession, establishes body positioning -- has NHL details already. The skating still needs work (lacks hip engagement) but it’ll
improve with time. Forces passes as usual, but he passes hard and accurately to get them on his teammate’s sticks -- they just
can’t do anything with them. Needs to slow down as a playmaking and improve his timing. Still, he’s a superstar in the NHL -- |
have no doubt.

Mitchell Brown: October 16th, 2021 - Regina Pats vs. Winnipeg Ice - WHL

Everything Regina does runs through Bedard or Evans, sometimes both. Bedard’s adaptability really stands out; he can play any
style, in any situation, and doesn’t get locked into one. His pace is unrelenting and the shot’s one of the best on the planet. He
both has the skills surrounding his shot and the intelligence to maximize it. Loves this backhand-forehand deke, where he fakes
the cut to the inside, reaches around, and then quickly taps the puck under their stick and explodes to the outside. The most
translatable play, it is not. But the deceptive set up, pace, and handling skills are elite. And he’s not just an individual attacker.

He understands the give-and-go game, how to reposition and get open, and how to integrate his teammates into the game.
Legitimately, it sometimes feels like he’s deferring too much. He’'s a game breaker of the likes | haven’t seen in years; a superstar.

Mitchell Brown: October 15th, 2021 - Winnipeg Ice vs. Regina Pats - WHL

Had never heard of Connor Bedard until this game. Eye-opening performance. Perhaps a decent prospect. In this one, Bedard
was in the middle of pretty much every play. The way that he manipulates defenders and how quickly he capitalizes on it is
special. Incredible pace, extreme inside drive, highly creative, and a lethal shooter. Forced a ton of passes. He tried to deceive

to open the lanes, it didn’t work, and then he passed anyway. But he also an outstanding one-touch/under pressure passing
game. Non-stop pursuit, grabbing six steals on the forecheck and hustling back for a stop late in the game. He’s faster and more
explosive this year, achieving deeper skating posture than last year. He’s lock to be a superstar.

Mitchell Brown: October 6th, 2021 - Regina Pats vs. Winnipeg Ice - WHL

Everything on this team either runs through Bedard or Evans. Evans was hot tonight, Bedard wasn’'t. He was still good. NZ
play-driver who changes the point of attack and creates advantages in the OZ as a result. Took too many low-percentage
shots, getting run out of space (also, his linemates can't keep up at times). Very inside-driven in the offensive zone, always in
projectable ways. He’s never outracing defenders to the net, instead cutting across, spinning off pressure, etc. He sees holes in
defenders and space off-puck that only a handful of elite players do. Shot’s an 8.5, at least. Near-perfect outside leg release with
heaps of diversity, deception, and a textbook curl-and-drag wrister. Puck explodes off his stick, insane control of his placement,
and he always sets up his shots to ensure they get through. Need to see a bit more playmaking sometimes, although he tried a
pretty advanced through pass in transition. It didn’t work. He’s a generational player at this stage.
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He’s the power forward that teams covet at the draft and pain themselves to acquire by other means when that fails.

A puck-dominant player, Fantilli builds speed ahead of each possession, attacks through the neutral zone with crossover-heavy
weaving rush patterns, and carves through defensive formations with equal parts cunning, skill, and power. Every touch is an
opportunity to drive the net and Fantilli's never seen one that he could pass up.

The end result was a highlight reel as a true freshman that would surpass most first-round picks’ entire college careers in length
and quality.

Not content to fade from the game off-puck, Fantilli probed for shooting opportunities during sustained in-zone possessions,
managing space, timing his arrivals perfectly, and sending the puck on goal with force and precision as a one- and two-touch
finisher. The one-timer was particularly potent.

You aren't likely to see Fantilli enter the Frank J. Selke conversation at any point in his career, but he’s well-beyond baseline
competent as a defensive player and even featured regularly on Michigan’s penalty kill as an 18-year-old. He’s physical. His motor
never stops. And his on-ice intelligence is ever-present in the defensive and neutral zones as it is the offensive third.

That part of the game won't be an obstacle to his NHL transition, but Fantilli’'s tendency to play hero puck may prove prohibitive
to immediate success. It's a delicate balancing act. You want the best, most talented players to have the freedom to impose their
will on the opposition, but it can't come at the expense of your team’s ability to control the run of play. Fantilli didn’t always walk
that line with the most grace at Michigan.

Still, as far as knocks go, “He wants to take over the games a little too much for his own damn good” is about as desirable a flaw
as you can have at this stage in your career. Since when were 18-year-olds renowned for their discretion anyway? He'll acquire it
in time, just like everyone else.

When it all comes together, Fantilli has the potential to be a franchise-altering first-line centre, the type that can take over a game

or even a playoff series when the chips are down. The power. The skill. The competitiveness. It’s all there, and it makes him one
of the most extraordinary players in this class.

¥ LINKS & MEDIA

Adam Fantilli wins Hobey Baker Who will win the 2023 Hobey Baker NCAA Stock Watch: Adam Fantilli’s

Awanrd; Devon Levi repeats as Mike = Awanrd as college hockey’s best historic production leads the way
Richter Award winner player, and who should?

¥ INDUSTRY CHATTER

“l'like him a lot, No. 1 type guy in most drafts. | think he'll play next season and have one of those seasons where
he’ll be more physically ready for the NHL next season then Bedard and for that reason people will maybe put
expectations almost too high at some point.” - Western Conference scout, May 2023

“He’s the full combination of size, skill, and compete. He can really skate, get up and down the ice with ease. He’s
got a great stick, a great shot. Brings it when the game is on the line. His best attribute, for me, would be his


https://eprinkside.com/2023/04/07/adam-fantilli-wins-hobey-baker-award-devon-levi-repeats-as-mike-richter-award-winner
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compete. He's a top-six centre, but he can play anywhere in the lineup. Coaches are going to love him. For me, he’s
closer to Bedard than Leo Carlsson or Matvei Michkov are close to him.

“He checks all of the boxes. He's a winner, wants to win. Makes everyone around him better. The big example for
me was Gavin Brindley. He had one goal at Christmas. Then he got to play with Fantilli in the second half, and now
he’'ll be a first-round pick. He even elevated Rutger McGroarty.” — Western Conference scout, May 2023

‘A prototypical centre you want for the playoffs or a Cup run. Big, long body. He’s fast, powerful and strong. Skill,
he has a great shot, he can score. What’s underrated about Adam is how competitive he is. He is a throwback,
mean, tough, will run over you to win his hockey game. | think he’s the real deal. Sometimes we get caught up in
the regular season production. It really is a different game in the playoffs. He can be a legit #1 centre for a team
that wins the Cup and he can be a piece that drives them to it. Most years he’s going first overall if it wasn’t for
Bedard.” — NHL scout, April 2023

“He’s the prototype. He’'s huge. He’s long. He's explosive. He's fast. He's powerful. He’s skilled. He can wire pucks and
score. Something people should know about him too is his competitive intensity is off the charts.” — NHL scout,
September 2022

“This is the best game in the world. I like playing it as much as possible. There were some games where
fortunately | was relied upon quite a bit. It was in big situations, so | got extra minutes. | loved the extra minutes. |
loved how much I got in Chicago.” — Adam Fantilli, September 2022

“Physicality is a part of my game. | like to incorporate that into every single game. Physicality wears teams down.
| have to insert that a little bit more. All over the ice. It’s really helpful at the end of games.” — Adam Fantilli,
September 2022

¥ GAME REPORTS

David St-Louis: May 15th, 2023 - Canada vs. Slovakia - World Championship

A really great game from Fantilli. He positioned himself as a shooter constantly and used a variety of unconverage techniques
(spins, timed jumps into space...) to get open for teammates. A couple of purposeful give-and-goes to move around defenders
and a lot of speed. His pace and ability to drive through defences really shone in this game. He cut through Slovakia’s defence,
losing the puck but finding it back; he tried to split the defence and also created delay plays upon entry to involve teammates in
the attack. He played with energy and took care of his defensive assignements. Limited minutes but he made the most of them.

David St-Louis: May 14h, 2023 - Slovenia vs. Canada - World Championship

A lot of pace from Fantilli. He played even faster than in college, which is good. It shows that he understands what stage he’s on
and that he needs to elevate his game. He moved his feet constantly to get open for teammates. He was engaged defensively,
hit opponents, and forechecked. Some forced plays, but they didn’t result in turnovers. | really like his off-puck game. He
understands where and how to move to get pucks on his stick and get shot chances.

J.D. Burke: March 24th, 2023 - Colgate vs. Michigan - NCAA Tournament

A commanding performance from Fantilli, who left this game with a goal, an assist, a plus-two rating, and three shots on goal.
The goal happened in the blink of an eye, but you could almost see it develop in bullet-time: Fantilli scans the ice as he collects
the puck in the defensive zone, registers the space in front of him, and identifies an isolated defender. Then, it's game over. He
just explodes up-ice, building speed through a crossover-heavy weaving pattern, skating in and out of the defenceman’s blind
spot before pulling away for a clean look and sending a laser past the Colgate netminder. The assist on Rutger McGroarty’s
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goal was pretty garden variety stuff, but Fantilli sprung Gavin Brindley for a breakaway with a perfect stretch pass through the
neutral zone and was generally very efficient with the puck in this game. | also thought this was one of Fantilli’'s better defensive
performances of the season — there was a backcheck in the first period that took away a sure goal from Colgate. Shame about
the discipline (two penalties) but this is as close to a perfect game as you’ll see from someone.

J.D. Burke: March 18th, 2023 - Michigan vs. Minnesota - Big Ten Championship

Not a particularly strong performance from Fantilli. Mostly, he faded into the background, only grabbing a single point with a
secondary assist that bounced off a defenceman’s shin pads — hardly what youd call a display of high-end skill — while his line
combined for about seven points. Fantilli was most effective in transition and the defensive zone. You also got the odd display
of high-end handling skill, if only in flashes. Even at his least effective, Fantilli’s tools show up and remind you why he’s a No. 1
overall talent. Still, it’'s a little concerning that he’s totally vanished from so many of these hockey games. More discretion as a
puck carrier and fewer hope passes would go a long way toward making him a more effective hockey player.

Cam Robinson: March 11th, 2023 - Michigan vs Ohio State - NCAA

Another demonstrably impressive outing from Fantilli. Sure, he dropped two goals and four points — all primary. But one of each
was into the empty net. But he also drove play, was the general on the ice for virtually the entire game — calling for passes,
directing teammates, carrying the puck, dishing it, driving the middle lane and opening up space. Things we just don’t see from
an 18-year-old. He had 11 shot attempts. He was great along the wall. He was relentless on the puck carrier. On one play he was
harassing the last man back with speed and stick work finally forcing him to try and cut hard, lost his feet and stole the puck
for the HD chance.

Defensively, 'm very impressed with his awareness. He switches up, he sticks to areas, sticks to men. He gets the puck and can
quickly make smart plays - faking down, backhand pass up the wall and they’re off.

First overall talent.

David St-Louis: February 10th, 2023 - Michigan Wolverines vs. Michigan State - NCAA

A lot of interesting moments from Fantilli. He still showcases everything from finer skills, when he dangles through feet and
comes out the other way with the puck, to harder abilities, when he drives the net and boards. In this game, he was more about
the finesse, however. He showcased his catch-and-release shot and his off-puck game, his talent for sneaking around defenders
and popping into space at the right time to beat the opposition. He can play any role you want him to play.

Cam Robinson: March 4th, 2023 - Michigan vs Wisconsin - NCAA

Ho hum. Another game, another three goals for Fantilli. He did it in a variety of ways tonight. First grabbing a power play goal off
a shot from a tough angle that ricocheted in. Then he went hard to the net front, battled, got position, found a loose puck and

muscled it home. Finally, at even strength, he made two really nice reads to fly into space and keep the puck in before corralling
it at the blueline, came in downhill and fired from deep distance and picked the corner. Terrific velocity and aim on that last one.

He was also skating miles, working the boards well by picking pucks off of it, gaining control and making measured decisions to
carry it, pass it, or wait and allow further support. The intelligence and calm demeanour he shows is nearly as impressive as his
statistical profile. He was out there killing penalties again and was clean with his reads and didn't overreach or chase.

The skating is there. The size. The smarts. There’s little to dislike and a ton to love.

David St-Louis: March 3rd, 2023 - Michigan vs Wisconsin - NCAA

Wooow. That’s a first overall caliber performance, maybe even in this draft. We never talk about it because the chances are slim,
but Fantilli could actually become the best overall player out of this crop, the guy with the most championship and greatest
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playoff performances that people argue had the better career even if he put up a lot less points. He just has everything. He
hits, defends, plays with pace, gets open in the offensive zone, drives the net, battles there for pucks, seals them on the walls
and moves them to teammates, plays the give-and-go game, catches and releases pucks instantly, dangles through defenders,
carries pucks across zones..Name it and he does it. The tools are all high-end, too. Just an exceptional talent that rarely comes
through the draft. Crazy that there two of them this year. Fantilli is quite unique, too. It’s like he was made in a lab to become a
first-line NHL center.

J.D. Burke: February 16th, 2023 - Michigan vs. Ohio State - NCAA

| don’'t know if I'd describe this as an especially dynamic game from Fantilli, but he had his moments. Even found the scoresheet,
collecting a pass at the top of the faceoff circle and overpowering the Ohio State goaltender with his wrist shot. Could’ve picked
up an assist too, if his teammate would’ve just finished the tap-in opportunity that Fantilli sent his way through a sea of sticks
and skates. Puck touches were few, but Fantilli made the most of them. He consistently tried to gain the inside, to varying
degrees of success, and made a few really sharp passing plays. Skill level really pops even when things aren’t coming together
for him. His first touch is so impressive. 'm not as sold on his feel for the game, all things being relative.

David St-Louis: February 3rd, 2023 - Michigan vs. Michigan State - NCAA

Fantilli got thrown out of the game for fighting. That's another thing he can do, on top of the rush offence, physicality on the
boards, defence, net-front game, playmaking, off-puck instinct, and shot. He’s just everything. All he needs is to become a little
more dynamic off the rush (less tripod dangling through defenders sticks and more crossovers patterns). A player that is so
diverse will be close to impossible to shut down in the NHL. The hockey sense maybe is not high, high-end, but it’s at least

a 6-6.5 on our scale. He anticipates, thinks about the receiving conditions of teammates before passing, has many creative
moments, processes the play fast -- it’s just that he acts a bit blindly and with a little too much hope in certain situations,
throwing pucks to teammates who aren’t exactly there in the lane. But will that stay a problem? | don’t think so.

Mitchell Brown: February 3rd, 2023 - Wisconsin vs. Michigan - NCAA

Another violent game from Fantilli. He had his chances, too. Skated the middle to create a passing lane, then moved back out
in front of a late-game deflection opportunity. Scored off another Brindley rebound. He spaced the offensive end by moving
wide and popping into space at the right moment. Won body positioning to fire off shots in transition. On the power play, he
zipped the puck around effectively, showing pace and deception. A slick slip pass under pressure was the best pass at 5-on-5.
The pace, physical skKills, scoring instincts, and handling game are so exciting; clearly a first-overall talent. The decision-making
still lacks. In one sequence, he could’ve skated through the defender’s hands and cut inside. Instead, he tried to deke through
another player and lost the puck. It’s little plays like these that perhaps suggest he’s not an exceptionally aware player, but it
won't matter too much.

David St-Louis: January 27th, 2023 - Michigan vs. Penn State - NCAA

A lot of bad decisions from Fantilli in this game, mostly due to a lack of awareness (pre-scanning). He sends pucks to no one,
anticipating that teammates are there on the receiving end. They are usually in the area he sends pucks to , but not necessarily
in range of the puck. Something he has to fix. The skating is wide, but he beats players off the mark at this level and in races
(like in his goal at the end of the game) and he can protect the puck in flight. He defers too teammates in certain situations
where he should carry and tries to dangle in other situations where he should pass. Yet, his defensive engagement, tools, flashes
of manipulation, and off-puck instinct (like the goal he scored by attacking the slot and making a catch-and-release shot) give
me confidence in his projection. The inefficient game he’s playing right now won’t be the one he will have in the NHL when he
matures.

Mitchell Brown: January 21st, 2023 - Michigan vs. Minnesota - NCAA

Fantilli scored a pair of goals off rebounds and set up a couple of chances. The best was a backhand pass to the slot from
behind the net while moving. He was a physical force — he’s really bringing it more lately. He runs through opponents, skates
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through their hands, and gets involved in every battle. Otherwise, it was a messy game from Fantilli. He lost the puck on a 3-on-
2, missed passes, and skated straight into traffic without an escape. It matters, but given his tools and environment, probably
less than most prospects. He's a powerful skater with dynamic puck skills and an expansive arsenal of skills. He could play next
year.

Mitchell Brown: January 20th, 2023 - Michigan vs. Minnesota - NCAA

Fantilli was the best player in this game. He was a wrecking ball, skating at opponents and sending them flying. Strong night on
the forecheck. He ripped possession away from opponents. It’s like they don’t read the speed that he’s coming toward them at.
In one sequence, he grabbed a break up by crushing the point man, then sprinted up the ice and fired off a chance. Scored
with a perfect off-the-pass wrister. He remains at least a 7-grade shooter. Maybe 8, given his advanced catch-and-release shot:
head up, chest up, hands always positioned to shoot, and feet always ready for the weight transfer. He uses crossover-laden
rushes to beat opponents, mixing in weight shift dekes and heel-to-heel changes of pace. He overcomplicates plays sometimes
— going between the legs for a bad and inaccessible pass with a teammate open in the middle was the most egregious. The
potential here was electric.

Daniel Gee: January 14th, 2022 - Michigan vs. Ohio State - NCAA

Fantilli hunting the puck is akin to a piranha swarming a piece of meat in the water. He’s relentless, his motor is revving, and he’s
ready to do anything to push pressure and work pucks back in Michigan’s possession.

On one of Fantilli’s first shifts he blended a bunch of pro habits; after grabbing an open ice puck he opened his hips to get in a
better body position on a forechecker, from there he fended off the check, placed a puck into empty ice, allowing Samoskevich
an unopposed entry -- resulted in a snipe from the top of the circles. His shifts are full of details; one touching pucks to promote
faster north-to-south attacks, driving hard through the slot off-puck, threading passes through layers -- so much positive

work. On one shift he pre scanned a retrieval in the fard corner, found a pass seam through three defenders, leading to a one
timer in the slot that rang iron. In the same shift he raced for a puck just inside the Ohio OZ, initiated a battle, and from his
stomach he passed a puck into the middle of the ice resulting in a give-and-go goal. | don’t think there is a player in this draft
that possesses the sheer pace and skill combo. That being said, Fantilli often makes poor decisions on-puck, especially when
navigating traffic -- constant turnovers from attacking through too much resistance or failed handles. He executes at times and it
shows how high-end his hands can be, but right now Fantilli seems to be still trying to figure out what works at the NCAA level.
Regardless he shifts his weight in pressure, targets triangles, and loves to chuck slip passes to teammates as he gravitates the
attention. An extremely physical threat in sustained pressure, Fantilli was rocking Ohio defenders on the forecheck -- a nightmare
if there is any inefficiency on the retrievals. He’s so engaged off-puic - there were so many sequences where he was wide open
on the wing, backdoor, or in the slot, and he just never connected with (despite working open seams and moving constantly to
support the play).

While his defensive effort started out rocky in this one -- a blown zone while the puck was being battled at the net front, Fantilli
was a disruptor defensively. He locked to secondary threats eliminating their sticks, scanned often and moved proactively, and
he was a constant pressure pusher -- so much so that he caused problems for Ohio’s point men. The desire to be impactful
makes him special. These ineffeicencies in his game will work their way out with haste.

David St-Louis: January 4th, 2022 - USA vs CAN - WJ20

Fantilli didn’t play a lot. His game still lacks a bit of control. He really wants to do too much with the puck and away from the
puck. He tries to dangle through multiple defenders, speed past them, and crush them on the forecheck. He’s almost over-pacey
right now. It’'s when the game settles down a bit and he has time to think and plan that he starts to shine. He can anticipate
one-play-away and position himself for that next pass. He almost scored doing that, hitting a post. | see that facet of his play in
college, too. He’s not as mature as Carlsson or as talented as Bedard, but he could be a healthy mix of both when he settles in
his pro identity, not reaching their highs, but being more versatile, better defensively -- maybe.

David St-Louis: December 3i1st, 2022 - Canada vs Sweden - WJ20
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Fantilli was demoted in this tournament, but the flashes are still there: speed, rushes, passing ability, physicality (although it’s a
facet that he needs to learn to control). What separates him the most from a player like Bedard is the situation awareness. Fantilli
is just a beat slower to understand which situation he’s in, what the defensive picture is, and where his outlets are. He’s already
fixated on one play and not always the best one. He’s young for this tournament, however, and | still like his hockey sense.

David St-Louis: December 26th, 2022 - Canada vs Czech - WJ20

Some would call this a rough game for Fantilli, as he was directly responsible for two of the opposition’s goals, and it would

be fair. He missed a scan and was late, just a bit, on a stick check as a defenceman drove behind him, and he went to double
cover another opponent on a second goal with Zellweger. It was just as much Zellweger’s fault, but the difference is that Fantilli
saw Zellweger arrive to cover his opponent; he could have switched. He didn’t. Those aren’t mistakes that matter -- at all. Overall,
Fantilli was Fantilli. He showed advanced offensive ideas from the Michigan to delaying and hitting the trailer off the rush. He also
adapted his speed to stay or enter pockets of space to link passing plays. His plays, for the most part, failed. But | love the way
he approaches the game anyway.

J.D. Burke: December 3rd, 2022 - Michigan vs. Wisconsin - NCAA

Another relatively quiet outing from Fantilli, who failed to find the scoresheet, though not for a lack of trying — seven shots on
goal in this one, two of which looked like sure goals were it not for a pair of ridiculous saves from Jared Moe. Play selection was
a bit of a problem. You were caught watching Fantilli skate at numbers, trying to dangle his way to a highlight reel goal while
either failing to register or just outright ignoring passing options or making passes to players who were in worse positions than
himself, again missing better options. Fantilli does an excellent job of creating shooting opportunities for himself. He works with

a high off puck pace, finds space between checks, and times his arrivals perfectly. Puck skills are obviously beyond reproach, |
just wish he would rein it in a bit at times.

J.D. Burke: December 2nd, 2022 - Michigan vs. Wisconsin - NCAA

I'm not sure I'd necessarily characterize this as a poor performance from Fantilli, but | don’t think it was a particularly good one
either. His puck touches were few, and he really didn’t make much of anything happen with possession either. It was a lot of
the same hero puck that marred my Fantilli viewings in early October. That said, | thought he did some exceptionally good work
on the penalty Kill, scanning off puck, closing on players as passes arrived, and taking valuable time off the clock by playing
keepaway. Fantilli picked up a goal in the third period with a one-timer from the goalline that looked spectacular at first glance,
but was actually more of a whiff than anything — he barely connected with the puck and it just kind of squeezed between
Jared Moe’s skate and the post en route to the back of the net.

Mitchell Brown: November 26th, 2022 - Harvard vs. Michigan - NCAA

Fantilli followed up yesterday’s incredible performance with another solid one. The skating, handling skill, and shockingly, patience
in transition all stood out. He cut back, then attacked defenders with a speed differential. Showed off the hands, baiting the poke
and tucking pucks under their stick. Usually enters the 1-on-1 at an angle, keeps his feet moving throughout. In transition, he

was very inefficient but also showed tons of projectable stuff: stepping inside before passing, working pucks laterally to moving
teammates, and resetting. The playmaking comes and goes. In this one, it wasn’t really there, despite his flashy assist. He missed
opportunities to move pucks early, even with a clear lane, to instead of make a significantly worse play a second later. Lacks
deception at times. Best playmaking comes when he’s gliding with time and space to find his options. Same projection as before.

Mitchell Brown: November 25th, 2022 - Harvard vs. Michigan - NCAA

A fantastic game from Fantilli, showing the full toolkit (but with the same limitations as normal). The way he gets open in the slot
really stands out. It’s not just mindless movement, but timed dashes into the slot, stick presented, head up. The shot’s a 7-plus.
Top hand’s always in position to shoot instantly. Weight’s over one leg or the other as he enters space. When he’s not preparing
to shoot, he’s skating into defenders to set picks, cause collisions, and create lanes. Always establishes body positioning. The
playmaking’s not great. There are flashes of really high-end stuff, but he doesn’t deceive consistently, forces plays into lanes
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that aren’t open, and doesn't show much ability to open closed lanes. In general, he’s a more proactive passer than previous,
using give-and-gos and making the early pass to create advantages. | think the playmaking will improve significantly. He’s a first
overall-calibre talent.

Cam Robinson: November 12th, 2022 - Michigan vs. Notre Dame - NCAA

Fantilli simply impresses even when he’s not impacting the scoresheet in a major way. The way he handles his routes in
transition. The way he’s able to use the darting move to the inside, coupled with his hands to unload his shot. The physicality
that he’s been adding. Each of these traits are highly uncommon in a freshman - but as a package, they’re extremely rare. |
especially like how much power he can generate with his stride, but he doesn’t rely on it simply catch defender’s flat-footed. The
edges have grown noticeably over the last season. He’s giving Bedard a run for his money this year.

Mitchell Brown: November 12th, 2022 - Michigan vs. Notre Dame - NCAA

A quiet performance from Fantilli, but I'm still coming away impressed in performances like these. He wasn’t creating much
high-value offence but his growth as a distributor continues. Moves the puck at the right moments. When carrying, he attacks at
angle, then cuts across. He’s no longer the outrace player that he was before. The shot’s like 7, at least. Hands and feet always
in position to shoot, pucks explode off his stick. Understands how to get open, with his movements standing out on a Michigan
team that does the off-puck movement better than anyone outside the NHL. Just flattened a guy, too. He looks like a future top-
line forward. A first overall-calibre talent.

David St-Louis: November 11th, 2022 - Michigan vs. Notre Dame - NCAA

Fantilli had a quieter 2nd and 3rd period, but the first one was another reminder of his skills. He attacked defenders on arcs,
feinted them, showed great outside edge moves like cutbacks to separate and protect the puck, played with a lot of pace,
attacked the middle to collapse the defensive formation on himself and kick the puck wide...The skating off the rush grades as
above-average for sure. Even his defensive effort and overall puck management was good. In the 2nd and 3rd period, he forced
more passes however. They were predictable to defenders or just impossible to connect. The decision-making could still improve,
but the tools and the flashes of high-end thinking makes him a clear top-2 player.

Cam Robinson: November 11th, 2022 - Michigan vs. Notre Dame - NCAA

Fantilli wasn't as demonstrably excellent in this one, but there were still the flashes - especially in transition where he’s so
powerful and shifty. Loads of confidence. Notre Dame played him tight throughout though and he wasn’t able to get his shot
through or capitilize on the man-advantage. He did make one clean backhand chip over the blade while in-flight and entering the
zone on the power-play before rifling the shot just high. He did still grab two helpers - including one excellent primary one where
he recovered the puck on the left wall, spun, assessed, made and outside-inside deke and snapped it to the netfront all in one-
motion for a one-time chip in goal. Couple of forced errors on the wall in the defensive end and threw the puck away across the
ice once or twice. But the power, the transitional effectiveness, the intelligence. It’s all there. Even when he’s not at his best.

J.D. Burke: November 5th, 2022 - Michigan vs. Penn State - NCAA

Another one of those performances where Fantilli could go entire periods (like, say, the opening frame) without generating

much of anything, and then his tools just allow him to flip a switch and take control for a shift or two at a time. Real hot and
cold. At his best, Fantilli was pushing pace, collecting passes without breaking stride, attacking through the neutral zone with
weaving rush patterns and disappearing into defenders blind spots as they pivoted to match his speed. That was the good stuff.
Other than the assist (a retrieval behind the net that he turned into a pass out front to Mackie Samoskevich) and his overtime
winner (Fantilli hopped on a rebound and snapped it past the Penn State goaltender), there wasn’t an awful lot from him during
sustained in-zone possessions — no sequencing of passing plays or even really much off-puck movement or pace to create
looks for himself. Defensively, Fantilli worked hard enough, but he was far too puck-focused on a few occasions and could’ve
easily been burnt. The physical skills are all so ridiculously advanced, but he’s really left me wanting in a lot of my viewings.
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David St-Louis: October 29th, 2022 - Western Michigan vs. Michigan - NCAA

Impressive, impressive performance from Fantilli. | tried to save and cut all the highlights from this game to share with the

world on Twitter, but they didn’t all fit inside the 2 minutes limit: slip, hook, and backhand passes followed by dangles through
and around opponents, massive hits, forechecks, and timed off-puck movements, anticipated ones to score. Even his defensive
game was on point. He played the penalty Kill, pressured opponents, and intercepted passes. He looked like a fourth-year

NCAA veteran. The puck management was much better than the previous game, too. It’'s rare we see prospects make instant
adjustments to their play like this. Western wasn’t as good as the last game defensively, but Fantilli (and Samoskevich) opened
them up, too. Skating looks like above-average projection, the handling, too (significantly above, with every play blending into the
next again), the physicality will be more than NHL calibre..There is a bit of everything in his game. And the hockey sense mark
keeps improving. He also has the size. If he keeps up performances like this one, he could be the number one overall pick at the
end of the season.

Cam Robinson: October 29th, 2022 - Western Michigan vs. Michigan - NCAA

This was a standout performance from Fantilli. He grabbed two second-period goals and eight shots in the 6-5 OT victory. It
always amazes me when a player of his calibre is able to sift around the offensive zone and time his landing in the soft spot just
when he needs to get there, but that’s what Fantilli did on his first goal and what he seems to do on a regular basis. His passing
game looked excellent in this one too. He was managing the puck well, drawing coverage, hitting seams, sending little slip
passes back and up. He was physical on the forecheck while taking strong routes. There’s no way this kid looks anything like a
freshman out there. The confidence is staggering.

David St-Louis: October 28th, 2022 - Michigan vs. Western Michigan - NCAA

This was a bit of a down performance from Fantili, which was expected against a stronger defence. Not many of his plays
connected, but he still absolutely looks like he belongs. Rare are the 17-year-olds who can score on a closely contested net-drive
like he did, by protecting the puck with his handling skills and body. His handling is really what shone the most in his game;
each move blended into the next. He spotted vulnerabilities in defenders’ coverage and exploited them, not with grandiose
dangles, but simply by sliding the puck into open areas, away from their stick. The off-puck game was on point, too. The speed
overall didn’'t look as great as some of his early performances. It still projects as above-average in the NHL for me for the
moment, but His rushing game could be more limited against better formations at his age in the NCAA.

David St-Louis: October 21th, 2022 - Lake Superior vs. Michigan - NCAA

A great performance from Fantilli...against Lake Superior, but a great performance nonetheless. He scored with two-net-drives,
one with a catch-and-release shot and another one by dangling through a defender and then sliding the puck under the goalie.
The opposition was pretty weak, but Fantilli wasn’t forcing anything. He clearly recognized his opportunities and used them, he
made plays to his teammates, showed better support and scanning than | remember, and won many battles by establishing
body positioning. So, this was a game that featured both good displays of habits and skills. If Fantilly can push his hockey sense
grade to high-end this season, no one will be able to move him out of that top-2 ranking spot.

Mitchell Brown: October 16th, 2022 - Boston University vs. Michigan - NCAA

Some incredible plays from Fantilli and some downright awful ones. Set-up a goal with a laser-beam for a cross-ice pass on the
power play. Late in the game, faked the shot, froze the defenders, and passed cross-ice for a chance. Attentive support player
across the ice, especially in his own zone. He skated straight into pressure without an escape route. Creates speed differentials
for himself but doesn’t exploit them. Tries to dangle through defenders in high-leverage situations where the reward would be
minimal, and perhaps even worse than if he just made the basic pass. Threw away pucks on the breakout, failing to check over
both shoulders for threats. Missed opportunities to drive inside for a chance, instead taking a low percentage shot. The physical
tools are exceptional, even if the stride could benefit from more refinement. He’s powerful and aggressive. Hands and shooting
could be 7.5-plus grades. His tools mean the poor plays won’'t matter that much, but itd be nice to see him start using his
teammates, scanning more frequently, and using the advantages he creates.
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Cam Robinson: October 16th, 2022 - Boston University vs. Michigan - NCAA

A mixed bag from Fantilli in this one. Up against a well-rounded team in BU, he was still able to generate a ton of offensive
opportunities and threw 11 pucks towards the net. He also made a pro-level dish to the net front on the man-advantage to nab
an assist in the second frome. He was trying a bit too much on his own though - especially in transition. The hands are strong,
but BU was playing him tight and thwarted those moves or forced him into making poor passes. He was pressured along the
wall in his own end a lot and struggled to make a play in time. These are good experiences for him as he’ll need to be able to
assess quicker and make those wall plays under duress a lot more as he moves up.

David St-Louis: October 14th, 2022 - Boston University vs. Michigan - NCAA

Fantilli finished with three assists, and while he played well, 'm not sure it was a performance that warranted three points.
Michigan is just that good. He didn’t have the puck a whole lot, but when he did, he showed some interesting elements: net-
driving abilities, quick passing, catch-and-release shots..He seems to have an instinct for positioning, off-puck spacing, and for
offensive rotations in general. | wish he didn’t try as many high lob passes from the defensive zone to the neutral-zone. They
didn’t work and they won’t work. 'm not sure yet about skating. The mechanics aren’t perfect, but it's probably one of those
things | shouldn’t obsess over since the speed looks more than fine.

Mitchell Brown: January 7th, 2021 - Chicago Steel vs. Green Bay Gamblers - USHL

A much more refined performance from Fantilli than previous ones. In situations where he usually stretched the ice and looked
to beat the defender wide, he slowed down and cut inside. He delayed with possession on the breakout, using his speed off-
puck to back off defenders and he creates space for his teammates. Deked and then passes instead of looking off looking to
do everything himself. Cross-ice looks, too. There’s still a lack of foresight in his game, highlighted by a sequence where he failed
a deke through a defender with options. Had it worked, he would’ve crashed into the shoulder of the next defender. Physical,

as usual, although in a modern subtle form. He traps the feet then runs through the player with his upper body. Left the game
injured late in the third period.

Mitchell Brown: January 2nd, 2022 - Madison Capitols vs. Chicago Steel - USHL

The best game I've seen from Fantilli this year. A machine on the forecheck and defensively; just so consistent in applying
pressure. He grabbed a pile of scoring chances, combining off-puck movement, individual skill, and mechanical proficiency

to great effect. Scored with a lacrosse goal at a noticeably high pace. The strongest playmaking game I've seen from Fantilli,
delaying to find options, consistently identifying teammates through layers in OZP, and trying some more advanced plays. He
still lacks timing, adaptability, and accuracy. Funnels plays up the board instead of looking to the weak side for options. He tries
to deke through pressure where a pass would have the same effect. The tools are insane. Perhaps a 7-grade shooter, 6-grade
skater, and 8-grade physical player at this stage. But the current iteration of his game will limit his play-creation ability in the
NHL. Lots of time, and he’s improved so much since the start of the year.

Mitchell Brown: November 28th, 2021 - Chicago Steel vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

There’s little doubt that Fantilli's going to be a top-six forward in the NHL. He plays fast. Just non-stop attacks, wave-after-wave.
An NHL-calibre shooter with a number of releases and considerable power. Physical, often excessively. Stride’s all power, waiting
to be harnessed by additional depth and mechanical refinement. And he’s an engaged, proactive defender for a winger and an
inside-driven attacker. But | still question the heights that he’ll reach in the NHL. While he wants to play on the inside, he defaults
to beating defenders along the perimeter first — highlighted by a trio of sequences where he could’ve cut across the front of a
defender and instead tried to beat them wide. He forces passes that aren’t there, forces through defenders when he has their
feet beat, and gets locked into outracing players with the puck. He’s definitely a more skilled playmaker than he’s shown thus
far, flashing a delay game, one-touch ability, and deceptive setups built around his handling. He’s definitely a top prospect for the
2023 NHL Draft, arguably the No. 2 considering Michkov’s contract.

Mitchell Brown: November 26th, 2021 - Chicago Steel vs. Youngstown Phantoms - USHL
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This was the most diverse game I've seen from Fantilli in terms of rush patterns. Consistently faking the outside before cutting
to the middle early, often in the NZ. Few outside lane dashes. His aggressiveness bringing the puck to the middle will really help
his game at the next level. First, he has to start making better decisions on the inside, however. He kept trying to deke through
pressure and trying to teleport the puck through defenders instead of delaying, problem-solving, or making the easy pass.

His playmaking in other areas, shines however. He finished his off-puck route, creating the drop pass opportunity for a goal.
Consistently builds speed under the puck. Of course, there’s shooting and power element to his game, as well. He requires lots
of refinement, but it’s still a season-and-a-half away. Looks like a top prospect for 2023 with top-line upside.

Mitchell Brown: October 30th, 2021 - Chicago Steel vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

The way Fantilli handles the puck is integral to his success. His top hands always pushed in front of body -- ready to shoot,
deke, or pass without adjustment. He uses that combined with pace and power to consistently create offence of all types.
Problem-solves to find new opportunities, and has a manipulative mindset when looking to pass. Precise timing on his passes,
especially in transition. He’s a bit drive-wide-dependent, but he’s such an explosive and deceptive player that | think he can do it
at the next level. Very involved in the backcheck and forecheck. Top-line potential.

Mitchell Brown: October 29th, 2021 - Chicago Steel vs. NTDP U18s - USHL

Fantilli’s electric with the puck. He’s a power-shooter who bounces between finesse and kicking the front door in. There’s still
skating work to be done, but he’s manipulating defenders, attacking the inside, and deceiving when given the chance. He’s

still mostly a shooter. He comes in, either tries to drive through the defender and get to the net or cuts across and fires. Shot

is super advanced: Elbow up, distance between feet, proper shot selection, turns pass into catch-and-release shots, shoots in
stride, and so on. He’s a bit careless on the breakout, but overall, it’s tough to see Fantilli becoming a top-5 pick, especially if the
playmaking comes along.

Mitchell Brown: October 22nd, 2021 - Chicago Steel vs. Green Bay Gamblers - USHL

Fantill’'s an impressive player for many reasons, but his energy on the backcheck, physicality, and puck retrieval skills were the
shining elements tonight. He seeks contact at every possible opportunity, sometimes even forgoing the skill play to just run into
someone. But his game lacks serious refinement with puck. He tries to deke constantly. Many were successful. Just as many
weren’t. Poor set ups: straight line, in a glide, waiting for a reaction that never came because he wasn’t drawing it out. Instead of
delaying or problem-solving, he forces the play anyway. Half of his moves were better if he just cut inside instead of trying to go
around. Hurries his passes under pressure. He’s a wicked shooter already, and he has some scoring instincts around the net. To
become a top player at the next level, he needs to manipulate pressure, work give-and-gos, and develop a delay game. Physical
tools are exceptional; likely a top-3 pick next year.

J.D. Burke: September 25th, 2021 - Chicago Steel vs. Fargo Force - USHL

You just knew from the opening faceoff that Fantili came to play. He just about made something happen every time the

puck was on his stick. He's so deceptive, which is a great sign for his development. Rather than just trying to power through
opponents, Fantili is now starting to shift them out of his way entirely. Where he was once a fearless kid, he’s now an absolute
force and a lot for opponents to handle physically. Some great puck protection mechanics sealing off back-pressure on the
shorthanded goal he scored in this contest. Huge backcheck in this one, too. Needs to rein in his feet a bit, as the kicking
motion is a little on the inefficient side.

J.D. Burke: March 27th, 2021 - Chicago Steel vs. USNTDP U18 - USHL

This kid just attacks. He plays at one pace, throws himself at the opposition with reckless abandon, gets physically bullied, and
comes back for more. It's honestly a little inspiring in its own way. You know what? There’s plenty of skill to go with the speed
and bravery, and that’s how Fantilli is playing top-line minutes in the USHL two years away from walking the draft’s stage. He’s

still attacking in a straight line, and the physical limitations are so overwhelmingly obvious at this level, but you put the puck on
his stick in space, and he'll do damage. That happened, as Fantilli sniped one home in the third period of this game.
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AGE 17.721  DATE OF BIRTH Dec 26,2004 DRAFT ELIGIBILITY DY

SHADES OF Anze Kopitar, Joe Thornton

Ankle - o
. Hockey IQ ' Breaker . Vision

Player Info Player Grades
LW/C Left 55 | | 7 |
Position Shoots Skating Shooting Passing
- 63" 194 lbs 75 | | 65 |
Offensive
Forward Height Weight Puckhandling Hockey Sense Physical
a Team League GP G A P P/GP
Highest Power - OrebroHK SHL 44 10 15 25 0.57
Ceiling Forward Sweden U20 WJC-20 7 3 3 6 0.86
Sweden U20 (all) International-Jr 15 10 7 17 113
N
¥ SCOUTING REPORT
The list of more complete, well-rounded players in this year’s draft Leo Carlsson
than Leo Carlsson is a short one. If you're reading this draft guide in F | Orebro HK | SHL | 2023 NHL Draft
its ranked order, then you've already crossed their paths. After that? Games Tracked: 20 | Minutes Tracked: 272.3
Nada Data tracked by Lassi Alanen ((@lassialanen) | 5v5 only

He’s the real deal. The total package. Whatever you look for in a draft
prospect, Carlsson’s got it in spades. >assing

You could gather as much with a cursory glance at his Elite
Prospects page, too. Carlsson finished fifth all-time in draft-year
scoring in the SHL, one point behind Washington Capitals centre
Nicklas Backstrom, though they tied in per-game output. He was
nearly a point a game with Sweden at the World Juniors. To cap it
all off, Carlsson heeded his country’s call at the World Championship, Defence
even centring their top line at times.

You don’t amass a list of accomplishments like that without the sort
of skill, maturity, and physical build that Carlsson brings to the table.
The foundation on which his game rests is his sense. It's the highest-
graded tool on our 1-to-9 linear system, checking in at 7.5, tied for
fourth-highest mark in the entire draft.

CHIL

Z-Score

Carlsson’s ability to register gaps in defensive coverage, recognize passing options, keep pace with offensive and defensive
rotations, and manipulate opponents to his whims makes him a constant threat. Simply put: He’s never out of position, always one
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or two steps ahead of his opponents.

That natural feel for the game as a starting point kind of acts as a force multiplier on everything else Carlsson does on the ice. It
elevates his skilled passing to creative, cunning displays of playmaking; his good-not-great shot to a legitimate finishing weapon.

Don’t mistake Carlsson for a player with an all-sense build, though. He’s legitimately skilled, too. Crafty as a handler, intelligent and
cunning enough to set up each manoeuvre with eye-level and body deception, and dextrous enough to swashbuckle his way
through defensive formations en route to the goal.

He’s not afraid to drive the inside, either. Carlsson practically lives there at times, working a high off-puck pace and a wilingness
to doll out and take physical punishment to get around the goalmouth, where all the fun stuff happens.

The catch, and it's an all too familiar one, is that the foot speed isn’'t quite where youd like it to be with this player. He's hardly
plodding out there, but I'd hardly rate his mobility as anything more than slightly above average, if that. Mainly, this owes to a
high stance, one that lacks ankle dorsiflexion and suffers a heel kick on extensions, a set of deficiencies that not only limit his top
speed but his capacity to protect the puck, too.

There also just isn't as much developmental runway in front of Carlsson as there is with other prospects. He’'s about as physically
developed as he'll get, relatively close to his ceiling as a player already. This isn't to say that he won’t improve with time. Not by
any stretch. But there’s probably a cap on how much more we can expect from Carlsson at the next level.

Thing is, there’s no such thing as a perfect prospect, but Carlsson is pretty damn close. In most years, he’s an uncontested No. 1
overall pick. This year, he’s more like to go at two or three.

Some consolation prize for teams who lost in the NHL Draft Lottery. All they’re going to get is a player with first-line centre

potential who can score at a point a game clip, take on tough matchups, and contribute in every phase of the hockey game.
That’'s what you're getting with Carlsson.

¥ LINKS & MEDIA

Meet the Team: Sweden’s 2023 U18 Sweden Stock Watch: Leo Carilsson Standout draft-eligible
World Hockey Championship roster catching fire in the SHL playoffs performances at the 2023 World
Juniors

¥ INDUSTRY CHATTER

“l didn’t see him a ton in person, but our guys in Sweden raved about him a ton. Long-time NHLer | think.” - Western
Conference scout, May 2023

“Love him. He’s big bodied, has good hands, the sense is there, can complete his passes, the work ethic is strong.
Just a really good player.

“I definitely think Leo Carlsson is more talented than Adam Fantilli. The only thing that Fantilli has on Carlsson is that
he’s a much more physical, intense player. With the puck? No comparison.” — Eastern Conference scout, May 2023


https://eprinkside.com/2023/04/13/meet-the-team-swedens-2023-u18-world-hockey-championship-roster
https://eprinkside.com/2023/04/03/sweden-stock-watch-leo-carlsson-catching-fire-in-the-shl-playoffs
https://eprinkside.com/2023/01/10/stock-watch-post-world-junior-championship-edition
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“l like him. He has a big body, skilled. Has shown he can make plays and score. | want to see him play with more pace
and get inside more consistently. | have a bit of a concern there. No concerns about the NHL. He’s too skilled and too
big and talented. I'm guessing he goes third overall. You feel good he produced in the SHL and World Juniors. It's
going to translate. I've had some friends saying he’s competing to go two but | think there’s a drop. | also don’t think
he’s the third most talented player in the draft but | think he goes third.” — NHL scout, April 2023

"The role he has in Orebro... with power play and offensive time — it’s cool to see! He reads the game in a fantastic
way and finds good solutions at a high pace. Very loyal to the team.” — Sweden World Juniors head coach Magnus
Havelid, December 2022

¥ GAME REPORTS

David St-Louis: May 18th, 2023 - Sweden vs. Hungary - World Championships

Carlsson showed a lot of skills in this game. He won battles, forechecked, stole the puck, and immediately found teammates

in the slot. He carried the puck across zones with crossovers, made weight-shift fakes to open lanes, and then moved around
defenders. He attacked the slot in the offensive zone, faked shots and then connected with teammates...Just a great playmaking
performance. And he’s showing that he can handle the center positioning. He’s got the low and slow part of it down. Now, he
just needs to become better at adapting his speed and positioning and scanning behind him to shutdown attacking threats in
this role. Of course, it's Hungary. But the flashes still matter.

David St-Louis: May 15th, 2023 - Finland vs. Sweden - World Championships

| do think Carlsson could play at center. He supports plays well, gets his stick inside lane defensively, supports his defencemen
near the net, can box out opponents, and he manages the puck well low in the zone. He also has the reactionary handling
speed to get the puck out of trouble and the distribution game to connect with line-mates in transition. I've liked some of his
delay plays at this tournament. He has not flashed as much here as in the SHL, but he’s been effective.

David St-Louis: May 14th, 2023 - Sweden vs. Austria - World Championships

A pretty good game from Carlsson, but he didn’t really show his exceptional qualities either. | liked his defence; he stuck to
his man. He made give-and-goes, dangled around a couple of sticks, spent a lot of time in the slot and showed uncoverage
techniques there..He manipulated defenders a bit to open passing lanes or slip pucks through them. And he scored with a
drive-by at the net at the end of the game.

Jimmy Hamrin: May 6th, 2023 - Czechia vs. Sweden - EHT

Leo looks impressively comfortable at this level already. He plays centre on a line with Lucas Raymond and Leo gives Lucas the
room he needs. The ability to adapt to a pro star and make him better impressed me in this game. Leo plays with poise and
certainty. He never holds on to the puck too long or too short. If he needs to hold on to the puck an extra second to create a
play he does so. He also moves the puck effectively to push the play ahead. He has the puck most often on the outside but isn’t
afraid to get inside the slot to create a screen or deflection. His outside play isn't ineffective though, he wins battles, covers the
puck and makes strong plays to the inside. He is strong at keeping possession and creating longer attacks. Leo played on the
first line, first PP-unit and was on the ice with the pulled goalie to try and tie the game late. If he gets used in this role in the
WC, he may get a chance to even better his draft stock and maybe compete closer for the 2nd spot.

David St-Louis: May 4th, 2023 - Sweden vs. Switzerland - EHT
Same Carlsson, but not a lot of highlights in this one. He supported plays well, showed off-puck instincts to get inside passing

lanes and pockets of space, and he made the best play available. He tried to delay upon entering the zone to connect with
teammates, but he often lacked support. He was consistently deceptive and beat defenders with feint. ’'m back to thinking
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that his skating is more of a 4.5 than a 5, however. He lacked a bit of balance and agility in this game. Not sure if he’s all that
comfortable at center yet.

David St-Louis: April 9th, 2023 - Orebro HK vs. Skelleftea AIK - SHL

Only flashes for Carlsson in this game. He used his body to win back pucks on the boards and instantly make plays. His
awareness under pressure is a constant plus and he has the handling skills to evade sticks and make plays in tight spaces. His
skating was a bit of a problem in his defensive pressure. Quick attackers can make him move side to side and then escape from
him. He lacks the agility to follow them. | still really like the hockey sense. It’'s high-end.

Jimmy Hamrin: April 3rd, 2023 - Orebro HK vs. Skellefted AIK - SHL

Another impressive performance. Leo dominated in this game in many different ways. On the first goal of the game, he was
fast into the boards winning the puck in battle in the offensive zone. That started a play with the goal a few passes later. The
relentlessness in that situation was impressive, he looked like a predator hungry for the puck.

He also had a primary assist on a nice play where he opened up the play with some nifty moves on the left side and found a
teammate right on the tape inside the slot to score. He opened up a pocket for the goalscorer to capitalise on. All through the
game he was on the move with the puck or on the hunt to get it. With the puck, he had several scoring chance assists with
fast and precise passing to open teammates. He looked good on the right circle on the power play with a couple of slot passes
too. His shot was the only undermining part of his offence in this game. He fired a couple of one timers but didn’t hit the puck
clearly.

| really like how he, at this level, can travel with the puck while scanning for options at the same time as he covers and/or
handles the puck to get past opponents. Tonight, he looked like an elite player.

Jimmy Hamrin: April 1st, 2023 - Skellefted AIK vs. Orebro HK - SHL

Leo had a very strong game putting up the tying goal and created the game winning goal with a brilliant zone entry set up.
Leo was involved from start to finish in this game. He floated effortless with good positioning defensively and activated speed
fast when his team got the puck. He had many strong zone entries and exits using his speed and play reading. He looks more
explosive than he is when acts so fast. It is like he is seeing the routes to take before everyone else. He rarely gets surprised or
completely shut down. He drove a lot of plays that way in this game. Floating and then taking a fast lane at the right time and
attacking.

He also shows good awareness with the puck making smart short llays around him. He can carry the puck over distance as well
as connect plays with short puck touches. His small-area skill is impressive and had some highlighted moments in this game.

All in all, Leo is starting to take his game to the next level. He had some sequences where he looked like a heavy unstoppable
force. He showed more creative flashes and took more action. | don't have any hesitations of him becoming an elite player in

the NHL. Almost all his skills and style of play is projectable to the NHL. He is really competing for the number two spot in the
upcoming draft.

Jimmy Hamrin: March 27th, 2023 - Timra IK vs. Orebro HK - SHL

Leo was good but not dominant in this game. He didn’t get much offence but had some good plays. He is very active and
smart. How he covers the puck, shows small area skill, makes fast and smart decisions. He had good dekes in tight spots and
had one particular smart behind his back pass in his own end that started a 2-on-1 for his team. He also had a fight (more
wrestling to be honest). Almost all his patterns look translatable to the NHL and smaller rinks. His pre-scan and off-puck play is
so solid. The question mark is how big of a star he will become. If he is not an elite producer, he will still be a very good two-
way player in the NHL nonetheless.

Jimmy Hamrin: March 19th, 2023 - Timra IK vs. Orebro HK - SHL
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Leo had an okay game but not a standout game in any way. He didn't get much ice time late in the third period either. He was
used on the power play but not the penalty Kill. He makes smart reads off-puck and helps his team connect plays. He tried to
drive some offence without success. He skates comfortably with the puck with good puck protection. When an opportunity
dies he takes back the puck for the team to start over instead of dumping it in and keeping possession for the team. He never
looked stressed on the ice. Without the puck he seeked open spots in the offensive zone, usually on the inside. He crashed
the net a couple of times and was tough to handle with his big body. All-in-all a quiet game offensively but showed strong
responsible play all over the ice.

Lassi Alanen: March 2nd, 2023 - Orebro HK vs. Brynas IF - SHL

Carlsson was a major contributor to Orebro’s win in overtime, creating the turnover that directly led to the game-winning goal,
netting him a secondary assist in the process. Carlsson’s small-area craftiness, ie. scooping pucks from in tight, making small
poke passes and one-handed tips, is a big part of his value. One particularly nice play where he received a cross-ice pass off
the rush but didn't opt for an immediate shot, instead deking around the defender who was expecting to block and doubling
the danger level of the chance. Could’ve engaged a bit better in a few defensive sequences and didn’t have the most offensively
dominant game overall, but even in an average game, Carlsson is able to impact the game positively. For many draft-eligibles at
this level, this would’ve been among their best games of the season.

Lassi Alanen: February 18th, 2023 - Orebro HK vs. Linképing HC - SHL

One of the better SHL viewings from Carlsson, albeit he did cool off a bit the later the game got. Still, scored with a slick
net-front deflection and set up a couple high-quality looks for his linemates. Especially early on, it felt like he was involved
everywhere all the time. Skating continues to look more and more projectable as far as the speed and first few steps go, even
if he’s likely never going to be the most mechanically sound. Showed a well-rounded offensive game with some off-puck flashes
and great playmaking moments. Played his usual selfless game, using his teammates a lot and avoiding holding onto the puck
for too long; sometimes | feel like he could be a bit more individualistic even.

Lassi Alanen: February 16th, 2023 - Orebro HK vs. Timra IK - SHL

This was a much better demonstration of Carlsson’s abilities than the last viewing a few weeks ago. He was making a lot of
smart, little passing plays off the rush, gaining the zone, dropping the puck back to his teammate, then creating space by
finishing his route down the middle. One of those drives resulted in a goal after the puck ended up bouncing to him in the net-
front. He’s just such a professional with all the little details. Doesn’t necessarily push his limits as much as he could, but that’s the
situation he’s in playing in a pro league instead of juniors. The combination of quickness and puck protection skills makes him a
tough one to defend even for the stronger defenders.

J.D. Burke: February 4th, 2023 - Leksands IF vs. Orebro HK - SHL

Carlsson didn't even get to take part in a sustained offensive zone sequence until about the midway point in the hockey game.
Then his line flipped a switch and dominated play from about that point on. Carlsson made some really exemplary plays in that
time, including one rush sequence where he corralled a difficult pass on the entry and hit a trailing option with a spinning dish
for what could’ve been a scoring chance — really sharp problem-solving ability and skill on full display there. Carlsson supported
the play, made well-timed movements off-puck to create passing lanes, and he was really quite sound defensively when things
weren’t going his line’s way early.

Lassi Alanen: January 31st, 2023 - Vxjo Lakers vs. Orebro HK - SHL

This wasn’'t a very exciting game for Carlsson, not recording a single shot attempt or shot assist throughout. Just wasn’t
getting the puck in any zone, spending a lot of time chasing on the forecheck and defending the cycle at the point. He wasn’t
necessarily bad, just rather invisible for large stretches. | think he’s added one or two steps of quickness to his skating this
season, though. His first few steps are more explosive and the top speed is formidable. If he adds more fluidity, you could argue
his skating projection has jumped over average, maybe to 5.5 territory on our scale.



=<4 NHL Draft Guide Leo Carlsson

David St-Louis: January 28th, 2023 - Leksands IF vs. Orebro HK - SHL

Carlsson showed more of his rushing game in this one. He can pick up speed with crossovers, cut across the ice, enter the
zone, cut back against a defender, and feed a pass to one of his teammates coming in behind. It’s a formula that could work
for him in the NHL -- if he adds just a bit more explosiveness. I've seen a lot of talks about moving Carlsson to center, and while
he does have center defensive skills (the supporting game, the awareness, the stick work...), a team that does that would lose
some very clean breakouts from the wall. Carlsson is so effective at holding off pinching defencemen, protecting the puck, and
bumping it to middle-driving teammates. He’s honed that part of his game a lot and it already seems above NHL average. He
uses give-and-goes in transition, can manipulate defenders, and feed passes to the slot. A lot of skill, a lot of great habits.

David St-Louis: January 21st, 2023 - Orebro HK vs. HV71 - SHL

Carlsson looks quick. The skating fluidity (transition between crossovers and forward strides and the opposition) isn't up to
NHL standards, but the overall straight-line speed and two-step acceleration are what matters in his game anyway. He’s always
manipulative, always scanning, always finding solution to pressure. The game looks easy for him and | wonder why he’s not
playing more since he’s making an impact every time the puck touches his stick. He uses teammates, but can also escape
defenders by using a combination of puck protection skills and stickhandling moves. Just a pro.

Jimmy Hamrin: January 19th, 2023 - Timra IK vs. Orebro HK - SHL

A strong game by Carlsson. He is again one of the most impactful players in a game and scored a goal. A thing that makes
him so impactful is his awareness in all situations. He is proactive to get first to the puck in battles. He prepares to handle the
opponent and to cover the puck. As a whole, this was a low eventful game and not many clear scoring chances. Leo created
some of them by taking the puck to the middle. He did not need a lot of space to get the puck into danger. Leo also had a
strong checking game and one a lot of board battles and was the brain behind many of Orebros retrievals high in the offensive
zone.

With the game being low paced with tight battles it fitted Leo’s strengths well. He is very strong for an 18 year old and the
way he outsmarts opponents ahead of puck battles makes him effective. When he skated with the puck he scanned well and
also showed strong awareness and had a good passing game. He opened up the ice well a couple of times. He is also smart
in skating into where the puck is heading before his opponents. These situations are translatable to how games in the NHL are
played too.

Lassi Alanen: January 12th, 2023 - Orebro HK vs. Linképing HC - SHL

I'm less and less worried about Carlsson’s skating being an issue at the next level. The mechanics aren’t necessarily great, but
there’s been clear, continuous improvement made. There’s quite a lot of ankle flexion visible during most of his strides and the
extensions are pretty well completed and the overall stance has become deeper. He showcased that particularly in his second
shift of the game, driving and beating a defender via the outside lane off the rush, then cutting to the inside for a high-danger
backhand chance. Not the most eventful game from Carlsson overall, a lot of time spent in the defensive zone. He did score,
though, releasing a nice cross-body outside leg wrister on the power play. Small-area skill, physical play were also visible in
occasion. Struggled a bit in transition, but mostly because his team was behind most of the time.

Lassi Alanen: January 4th, 2023 - Sweden vs. Czechia - U20 WJC

Not the best game of the tournament from Carlsson, but still found ways to make an impact as his linemates struggled quite a
bit. A couple of excellent quick and accurate feeds from the boards to the middle, a few forechecking steals. The skating is a
limiting factor, but he makes it work and I've liked his rush patterns throughout the tournament. Just quite couldn’t complete the
dekes in this one. AlImost ended the OT by attacking the middle, staying on the puck against two opponents before setting up
his linemate for a chance.

David St-Louis: January 2nd, 2023 - Sweden vs. Finland - U20 WJC
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A great performance from Leo Carlsson. He showed his ability to bring the puck from the wall to the front of the net multiple
times. He attacked that area constantly without it, too, scoring two times from his drive. He also almost put up another goal

by driving wide on a defender, freezing him first with a feint. The combination of off-puck skKills, anticipation, physical skills, and
playmaking is really dangerous in his game. He has a bunch of little technical detail in his game; | like the way he takes care of
opposing sticks first when entering battles.

David St-Louis: December 31st, 2022 - Canada vs. Sweden - U20 WJC

There just aren’'t many plays available to Carlsson in a game like this. Yet, he still makes them happen as much as possible.

He moves the puck quickly to teammates, anticipates their runs, but also tries to force his way through. He created entries

by spotting the puck into space, by dropping it to teammates, generally showed a soft touch in his handling, and made a
couple commanding passes, those indicating to teammates where they should move by sending the puck to specific areas. He
constantly tries to create “heels”, to make defenders turn in a direction so that he can shift in the other, but his skating looked
like more of a problem against the dynamic forwards of Team Canada.

David St-Louis: December 27th, 2022 - Germany vs. Sweden - U20 WJC

| don’t think Bystedt and Carlsson are good complements. One wants to rush through entire teams and the other one looks to
build scoring chances with short passes. Calrsson plays at a lower-pace and with less agility than many other Swedish forwards
in this team, but he might be the smartest. He gets pucks from the wall to the inside part of the ice, identify passing lanes
instantly, manipulates defenders to create them, and gets open for return passes. He always knows his next play. His skating,

at least in straight-lines, doesn't seem to be a problem at all in this tournament. It’s another story when he looks to change
direction or accelerate from a stop, however. I'm still a big fan.

Mitchell Brown: December 27th, 2022 - Germany vs. Sweden - U20 WJC

A bit of a scare for Sweden in this one, part of that’s likely linked to Carlsson. He was very good, but he was also careless

with the puck. He threw away pucks with passes that missed their target or wouldn’t have benefitted their target had they
connected. That killed a fair bit of the momentum his line was building. But the rest of his game is so obviously NHL-calibre. He
attacks the middle instantly, delays the right moments, supports plays effectively, and has pro-habits defensively. The handling
skill and general fluidity are so impressive, and will only improve as his skating becomes more consistent and powerful. How
easily he handles the puck with his full wingspan — in tight, across on the forehand, across on the backhand — really stands out,
it's not unlike watching Jason Robertson. He looked like a potential top-line forward.

Cam Robinson: December 8th, 2022 - Orebro HK vs HV71 - SHL

Leo Carlsson was back to some of his old tricks in this one. Manipulating the puck in tight spaces, making defenders miss,
coming off of the wall with possession and a plan. He scored a nice goal at the net front on the man-advantage as the puck
squirted out front. The netminder challenged and Carlsson quickly looked shot before slipping it to his backhand for an empty
cage. Earlier in the game he walked in against several defenders and dangled around two before going between the legs for a
scoring chance that failed. But the level of difficulty, the situation, the level of play that he was trying these type of moves, and
mostlly succeeding with them, was impressive. I'm still unsure about the feet. He has such a wide base, but it doesn’t really
hinder his speed out there and certainly adds to his strength and balance. It does hinder his ability to fully cross over though.

The motor was running throughout, he has pro habits along the wall in the defensive end. The strength. The pre-scans. The
hands. Very projectable stuff.

Lassi Alanen: November 24th, 2022 - Frélunda HC vs. Orebro HK - SHL
Carlsson hasn’t scored in a few SHL games, but | wouldn’'t be too worried. He had multiple good OZ shifts in this one, slipping

pucks to the middle from the boards and getting a grade A rebound chance late in the game. The skating limited him a bit on
few occasions, notably couldn’t really get enough leverage and complete his crossovers to drive the net. The work rate and
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defensive game are very projectable, though. Always scanning, reading the situation and responding accordingly.
David St-Louis: November 13th, 2022 - Sweden vs. Finland - U20 Five Nations

| don’'t know if we are allowed swearing in game reports, but hopefully the editor will miss this one. Holy fuck. One of the best
performances I've seen from a draft-eligible prospect over the past two seasons. Of course, the competition wasn’'t as good as
what Carlsson is usually facing -- and it showed. Incredible smart and skill sequences. | don't know where to start. The skating
looked better (but it was a zoomed-in camera) and the handling skills looked elite. On multiple occasions, Carlsson showed
manipulative playmaking abilities and even high-level planning. The hockey sense grade, based on this viewing only, would be

at least an 8. The game felt incredibly easy: he made picks to create space for teammates on breakouts (and himself), slowed
down opponents in transition with his forecheck, dominated the boards (getting away with possession, spinning on opponents to
retain it, and find outlets), adapted his skating to stay or find pockets of space, went to the net-front for rebounds, rushed in the
offensive zone with a combination of crossovers and weight shift fakes, created separation from opponents with feints... Just an
amazing performance. Clear top-3, maybe top-2 in this draft.

Lassi Alanen: November 13th, 2022 - Sweden vs. Finland - U20 Five Nations

At times Carlsson was really styling on the Finnish challenger squad, encapsulated by the third period goal where he deked his
way through the defender and roofed the puck in very quick succession, demonstrating high-end puck control. Carlsson was
relying on his hands more than usual, embarrassing defenders a few times and turning the puck over in other sequences. Still,
there were also some impressive rush patterns (heavy crossover usage, changes of pace to gain separation, puck protection)
and displays of passing skill (hooks, slips, manipulation). Kept his pace high throughout the game, making a NZ steal with a
clever stick lift, passing to his winger, then sprinting up down the middle to receive the puck back, getting a high-danger chance
and drawing a penalty. In other sequence, he recovered the puck along the boards, made a quick pass, then relocated towards
net, leaving the defender behind him and tapping in a goal after a clever pass by his teammate. Carlsson’s skating habits and
overall output is clearly greater than the mechanics. His handling was a bit inconsistent throughout the tournament, but there
were some high-end moments, too. Among the best playmakers in the draft, plays with pace and understands off-puck routes/
positioning, applies pressure well and works hard. He should be in contention for a top-3 slot.

Lassi Alanen: November 12th, 2022 - Sweden vs. Finland - U20 Five Nations

Sweden got outplayed heavily here, and Carlsson didn’t have his best game, though he still managed to have some great
sequences. One of them involved him sprinting straight out of DZ faceoff, getting to the loose puck before the defender for an
exit, then crossing over to the middle, creating space for his linemate by drawing the lone defender with him, then perfectly
slipping the puck under the defender’s stick for a partial breakaway. Also had some more subtle yet creative passing plays. On
the other hand, he forced a bit at times, trying to do too much by himself and ran out of options.

Lassi Alanen: November 10th, 2022 - Sweden vs. Czechia - U20 Five Nations

Carlsson was probably a bit more inefficient here than he is usually in the SHL. Most notably he was trying to handle his way
through defenders 1v1 and sometimes not making the humble play, instead holding on to the puck too long. Did he still create
offence? You bet. Added a pretty assist by forechecking the puck back in the OZ, then hooking a drop pass for a scoring
chance and a goal. Also deflected a bouncing puck for a 4v4 goal of his own, and could have easily had more points with
multiple individual chances and also setups. Always using hooks and slips to dodge defenders’ sticks. Also a crafty cross-ice
backhand saucer to set up a high-danger chance off the rush. A bit more mishandling than usual, fumbling some possessions,
but also some great highlights of puck control in tight. His ability to scoop loose/50-50 pucks is also hotable.

Jimmy Hamrin: October 25th, 2022 - Orebro HK vs. Luled HF - SHL
Leo has a great motor. He is always on the move, challenging and creating offense. He works hard defensively as well. He reads

the game well and is strong away from the puck too. Defensively, he detects danger and takes smart lanes in his checking.
Offensively, he engages and gives good support for teammates. His strength and balance are very impressive at this age against
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men. He rarely loses a physical puck battle and can hold off opponents and skate away with the puck.

With the puck, Leo played more individually in this game. He travelled with the puck and tried to find openings. He did not show
skills to open up space but he sure showed that he is good at taking advantage of the space that is given to him. Twice in the
game he came with high speed towards a defenseman who gave too much gap and he just walked by them and created a
grade A chance for himself.

Leos puck handling shows flashes of high skill, especially deking at high speed near his feet. He can fake going to the outside
and quickly deke close to his feet in the other direction to beat the opponent to the inside. At times, | do not like his puck
protection as he often leans a bit forward and controls the puck far and right in front of him. That makes the puck non-
protected if he meets a smart and fast defenseman. When a good gap is presented in front of him he looks very slick with
those moves though.

Leos skating is an asset that | have seen been up for debate. He has a good habit of creating space and separation for himself
with crossover skating in forward motion. He generates speed with every stride and shows quick feet too in those sequences.
When he quickly starts skating like that it often takes the defense by surprise and makes him hard to stop. He needs to find
tricks like that to be able to separate as his north to south speed is not elite enough to create space of its own. It will be all
about timing and technical tricks. And it is a good sign that he seems to recognize this already.

All in all, Leo is a top 5 caliber prospect for the upcoming draft. | can see a top line power forward with a strong motor, strong
zone entries and a pattern breaker for his team.

Jimmy Hamrin: October 8th, 2022 - Timra IK vs. Orebro HK - SHL

A great game by Leo who was one of Orebros best players in the game. In the press conference coach Niklas Eriksson when
asked on which players stood out said: “Leo Carlsson stood out for us, he always moves the puck and his feet at the same time.
He created a ton and had an assist on a good play”. Leo played on one of the top lines and was used in the first power play
unit, playing the first overtime shift as well as being chosen as one of the penalty shooters in this tie game.

Leo is a strong skater. His technique isn’t flawless though. His strides are a bit back heavy but it does not seem to matter that
much in the big picture now. He has long strides and skates fast with ease. He can easily keep up with the SHL pace and save
energy. His acceleration could probably be more explosive with some technical improvements. His skating helps his checking
game well as he can shrink space without working hard. He skates fast with the puck as well and can transport it.

Leo has soft hands with short puck touches. He can also control the puck while skating fast. He delivers soft saucer passes. He
controls the puck well close to his body and shows skill in tight areas. | really like how he can succeed with putting the puck
in a small space close to the opponent and walk by him. He tried it multiple times and had success with it too and opened up
space that way. He does not show skill to control or open space for others than himself though.

When he has the puck he is scanning the ice well while moving his skates. He had an assist in the game when he carried the
puck into the offensive zone and walked around the defense on the outside and around the crease and found a teammate for a
one-timer. All the way he scanned and showed patience with the puck. One part of Leo’s game that helps him to play this well
in SHL as a 17 year-old is his physical strength. He is big and strong on the puck. He can cover the puck well while skating with
it. | also like how he competes and hounds after the puck when the game is on the line.

All in all, Leo Carlsson is a very impressive prospect. In the big picture he is a power forward, but the details in his game are
impressive and translatable. His strength. His small area game. His short puck touches. His ability to skate at full speed, stick
handle and scan the ice at the same time. His passing game. His competitiveness to drive play. Those are all translatable assets.
He does not open up space for others and or have enough control of spaces for him to be considered a future top elite point
producer but definitely a solid producer in the next tier. Leo looks like a future top line forward in the NHL.

Lassi Alanen: October 8th, 2022 - Timra IK vs. Orebro HK - SHL
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Carlsson continues to produce, logging a primary helper in this one after entering the zone, circling the net before dishing the
puck to the slot from below the goal line for a one-timer. A lot of good stuff yet again. He’s not extending cycles unnecessarily,
but capitalizes on opportunities to bring the puck inside. Can combine physical play (making intentional contact to bump and
spin off defenders) with handling and smarts (avoiding overhandling to let the puck get to advantageous position before taking
it, allowing him to spin off the defender quicker). Some solid off-puck ideas here, staying in motion in the OZ and making dashes
towards the net-front instead of being stationary, even if he didn’t get rewarded for them. Lacks ankle flexion with slightly hurts
his leverage in corners and limits his overall forward stride, but | dont think it's a huge issue. Awareness stands out, always
scanning the surroundings, even with the puck.

David St-Louis: October 8th, 2022 - Timra IK vs. Orebro HK - SHL

Constant scanning of the ice, precise passing and even some deceptive playmaking ideas. | like the rush patterns, the way

he creates from inside, outside, which is different than many players his age, especially in the SHL. Great battle habits: takes
care of opponents’ sticks before taking possession, cuts them at the hands, establishes body positioning...He defends relatively
for his age in the SHL, too, with some good angling and switches in coverage. He had a couple of good off-puck moments,
sneaking at the far-post and driving by at the net for tap-ins. The stride is not pretty (lack of ankle flexion, kicking feet, rounded
back, extensions not completed), but | dont think the speed/acceleration will be an issue. The overall balance and agility might
become ones, however. He’s a very interesting player with a rare combination of high-level hockey sense, habits, and technical
handling skills.

David St-Louis: September 29th, 2022 - Brynas IF vs. Orebro HK - SHL

Carlsson is one of those not-ideal-mechanics-but-good-output skaters. He digs deep in crossovers, leans over the ice, and
propels himself quite well, even from a stop, and he can accumulate speed off the rush. Honestly, the straight-line game is not
a concern for me or the small-area, stop-and-start defensive game either. The agility moves will remain difficult due to the lack
of ankle flexion and the small weight shifts. | liked a few of his rushes in his this game, the way he combined crossovers with
constant puck shuffling (at a different rhythm), with his head up, and the way he cut laterally along the ice to manipulate gaps.
He seems capable of playing a hard, engaging game, too, although, once again, the skating form limit his ability to protect the
puck and establish body positioning; he gets beat by other players who go under him.

David St-Louis: September 27th, 2022 - Orebro HK vs Brynas IF - SHL

| watched one game of Carlsson but | already feel like | know the player. First impressions are always dangerous so I'll hold back
from making too big of an early judgment. High hockey sense with mechanical problems -- the hardest players to project. The
skating is really problematic, a high stance that limits his agility and balance and puck protection and that will probably have
him become more of a straight-liner in the NHL. Range is important in the NHL and not just in terms of stick reach, but also in
terms of four-way mobility. Cut backs and rapid turns off the rush are becoming essential parts of the game. It’s harder for a
player who is limited in terms of manoeuvrability to create consistent offence. BUT. The passing ideas are high-end and the puck
control, too (although he stick handles mostly in front of his body due to the high-stance skating). He’s scanning a lot, every
second away from the puck, which makes his off-puck game quite projectable. A great off-puck and passing game is already a
strong NHL base. Add to that a physical engagement and you definitely have a player. The upside could be harder to figure out
-- or not, if he’s that smart.

Lassi Alanen: September 22nd, 2022 - Orebro HK vs. Frélunda HC - SHL

Not a ton of puck touches or notable moments from Carlsson in this one. The biggest highlight was an offensive zone pass
interception, following that by immediately taking to the net via the outside lane, but the backhand shot came up empty.
Frélunda just made a good job at taking away time and space from Orebro and Carlsson wasn't able to get into groove, turning
over a few pucks near the offensive zone blue line after getting swarmed. There were still a few examples of high-end handling.
The way that he handles in his hip pocket and combines quick cutbacks and turns is so effective.
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J.D. Burke: September 17th, 2022 - Linképing HC vs. Orebro HK - SHL

Talk about starting the season on a high note — Carlsson was spectacular. Picked up a goal by corralling a pass from his
defenceman at the faceoff dot and just sending a wrist shot top-corner. He could’ve left this game with at least another

goal or two if he wasn’t robbed on the power play in the third and perhaps a little deferential for my tastes with the puck,
understandably or otherwise. 'm not sure if he’s added a gear as a skater or if his constant motion makes him look faster, but
he’s covering a lot more ground than he did in his draft-minus-one season. Just an exceptionally high off-puck pace, constantly
repositioning off of his passes, adjusting his angles, etc. It felt like there wasn’t anything Linkdping could do to knock the puck
from Carlsson’s stick. He handles in his hip pocket, deploys weight shifts and cutbacks to create separation, and is just plain
physically strong. God, there was one sequence where Carrlsson made a pass to his defenceman at the top of the offensive
blue line, exploded past the opponent opposite him, and powered through traffic to the backdoor for a give-and-go scoring
chance. | like this player.

Lassi Alanen: August 27th, 2022 - Sweden vs. Finland - U20 Four Nations

Another two-goal effort from Carlsson. Beat the goalie clean with a mid-range wrister on the PP from the right flank and made a
super-slick pass reception into a deke to open up the defender and goalie after a cross-seam pass for an easy backhand finish.
Carlsson isn’'t a volume shooter but when he pulls the trigger, he’s dangerous from mid-range. Clearly a knack for placing shots
just over goalie’s shoulders. Gets a good pop even without much loading and a high grip. Not as many puck touches in this one
compared to the previous games, but made those touches count. Still cheats a bit for offence by fleeing the zone early. Could
be coaching related, though. Doesn’t play that physically, but made breakups on the forecheck with strong stick work. Looks like
a top prospect for next summer.

Lassi Alanen: August 26th, 2022 - Slovakia vs. Sweden - U20 Four Nations

Not sure if it was even worth watching this game with Sweden scoring 11 times versus a weak Slovakia squad. Somehow
Carlsson only managed one secondary assist despite his line scoring multiple times. Doesn’t mean he didn’t set up a bunch

of chances with his playmaking, though, which clearly grades out as above-average or better on our scales. Noteworthy how
quickly he can execute hook and slip passes out of nothing, really hard for the defender to anticipate them. Carlsson was a bit
too handling-focused in this one, being clearly in a limit testing mode. Some of them worked, others caused turnovers. Picked
his spots better in the previous game. Work rate is not the highest and took some lazy off-puck routes, but can be explosive
when he wants to.

Lassi Alanen: August 25th, 2022 - Sweden vs. Czechia - U20 Four Nations

Carlsson was the man of the match for Sweden, scoring twice and adding a primary assist in the process. He could have easily
had a few more points with all the offence he was generating. We're clearly talking about a combination of skill and intelligence
with Carlsson. He showcased a very advanced passing game, implementing hook passes under the defender’s stick with
smoothness and quickness rarely seen from a prospect his age. When not given space off the rush, he delayed, cut back and
made a successful pass to an open teammate. Impressive give-and-go sequence in the offensive zone with Calle Odelius and

it would have resulted in a hat-trick if not for a great save by the Czechia netminder. Handling looked projectable. Stride is not
mechanically perfect, but he’s rather agile and fluid for his age, also showing good explosiveness from a standstill. Flew the zone
early a couple of times, not the most engaged effort defensively, but did some work on the forecheck. And rifled two beautiful
goals, once going upstairs off the rush and following that by cleanly beating the goalie short-side with a wrister after an OZ
steal. Looked like a top-10 pick for the 2023 class.

J.D. Burke: August 4th, 2021 - Sweden U18 vs. Slovakia U18 - Hlinka Gretzky Cup

The only real deficiency in Carlsson’s game, that I've noticed thus far anyway, is his forward skating stride, and I'm starting

to wonder if that’s even much of an issue. Carlsson is surprisingly agile for someone with his build at this stage in their
development, working punch turns, weight shifts, and just showing solid four-way mobility in general. Couple that with high-level
skating habits, and he’s going to cover more than enough ground. There’s also a tonne of runway for him to improve as a skater.
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Did his best work below the hash marks. Was a menace on the forecheck. Puck protection mechanics were on full display; there
just isn’'t much opposing defenders can do to separate him from the puck.

J.D. Burke: August 3rd, 2021 - USA U18 vs. Sweden U18 - Hlinka Gretzky Cup

The thing I'm always saying about the 2023 NHL Draft is that there aren’t enough players with legitimate star power at the top
of the class. Now, obviously, Leo Carlsson isn’'t in the same category as Connor Bedard and Matvei Michkov, but he’s probably in
the next group. Anyway, what a showing. If Carlsson wants the puck, then he takes the puck, and there’s often little anyone can
do to stop him. He created one of Sweden’s early goals on just this sort of play, manhandling the American defender behind the
net, stealing possession of the puck, and immediately setting up his linemate for a goal in front. Puck protection mechanics are
great. Created space for himself in the neutral zone with dotted line use. Not necessarily explosive as a skater but moves well
enough.
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¥ SCOUTING REPORT
Under ordinary circumstances and in any other year, Matvei Michkov Matvei Michkov
is the consensus No. 1 pick, viewed as a player with the potential to F | HK Sochi | KHL | 2022 NHL Draft
alter a franchise’s short- and long-term prospects from the moment Games Tracked: 15 | Minutes Tracked: 214.5

he walks the draft’s stage. Data tracked by Lassi Alanen (@/assialanen} | 5v5 only

These aren’t ordinary circumstances though. Not by any stretch of
the imagination. For reasons in and out of Michkov’s control. >assing

The conversation starts with the geopolitical situation. Russia’s
horrific, illegal invasion of Ukraine has complicated matters, limiting
teams’ ability to scout these players in person or establish a rapport
to aid them along in their development. Some NHL teams have even
expressed concerns about the ability of Russian players to secure
work visas when they come to North America; for others, it's more of Defence
an if than a when.

Then Michkov struggled out of the gates in his draft year, with
doughnuts on the scoresheet in three KHL games (with almost no ice
time) with SKA St. Petersburg before joining their farm team SKA-
Neva St. Petersburg in the second-tier VHL. This opened the door for
the likes of Adam Fantilli and Leo Carlsson in the No. 2 and 3 spot.

In the backdrop of all this was Michkov’s multi-year contract extension with SKA St. Petersburg, one that would keep him in
Russia through the 2025-26 season. It might not have been an issue back when this was the Bedard-Michkov draft, but as
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Carlsson and Fantilli entered the picture, teams began to wonder if the wait was worth it that high in the draft with viable
alternatives.

How many general managers have the sort of job security to wait him out? Can you count them with one hand? So, where it
once was the Bedard-Michkov draft, no such dynamic exists going into Nashville. It's now the Bedard draft, with many in the
industry increasingly convinced that Michkov will fall out of the top-10 entirely.

To think, it wasn't that long ago that Michkov outdueled Bedard at the U18s in Frisco and Plano, Texas, leading the tournament
in goals and points, eventually capturing MVP honours (though Canada beat Russia 5-3 in the gold medal game). Uh-huh, that’'s
right, it was all good two years ago.

Much of what made Michkov such a compelling, once thought of as generational talent remains though. He’s still more or less the
same player once you cut through the miasma of everything around him.

The rare triple-threat winger, Michkov is a constant threat to find the back of the net. His puck skills are near the top of the draft,
owing to immense creativity, hip pocket handling, dextrous hands, and a never-say-die attitude. You may think that you have him,
but most of the time, you really don’t. His ability to problem-solve his way out of defensive pressure is at a level all its own.

Michkov creates plays on the ice that we can’'t even fathom with the benefit of a bird’s eye view. Naturally, this otherworldly skill
as a handler makes him a pretty lethal finishing talent, too. Michkov doesn't just dangle for the sake of dangling; it's always with a
set purpose in mind, often allowing him to gain the middle of the ice, increasing the quality of each look as a shooter.

And with a release as strong as Michkov’s, that counts for a lot. Blessed with a top-notch wrist shot, one-timer, and one-touch
finishing ability — this is a player that can credibly threaten from just about anywhere in the offensive zone. That hasn't convinced
him to settle for low-percentage looks, though.

It's Michkov’s development as a playmaker that marks the most significant growth this season, particularly after he joined HK
Sochi. He's always been a capable small-area distributor, especially cunning from below the hash marks and behind the net. An
enhanced delay game off the rush has made him a more well-rounded, projectable passer, giving him a fall-back game on the
rush that allows him to create in any situation and confronted with any set of defensive pressure.

Ultimately, in Michkov, you're looking at one of the most skilled, inventive scorers in this year’'s draft — and most recent drafts, too.
The complete offensive package. A game-changer destined to eclipse the point-per-game mark at the height of their powers.

The only real catch with Michkov on the ice is that he’s perhaps a bit too ambitious for his own good, often overhandling or
trying plays that are far too complex to work in a professional setting. This is hardly anything new for players with this profile, and
we anticipate it will correct itself with time and reps in professional hockey.

So, is Michkov worth the wait? Once you get past the third overall pick, it's a no-brainer.

¥ LINKS & MEDIA
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Russia Stock Watch: Matvei Matvei Michkov’s loan to last-place = Fantasy Focus: Dissecting the Youth
Michkov taking off with HK Sochi Sochi has paid off and showcased
his skills
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¥ INDUSTRY CHATTER

“We didn’t have any scouts in Russia, we pulled them all out, so this kid is like a black box. The film looks good,
but honestly, | don’t know. It’s hard to give a fair read. We don’t have a great read on many Russians, and
honestly, beyond this kid | wouldn’t draft any Russians this year.” - Western Conference scout, May 2023

“He has that natural goalscoring touch. Even when he’s got the puck in the corner, if the goalie drifts away and
there’s the smallest opening over their shoulder — he notices.

| thought he started kind of slow with St. Petersburg in the fall. When they moved him to Sochi, he played some
impressive games. His game in the KHL and the way he changed his season was very impressive. He’s certainly
up in that top three group. If you put him in the CHL, then he would’ve put up about 130 points.

The question is, can he take the pounding in the playoffs when you're playing in North America? And what about
the contract situation? He can probably make several million in the KHL right off the hop.

The only knock on him is maybe the skating with the size. He’s not the fastest skater, but he’s really shifty and
quick and doesn’t play with hesitation along the boards or in high-traffic areas.” — Eastern Conference scout, May
2023

“Love him. Based on pure talent and scoring ability | think he’s in the same tier as Bedard. I've been blown away
by him. Unique scoring ability and has a shot that will consistently beat NHL goalies. He’s the most dangerous
player I've ever seen from behind the net and the goal line. Side angle, short side, he’s so deceptive, crafty and
accurate. If he was a western Canadian kid, | think It would be a serious question of ‘is it Bedard or Michkov.” —
NHL scout, April 2023

¥ GAME REPORTS

Dylan Griffing: March 11th, 2023 - Kapitan Stupino vs. SKA-1946 St. Petersburg - MHL

For a potential top-three pick, you'd probably want to see a bit more out of Michkov in a game in this environment; however, his
smarts still poked through with some real solid flashes on breakouts and through the transition. Struggled to attack the inside
much, made most of his plays from along the boards and behind the net, a common theme for him, but still provided plenty of
value with that playmaking. Not much of a scoring threat at 5v5 here, really honed into the playmaking role while sprinkling in
low percentage shots here and there.

Lassi Alanen: February 26th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. HC Kunlun Red Stars - KHL

| don’t think a viewing can get much better and more productive than this with just 11 minutes of ice time at 5-on-5. Michkov
managed to add five(!) points in that span, including a bunch of highlight reel plays including a lacrosse goal executed to
perfection. Basically everything he did turned into gold. Sure, the competition was as weak as it can get at this level, but it was a
battle between two terrible teams. The offensive skill is unrivalled in this year’s class in Europe, the smarts are elite. Manipulative
playmaking, constantly finding passing lanes and creating advantages in the offensive end and also in transition. High-end passer
from backhand, too. Physicality isn’'t going to be an issue for him, given how good he is at spinning off pressure, avoiding getting
hammered along the boards. Skating is probably close to an NHL average projection-wise, might be a tad higher given how agile
he can be at his best, even if the technique isn’t high-end. | think he’s a top-three, if not top-two player in this class.

David St-Louis: February 26th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. HC Kunlun Red Stars - KHL

Weak competition. Amazing game from Michkov. He showed all his skills. His playmaking: used the back layers to create space
and speed for the offence, manipulated defenders to create lanes, used give-and-goes to beat defenders, and the use of his
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backhand in tight spaces to move the puck to teammates. His off-puck skills: timed movements, speed control to stay inside
lanes, underlapping/overlapping runs off the rush. And his scoring: drove the net and fired in-stride. He’s not yet strong at this
level, but quite elusive on the walls. He has agility techniques and he’s very good at timing his escapes to avoid pins. And, to top
it all off, he scored with a lacrosse goal. Speed looks average to above-average now. Physical skills are not a concern. He drives
inside. All of the other softer skills are either above-average or high-end. He has a unique style of game, for sure. He will require
a role tailor-made for him in the NHL, a la Panarin, for sure, but he’s worth it. He’'s worth the wait and the uncertainty. Just an
elite talent, someone who understands the game at a rare level.

David St-Louis: February 23th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. SKA St. Petersburg - KHL

Michkov needs to improve defensively. He’s not involved, not really helping, and only pretending half the time. He thinks of
himself as only an offensive player. His skills in that facet of the game are unreal, so it’'s pretty normal at this stage. A lot of
smart, planned movements in this one: lateral cuts in the neutral-zone to manipulate defenders and create space for teammates,
explosions inside space to beat defenders off the mark and create odd-man rushes, and overlapping/underlapping patterns off
the rush to enlarge gaps. His skating has improved since last year. It's pretty clear.

Lassi Alanen: February 23th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. SKA St. Petersburg - KHL

Another rather strong offensive showing from Michkov. The playmaking was - yet again - the star of the show. Not sure there’s
that much more to write about how he succeeds in that area: strong vision, ability to execute on difficult slips and one-touch
passing plays, willingness to try to push the limits and licence to do so from the coaching staff. Is he doing much defensively?
Not at all, it’s pretty much all offence, though he’s been really good in transition in the KHL. He’s not wasting his touches
anymore, connecting on most of his passes and regularly finding his target in the middle. Just super smart as a facilitator and
an offensive creator.

J.D. Burke: February 13th, 2023 - HC Salavat Yulaev Ufa vs. HK Sochi - KHL

| don’t think there are any Selkes in Michkov’s future. That much seems certain. He cheats for offence so brazenly that he’s
practically out of the frame when the puck is in the defensive zone. Even when he’s generous enough to enter the fray, he’s
straight legged, late on switches, and putting in what one could generously describe as a rote effort at best.

Thing is, youre not really drafting a player like Michkov to take on a matchup role at evens, and his offensive ability shone
through this contest. He took the odd faceoff but mostly lined up at left wing. Some of his best work occurred along the boards,
where Michkov would shimmy, open up his hips in the 10-2 position, and furnish creative passes (often on the backhand) to set
his linemates up with some pretty solid scoring chances. Really strong playmaking performance.

My concerns from this viewing are two-fold. Aside from one give-and-go sequence that didn’t come together, 'm not sure
Michkov spent more than a few seconds total on the inside — everything happened along the boards or on the perimeter. He
showed some creativity and problem-solving ability as a puck-carrier, but often skated into pressure and threw away possession.

Lassi Alanen: February 13th, 2023 - HC Salavat Yulaev Ufa vs. HK Sochi - KHL

If Michkov racked a ton of scoring chances in the last viewing, now it was his turn to be the setup man. It was a very strong
playmaking effort from the perimeter, showcasing a lot of his passing repertoire. Smart delays off the rush, then finding a trailer
in the middle or dishing the puck across the ice. Quick one or two-touch feeds to the slot from the end boards. Took the puck
to the inside in the OZ five times at 5-on-5, all with passing, and completed all of his slot passes (something he usually doesn’t
do as he’s known to go for low-percentage feeds to the middle regularly). Sure, his overall play style in the other areas of the
rink is very liberal. Doesn’t really give the best effort defensively and mostly plays to just create offence. Am | very concerned
about that? Not really if you're as talented as he is. We've also seen good defensive efforts from him from time to time in the
past, even if this necessarily wasn’t that.

Cam Robinson: February 11th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs Kunlun Red Star - KHL
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This was a standout performance from Michkov. Granted it was Kunlun but still. He was highly engaged throughout. The obvious
was the goal in-flight off of the left wing. He leaned outwards to ensure it wasn’t deflected and wired it far side corner. He also
grabbed a pretty primary helper where he recieved a cross-ice feed, loaded for the shot then whipped it back across the net
front for the tap in. He tried a similar play later in the game but it was stopped. Those are advanced plays and show off his
improving playmaking game.

In transition, there was some more patience and consideration with the puck. He did fire a few into the middle to be picked off,
but it’s a building stage.

He was something of a cannon ball out there in this one. Driving into the middle of the ice with possession and looking to cause
havoc. Robustly throwing himself into the forechecking route. Engaging along the wall.

The hands remains really nice. He was weaving and darting into and out of traffic, making moves, beating players, hitting lanes
afterwards. Overall, strong offensive decisions - even if some of the results didn’t pan out. He’s still a bit raw, but the skill level is
super high.

This was one of the better outings I've seen from him.
David St-Louis: February 9th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. HC Spartak Moskva - KHL

Another great Michkov performance. The creative playmaking is back. He’s adaptable, sees the better play, doesn't force as
many passes as before, and moves the puck quicker. He relies on his delay game a lot and | wish he would attack the middle of
the ice a bit more with the puck, but he’s very inside driver away from it, constantly at the net, spinning away, faking defenders
to gain space. He scored with one such drive, attacked inside to make the defender think he was moving that way, before going
behind his back to the front of the net for a tap-in. There’s deception even in his off-puck movements! He tries defensively. He’s
not effective, but he tries. That’s progress.

Lassi Alanen: February 9th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. HC Spartak Moskva - KHL

A lot of good stuff from Michkov here, creating over a goal’'s worth of xG at 5-on-5 alone and ending up scoring later in the
game with a nice back post tap-in after a net-drive. There were chances off the rush, from rebounds or by spinning away from
pressure behind the net, then trying to ram the puck in. But the playmaking was also very noticeable. He’s still inefficient and
tries low-percentage stuff, but I'm not very worried about that; play selection will improve in the future. Adapted well to the
changing situation with his transition passing and made plays with pace when needed, delayed when it was beneficiary. Excels
at playing off contact.

Cam Robinson: February 7th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. Dynamo Moskva - KHL

Really decisive mode for Michkov in this one. He was going to create in the offensive end and even with the matchups leaning
close on him and taking away the shot a lot, that wasn’t going to stop him. He was utilizing his hands to create separation and
then hitting some tough folds cross ice. ONe-touch passes where he looked ready to load up for a shot that froze the defense.
He was absorbing pressure along the wall and making clean outs. He create a few scoring chances for himself but couldn’t
finish in this one.

In the defensive end, he is really good along the wall, but got a little chaotic in-zone when hemmed in. He also threw a couple of
pucks away into the middle of the ice - seemingly a given every night. But the overall playmaking in his game and the instincts
in the offensive end were all plus.

Lassi Alanen: February 7th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. Dynamo Moskva - KHL

This was one of if not the best playmaking performance from Michkov this season. Just consistently a threat in the offensive
zone, one-touching pucks to the middle through pressure, flashing increased levels of deception and quick reads. Even some
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manipulation thrown in there. The delay game off the rush is starting to become more and more used and effective, entering
along the boards, then slowing down while gliding to the middle, drawing in two defenders before making a drop pass to the
trailer - just brilliant stuff. Transitional game has been so much better in the KHL compared to VHL. Making skilled plays while
having an increased success rate. Delays often in transition, too, but also turns up the pace when he sees an opportunity.

Dylan Griffing: February 5th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. Lokomotiv Yaroslavl - KHL

Michkov faced off against a rotated Yaroslavl side and just couldn’t get too much going. He had one nice rush cutting right
down the middle of the ice and taking on four defenders, using simple puckhandles before getting a shot off. He mostly trailed
on transitions, waiting for the right time to switch to the other wing for a drop pass to get a quick shot off. With offense set
up, he struggled to get the puck away from the walls. Outmuscled on battles and struggled to keep balance while also trying
to control the puck. He had one standout playmaking flash, a pass from behind the red line into the low slot for an oncoming
teammate that didn’t connect. Broke up a pass in the neutral zone to halt an imminent counterattack. Definitely not a standout
performance from him.

David St-Louis: January 14th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. Mettalurg Mg - KHL

What a game. Michkov looks like a chess master again with how he moves in the offensive zone, finds space for himself,
bounces the puck to teammates, anticipates the flow of the play, spins on defenders around the net to get his stick on puck,
and adjust his skating to stay in lanes off the rush. He’s really at his best playing this sneaky scorer role. He even preemptively
establishes body positioning on opponents to create a pocket of space to instantly shoot on reception. His skating is a bit
hunced over but the speed looks better and he uses it more to pressure away from the puck now. The physical skills continue
to develop and the passing game is still high, high-end even if it is inefficient. Decision-making continues to be an issue | do not
care about at all. He’s just experimenting. It’'s a great thing for his development. The hockey sense is an 8-9 grade for me. A
potential game-breaking talent at the NHL level.

Lassi Alanen: January 10th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. Vityaz Moscow Region - KHL

Quite a bit quieter showing compared to the previous ones, but still some cool stuff from Michkov here. Scored late in the third
by surprising the goalie high far side with a really surprising and precise inside-leg wrister from deep in the half wall. Showed
some board skills, being slippery and hard to pin down, then passing the puck to the inside for a scoring chance. He just wasn’t
getting the puck that often in transition, which made him less visible off the rush.

David St-Louis: January 8th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. SKA St. Petersburg - KHL

Awesome game from Michkov. He’s still getting adjusted to the pace of the game and passing to one and covered teammates,
at times, but you can already tell that he’s going to dominate NHL shifts. He uses his teammates all the time, transforms passes
into dangles between his feet, spots pucks into space for teammates, enabling them to walk to the net. He can dangle through
sticks and his physical game keeps developing. He shows good timing when going to the net and handles breakouts well, not
passing to the first option but the better one.

Lassi Alanen: January 8th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. SKA St. Petersburg - KHL

Michkov’s off-puck timing really stood out here. First, he had a high-danger chance off a partial deflection after a faceoff,
establishing body positioning just at the right time. Then later, he slowed down as his teammate beat a defender wide off the
rush instead of driving himself to the lap of the other defender, being in prime position to score against his actual team with

a wicker catch-and-release wrister. The play selection - mostly in terms of passing choices - is still an issue, but some of the
playmaking ideas are high-end and he has the finesse to execute on them regularly, slipping pucks under defenders’ sticks and
such. Also showed physical skills, establishing contact before puck reception to complete a retrieval and even had a few hits in
the neutral zone. The puck skills are high-end, too. A clear-cut top-4 talent in this class, could honestly be top-3 or even top-2
based on pure upside.
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Dylan Griffing: January 5th, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. CSKA Moskva - KHL

This Sochi loan spell is going to really not do a lot for Michkov’s draft stock. He’s adapted well to the league, utilizing his
teammates (maybe too much), but it’s just impossible to do anything. He had a couple nice give-and-goes, one that finished with
his best scoring chance of the game, but plays just don’t string together with this Sochi team, even against a rotated CSKA. The
passing through breakouts is what stood out the most, because there weren't many puck touches in the OZ. Decision making

is still weak, but there were enough good plays to outweigh the questionable ones. Finished the game with an end-to-end rush
that finished with a blocked shot from a good area. He also blocked quite a few shots, if that tickles your fancy!

Lassi Alanen: January 3rd, 2023 - HK Sochi vs. Torpedo Nizhny Novgorod - KHL

Michkov continues to have great moments even if he’s not producing. His passing in transition has been particularly good so far,
slipping and spinning pucks under pressure with really high precision and demonstrating his problem-solving skills and smarts
overall. Had a couple of high-danger chances by being in the right place at the right time to receive and instantly release a loose
puck. He takes difficult passes in motion and has improved his physical game quite a bit. Sure, he doesn’t really care about
defending that much and cheats for offence, but partly it looked like a system-wide thing.

Lassi Alanen: December 28th, 2022 - HK Sochi vs. HC Neftekhimik Nizhnekamsk - KHL

KHL is clearly the right place for Michkov. While the quality of teammates isn't very high, he should be getting a lot of minutes
and relied on as a top scorer. Strength didn't seem like an issue here. He can get smothered along the boards from time to time,
but he also spun away from pressure multiple times, then immediately tried to attack the inside with passing. A couple of great
passing ideas that were barely intercepted, a lot of deception and manipulation layered in his playmaking and zone entries. The
lack of strength still shows in his stride, notably he has trouble keeping his chest up when he tries to skate at full speed.

Dylan Griffing: December 25th, 2022 - HK Sochi vs. Ak Bars Kazan - KHL

Michkov got a new set of linemates for his second game and there’s clearly chemistry growing quickly. While there weren’t
many true highlights apart from his first goal with Sochi and a shootout goal, the connecting plays were really interesting. There
was still a clear lack of inside play, he made a pass or two to escape the walls, but he was mostly hugging the boards and
keeping his passes to the perimeter. Two shots from the goal line, even. The off-the-puck movement counteracted it nicely,
though, there isn't much straight line speed, but the bursts of quickness are enough to boost him into space or to cut in front of
the net for a tip. His most dangerous play at 5v5 came from a poor pass from an Ak Bars defender that Michkov got the read
on first, picking it up and firing a shot off. It still seems like the power play is going to be where he gets most of his points for
now, having more room to get shots off and not facing as much physical pressure. The strength was less of an issue in this one
than his first game, still gets knocked off the puck, but it took more.

Cam Robinson: December 25th, 2022 - HK Sochi vs. Ak Bars Kazan - KHL

Christmas game! And the first tally with the new club (and a shootout goal). Michkov was smart away from the puck - hunting
down seams and soft spots to receive the puck in dangerous positions on the ice. He was good along the wall - picking up rims,
taking pressure and making exits with the pass. Still got dumped a few times by bigger players but held his own alright.

Wasn't all that effective in turning his transition carries into chances instead choosing to keep the puck to the outside. He’s
super threatening on the man-advantage (as per usual). He takes it and can look off options and hit cross seam. He can shift his
weight, alter the release point and get pucks through. His one-timer is a big threat.

The hands showed pretty well with a couple of sequent moves to avoid pressure. The skating is good. The mind is clearly there.
We need more consistency in his decisions. More focus on inside-driving rushes. More nuance to his shooting decisions at even-

strength. It’s all very doable with time and work. He’s raw stil.

Dylan Griffing: December 23rd, 2022 - HK Sochi vs. Kunlun Red Star - KHL
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First game with his new club and it was always going to be an uphill battle, but a goal against in his first shift just felt fitting

in a way. An expected slow start, new system, new teammates, and the works. There were a few flashes, notably off the rush,
the confidence was on display skating into a ton of traffic on two occasions and one was followed with a nice pass that was
interrupted by a stick lift. He was most noticeable on the power play. Extra space to work with is his best friend and he had
one big scoring chance with the man advantage. The limitations are clear, he isn’'t strong enough to withstand heavy pressure.
Knocked off pucks easily, losing battles for space, and struggled to ever leave the boards with the OZ set up. Lack of strength
mixed with no high end speed is going to hinder him going forward. He’s going to have to get used to not having the freedom
he had with SKA-Neva, as well. There was no cherrypicking on display in this one, which was a breath of fresh air!

Starting off his time with Sochi with three straight games against below-average KHL sides (KRS, Ak Bars, and Nizhnekamsk) is
nice for him to get his toes wet, but the following games against Dynamo Moskva and Torpedo will be real tests.

Dylan Griffing: December 13th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Sokol Krasnoyarsk - VHL

This was maybe the least promising viewing of Michkov I've had all year. He really struggled to create separation — his hands still
are not great, he was clinging on for dear life most of this game and losing the puck too often. Even when he was holding onto
possession, it wasn’'t pretty and there was a lack of end result. He was also just holding onto the puck for far, far too long. The
inability to escape pressure was limiting his options, forcing himself to just try whatever he could to get out of danger to poor
results. His best plays came when he was at a standstill, letting the pressure come to him and then passing out. He had some
nice moves to get a little more space before shooting, but it wasn't enough of an opening to actually make something happen
with leaving him with almost all of his shot attempts being blocked or having to somehow shoot through the tightest of gaps
and missing the net entirely. Major cherrypicking going on in this one, as well, and, because his team was basically playing on
the penalty kill with him hovering at the red line, he wasn’t getting the puck very often. Not supporting his team on breakouts
or through transitions unless he was the one starting them. Showed off some deception when evading forecheckers, mostly
through his agility and slipperiness. This game didn’t really look like a top-5 player at all.

Lassi Alanen: December 11th, 2022 - HC Ernak Angarsk vs. SKA-Neva St. Petersburg - VHL

Michkov was very, very involved offensively in this one, ending up with over a goal of xG in just 13 minutes of 5v5 ice time,
combined with a bunch of chances on the power play, too. There’s a ton to like about his release, playmaking, ability to build
plays and chances for himself with manipulation and give-and-gos. His off-puck timing is very impressive, too. Once he gained
the body positioning on a defender and timed his move to the net-front perfectly and got a deflection opportunity. Other times,
though, he did get outmuscled off pucks quite easily. The decision-making is not always there, either. Aside from a few OZ
backchecks, Michkov’s effort level defensively was basically non-existent, always being the first to flee the zone and the last to
return. It did get him a breakaway opportunity (and a penalty shot attempt after he was slashed) and a goal off a 2v1, though.

David St-Louis: December 11th, 2022 - HC Ernak Angarsk vs. SKA-Neva St. Petersburg - VHL

There will be more obstacles in Michkov’s NHL path than Fantilli, Bedard, and Carlsson: the size, the lack of defensive ability,
the forced plays, and the unusual playstyle. The decision-making is not really worrying at this stage because the hockey sense
remains extremely high-end, seen in his passing ideas, manipulation, and off-puck timing. Michkov can build scoring chances
by using teammates, by finding pockets of space, lanes (he constantly adjusts his footwork to them and clearly reads more
than one pass away sometimes), and with some newfound physical abilities. Multiple times in this game, Michkov won retrievals,
protected pucks, and moved them in controlled ways. Great for his NHL projection.

Mitchell Brown: December 8th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Omskie Krylya - VHL

Michkov has an NHL shot. The goal was an example: catch, release, top of the net in tight. The shooting skill falls apart when

he’s trying more solo-skill-focused stuff, like drag shots. Might be from the skating. Very inside driven, using a bunch of different
skills to get the space, including a drag back into between the legs to cut through back pressure. The physical skills continue to
look like a strength: he always wins body positioning before touching the puck, uses his limbs to keep or push defenders behind
him, and times his escapes. High defensive involvement when he’s not flying the zone, angling, pressuring early, and anticipating
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(SKA-Neva’s weak side forwards consistently stretch the ice). Some poor shooting decisions, but nothing too egregious,
defenders would’ve jumped the lane. Still, | haven't seen any manipulative playmaking from him yet — a manipulator creates the
passing lanes for a better chance. Some poor off-puck reads, alongside just as many great ones. Entered his teammate’s space
a few teams. Transition game lacks some polish, but all the solutions exist in his game: delays, early passes, short-range passes
to the inside. Looked like a potential top-six scorer in this game.

Dylan Griffing: December 8th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Omskie Krylya - VHL

This was one of the least inspiring games I've seen out of Michkov. Perhaps it was played into by the fact he was playing
against two other 2023 eligibles and he wasn’t exactly standing out compared to them, but this just felt like a game hed have
at the start of the season. The playmaking traits weren’'t present, very shot-heavy, not utilizing his teammates to enhance his
scoring chances. He had one nice between-the-legs move to cut in from the wing and get a shot off, one of most creative plays
I've seen out of him with his hands. Picked up a goal late on, piggybacking off of his teammates drive to the net that fell right
to Michkov, and hit the post on an empty net in his next shift after a good forecheck. The offensive zone plays were just kind
of forced from his end. Low-percentage passes and shots that lacked any deception, just not very dynamic or difficult to close
down by the opposition. Lack of pace was also more worrying than usual in this one.

Mitchell Brown: December 6th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. HC Metallurg Novokuznetsk - VHL

Michkov’s delay game was working in this one. Instead of forcing plays ahead, he reset, cutback, and found teammates moving
through the middle. Generates significant power out of the heel-to-heel in these situations, which also generates some optimism
for his skating. The off-puck game’s a clear strength. He’s always moving, dipping behind and across defenders. Wins body
positioning every single time. Times his movements with the play around him. Stick’s always free. Some of the reads are elite,
making movements that don’t just make him a passing option, but actively create different passing lane by engaging multiple
defenders. After passing, he relocates immediately, even on broken plays. He has some puckhandling and protection difficulties
at times, but all the skills are there. Learning to be consistently heavy on the puck and adding strength probably makes his
physical game an advantage in the NHL. He’s a bit selfish at times, but nothing unusual. The bad plays are consistently in the
same two categories (overshooting, poor transition/handling decisions), and the latter has just as many high-end plays that act
as obvious solutions. Takes some weird routes defensively that let the attacker into space, but he generally works hard, angles,
wins positioning, and attacks the stick at the right moments. Lots of work before he’s a truly effective defender, but he could
get there through his physical skills and anticipation. The manipulation doesn’t really appear as a passer, which might make him
more second-line scorer than top-line scorer, or more of a secondary player on a top line.

Dylan Griffing: November 15th, 2022 - Russia U20 vs. Russia U18 - Cup of the Future

This game won’t blow your socks off, but there were a lot of really promising signs that Michkov is adapting his game to really
lean into the playmaking skill he has and become that dual threat talent that he can be. Delay game was pretty awesome,
picked up a secondary assist on the only goal of the game by assessing the ice after an entry and choosing to drop the puck
back into a teammate in space rather than go 1v1 with a defender. | still see issues with the hands, he isn’t really that much of a
problem solver on his rushes and it feels like he has his move planned from the moment he gets the puck and then skates until
he gets in the spot to try to pull it off. Makes him very predictable on top of the fact that he doesn’t hold the puck very safely
and it drifts away from his stick commonly. Another game where he had an impact on the forecheck, which is still neat to see.
I'm coming around on him, for sure. | still can’t see him challenging Bedard/Fantilli, but there’s definitely arguments for him to be
in the #3 spot.

Dylan Griffing: November 10th, 2022 - SKA St. Petersburg vs. Amur Khabarovsk - KHL

First real KHL test of the season for Michkov, grabbing just under six minutes of ice time against a bottom feeder side. Not a ton
of time to get much going, but the playmaking flashes were on display again. Creative passes to break the puck off the walls,
whether that be through transition or in the offensive zone. Moved well away from the puck to escape the radar of the defense
and slip into space. Two separate occasions he was able to elude the Amur defense in good areas to operate and distribute the
puck from, neither play panned out in the end, but the potential is clearly there.
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Cam Robinson: November 10th, 2022 - SKA St. Petersburg vs. Amur Khabarovsk - KHL

Back up in the KHL for the second consecutive game, Michkov saw nearly six minutes in this one. Tough for him to show off
much in that amount of ice and playing down the lineup. But you can still see the mind for targeting areas, slipping checks,
hands and vision. He handled the downward pressure from the defenders in his own zone to effectively get pucks off of the wall
and move it in the right direction. He was fluid in the offensive zone - shifting and reading the movements of his mates, trying to
work the puck around for a chance. Couple of shot attempts. None on net.

Cam Robinson: November 8th, 2022 - SKA St. Petersburg vs HC Admiral Vladivostok

Michkov was back up in the top Russian circuit and saw... two shifts. He and his mates had the puck for maybe five seconds
over his two minutes of ice. He lost a footrace for a dumped puck and took a poor route giving the opposing defender a
clean breakout opportunity. He carried the puck through the neutral zone for a backhand, cross-ice dump that failed to lead to
possession. The end of his last shift resulted in a breakaway for Admiral. That was it.

Mitchell Brown: November 5th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Yermak Angarsk - VHL

Michkov has so many different ways to impact a game. He has all the tools goals in the NHL: the shooting, handling, inside
play, physical skills, and off-puck instincts. In one sequence, he dangled through a defender on reception, cut inside, reached
out to avoid the defender’s stick, then reoriented his body instantly to fire for the goal. There were high, high skills passes.
Tons of intelligent off-puck reads, anticipating plays well in advance. He made a defensive impact through anticipation and
well-timed engagements. The skating’s only average at this stage — he doesn’t really cut back as more as he stops and turns
on his inside edges. But he has the skills to overcome it. The physical skills are at least a 6, size doesn’t matter. He wins inside
positioning instantly, cuts across the opponent’s hands, uses his bottom hand and legs to fight off sticks, out-muscles opponents
from disadvantaged positions, and consistently outleverages them. And he always brings the puck inside. The puck pursuit
looks weak, but he still gets steals because of how quickly he reads the play, and he’s better in zone when he’s not tasked
with stretching the ice. In transition, he makes bad plays. | don’t know how they’re a projection concern. He shows the delay
game, small-area playmaking, and vision to avoid those more solo or long-range plays when he’s asked to do so. Looked like a
potential top-line scorer.

Dylan Griffing: November 5th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Yermak Angarsk - VHL

Another really good outing from Michkov, starting to feel more confident in him to be pushing towards the tippy top of this
class. The only negative thing that stood out here was that he wasn't really pushing hard enough to make things happen after
holding onto the puck for extended periods of time. Seemed like there was always a lot of promise when he started the move,
but he was opting to make overly-safe passes too often. Outside of that, he was taking control of this game. Still question the
overall skill, but he is so creative to escape out of being closed down through his passing. Had a really sweet between-the-
legs backhand pass to an open teammate in the slot. Two big scoring chances at 5v5, including a goal. | still see more of a
playmaker moving forward, but a very good one at that.

Lassi Alanen: November 5th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Yermak Angarsk - VHL

Michkov continues to show high-end stuff, even if the consistency isn’t quite there. Some of his play selection was odd or too
eager, trying to cut inside against three defenders, etc.. But his vision and ability to execute on tough plays was also evident,
highlighted by a beautiful one-touch between-the-legs pass to the slot - an extremely difficult play to pull off. His ability to
anticipate plays in the OZ also stood out, taking smart routes to intercept passing lanes. Scored a beautiful 5v5 goal, cutting
inside on a defender before releasing the puck without breaking a stride in the middle of a forest of sticks. The dual threat
potential is obvious with his skill set. Sure, the transition stuff was far from perfect yet again, with some forced plays here and
there. But the skill, creativity and shooting/playmaking prowess all rate highly.

David St-Louis: November 3rd, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Sokol Krasnoyarsk - VHL
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Pretty awesome game from Michkov. He’s a bit inefficient with the puck; he sometimes turns it over trying to attack packs of
defenders, but overall it seems easy for him to play his style of game even at his level. There were numerous timed off-puck
movements to get pucks and scoring chances. He made smart passing plays, used teammates to create space for himself (give-
and-goes), and just added a dose of creativity to the team’s offence on most of his shifts. He’s very manipulative, adaptable and
most of his plays seem to have a clear purpose (even if he’s sometimes a bit too ambitious in his choice of plays). His defensive
awareness could improve.

Dylan Griffing: November 3rd, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Sokol Krasnoyarsk - VHL

Michkov picked up a PP goal and scored twice in the shootout to secure the win for SKA-Neva in this one. | thought this was
one of his best games of the year, or at least one of the cleanest. He did a really good job of getting high value shots off,
cutting in from the wing with his go-to between the legs deke and a nice off-puck move to get around the defender and get to
the net. He also had a nice give-and-go to start the rush for his team and then used his speed to burst through and follow up
on the play, finishing it with a shot on goal. The ability he has to manipulate the pace of play and throw off the rhythm with his
sudden bursts of speed is definitely a valuable part of his game. It is becoming a bit concerning that he isn’'t finishing anything
at 5v5, with just one goal to show for the opportunities he’s had this season. He was utilizing his teammates aplenty, but also
skating with possession into dead ends to balance it out. He holds onto the puck for a very long time, which has been a theme
this season, but in this game specifically, he was clearly using that time more wisely to scan and plot out what was going to
happen more. Safe passing to allow himself the chance to use his off-puck movement was a pleasant site.

Cam Robinson: November 3rd, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Sokol Krasnoyarsk - VHL

One of the better viewings of Michkov this season. Sure, he grabbed the power-play tally by sliding back right off of the drawn,
setting his feet and uncorking a one-timer while still moving away from the net. And sure, he scored twice in the shootout - the
second with a one-handed highlight reel finish. But it was the way he was leveraging his hands and adapting to the plays on a
regular basis that impressed me the most. He’s showing a level of vision and dissection of defensive schemes that | hadn’t seen
before. He still tries too much, and will blindly throw a pass into nowheresville, but we'll take those outcomes over a risk-averse
type. He’s going to continue to adjust and mature and those should become less frequent, while creative attempts connect
more often. If this is a player who can become nearly as effective with the pass as he is with the shot, then we’ve definitely got
something cooking.

Dylan Griffing: October 26th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Rubin Tyumen - VHL

Scored the overtime winner, but another game where he struggled to really get involved. It's unexpected that his forechecking
is what is standing out more than the rest of his game. While his shot is obviously insane, the way he slips under the radar to
weasel in as the F1 to break up plays is impressive. In the DZ, he exited the zone so early so often, the most I've seen in this
league. Not even trying to stick check, just floating around and giving up space. Another bad DZ passing turnover, but another
game where his passing was clean. Passing out of danger was solid. The production has been historically great, but the overall
performances are leaving much to be desired.

Lassi Alanen: October 26th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Rubin Tyumen - VHL

Michkov scored the game-winnig OT goal, displaying his trademark quick release, turning a pass reception into a shot in one
swift motion. Not a hugely impactful showing otherwise, though. Struggled to get puck touches in the OZ, and a big reason for
that was his transition play, which continues to be lacklustre. Doesn’t scan enough before pass receptions, resulting in a lot of
missed passes that should be rather easily avoidable. The lack of strength also plays into this, as he often wants to move the
puck as quickly as possible, not trusting in his ability to hold on to the puck in the DZ or NZ against men. Did some of his best
work by intercepting passes and pressuring on the forecheck, turning one of those situations into a chance for himself. One-
touch playmaking in the OZ remains one his biggest strengths, even if we got just a couple of flashes of it here.

Dylan Griffing: October 24th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Yugra Khanty-Mansiysk - VHL
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First game back from Russian hockey limbo and Michkov faced arguably the best team in the league. He picked up a goal and
an assist, but overall, this was his least eventful game of the season. He barely even touched the puck at 5v5 through the first
two periods. Off-the-puck reads were good, disrupting plays on the forechecking, and putting himself in the way of passing
lanes. Individually created a few turnovers. Was making mostly basic plays with the puck, showed off good patience, but the
decision making wasn’t always there. Super effective through one-touch passing, though. Another pretty bad turnover in the DZ,
tried too much to escape the forechecker and finished his move with a weak pass right onto an opposing stick that allowed
Yugra to regain the zone control. There was at least a clear thought on this pass unlike some of the others in previous games,
but it's another mistake that needs to be removed from his game if he wants the chance to make a KHL impact this year.

Lassi Alanen: October 24th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Yugra Khanty-Mansiysk - VHL

Despite scoring a power play tally and adding a pretty primary assist later on in the game (following an OZ interception, he
received a cross-ice pass the near the point, turned a perfect reception into a another cross-ice saucer for a one-timer goal,
keeping the lane open by threatening a potential shot with his stance), it was a rather uneventful outing for Michkov aside from
few shifts later on in the game. Didn't get many puck touches at 5-on-5 and struggled to move the puck in transition with
control. | don’t mind the turnovers that much if at the same time he’s creating a ton, but that just wasn’t the case here. Games
like these are pretty inevitable in the pro ranks, though, and he still managed two points.

David St-Louis: October 7th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. HK Tambov - VHL

Michkov’s hockey sense grade remains an 8+ for me. I've stated many times in other reports that | don’t care too much about
decision-making. This is something that Michkov can calibrate as he matures. Some of his plays are too risky, too ambitious,
and do him more harm than good. But the way he sees the ice, his awareness of teammates and defenders, his anticipation, his
ability to manipulate not just one but multiple defenders, his capacity to see what the best play will be based on the movement
and positioning of multiple variables..These things are all exceptional. | have to check my biases when | watch him because he
plays the game exactly how | like it. His clever off-puck movements lead to him getting pucks in favourable spots, his great first
touches allow him to instantly improve his offensive conditions, and his manipulation abilities to break open defences. He’s the
link between the plays of teammates.And a threat as a finisher. His skating looks better this season. The mechanics are relatively
sound and he seems to have the speed necessary to escape VHL opponents. Although he still manipulates by downshifting, his
overall pace is better. He crosses his feet to pick up momentum and attack pockets of space ahead of the play now. Michkov
remains a smaller winger who will likely never have a powergame; there will be many obstacles in his path to a top-line NHL
role, but his hockey sense should prevail.

Dylan Griffing: October 7th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. HK Tambov - VHL

This season is going to be a real test to see if Michkov can break out of his bad habits. The tendency to cherrypick at the
blueline and take himself out of the game really limits his impact and his team’s effectiveness through transitions. His passing
looked very strong in this one, but he just doesn’t seem to care to play as a team rather than hope a spring pass finds him

for a breakaway. That said, there were plenty of shining moments for Michkov. When he’s utilizing his teammates, things click
and plays just happen. It’s really a sight to watch. His connecting skills are great, scanning well, and looking off shots to find
better chances through passing. He didn’t really waste many chances by taking bad shots here (barring one shot from behind
the net, trying to bank it off the goalie (he loves those shots)). Probably his least interesting game away from the puck, though.
Pretty lazy, not anticipating plays, and mostly just letting things happen in front of him. He did throw a pretty big hit and had
two pretty nice takeaways, though, so he was still making some things happen in that regard. Major habit that needs to break is
overextending when covering the point. Watching him apply almost zero pressure on the pointman and then just leave the zone
hoping that somehow his team now has the puck is agonizing.

Lassi Alanen: October 7th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. HK Tambov - VHL
This was a lot better showing from Michkov compared to the previous one. Especially after the first period, things started to lock

in place and he was creating chances every other shift. Got on the scoresheet early on PP, scoring with an excellent catch-and-
release wrister (high grip, very quick weight shift, perfect placement) after a cross-ice feed. No doubting the shooting skill he
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has. In the OZ, he was connecting with his teammates a lot more often compared to the previous outing, playing with pace and
moving the puck quickly and immediately moving towards the next play. At his best, Michkov’s offensive pace is really high and
he’s combining handling, passing, and off-puck movement pretty seamlessly. A couple of quick DZ breakups turned into exits,
entries and chances, once almost getting tripped, partly falling but at the same time baiting the defender to reach, then just
recovering and moving the puck away from the defender’s reach and getting a high-danger look. Sure, he once turned the puck
over at a terrible spot, high in the OZ point, which led to a partial breakaway against. And the DZ play wasn’t very inspiring, ie.
reaching at the wrong time, showing little effort or fleeing the zone early. But this was a much better example of what he can do
offensively.

Lassi Alanen: October 5th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Dizel Penza - VHL

Michkov with a pretty interesting outing here. Some good stuff, ie. initiating contact before puck reception to gain extra space
to spin off the defender, few good off-puck routes. Michkov is not a player who needs to always be on top of the puck. He can
spend quite a while outside of the defencemen’s radar, just looking for an opportunity to make a move. This allowed him to
make a couple of OZ steals, attacking the puck-carrier with a more unusual timing. Turnovers were an issue here. And it's not
necessarily just the turnovers, but the lack of idea between the passing plays that resulted in them. Didn’t scan enough before
receiving the puck, threw some odd low-percentage passes towards the middle as of result and one turnover resulted in a goal
against. Missed the best play a few times in the OZ playmaking-wise. You'd want to see more from a potential top-3 pick.

Dylan Griffing: October 5th, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Dizel Penza - VHL

Michkov followed up his strong outing against Khimik with a game with a lot more similarities to his first VHL match, not great.
The failure to scan for danger is becoming a real issue and he was actually punished in this one with a goal against coming
directly from him giving the puck straight to a Dizel player. Just really failed to read the entire ice, tunnelvisioned on one option
rather than seeing if there were better options available. Struggled to get away from pressure, lacks the hands and pace to beat
guys, so he was mostly just fighting to stay alive long enough to make a pass. One of the worst games I've seen of his, too
many bad habits that he’s stuck in.

Dylan Griffing: October 3rd, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Khimik Voskresensk - VHL

First real VHL test against a pretty good team and this is the kind of performance that really shows what Michkov can do.
Played with much more control and it resulted in less mistakes. There still were misplays on his part, but nothing that wasn’t
due to him being so new to the league, so no faults there. Unlike his debut, he was looking to get involved in plays rather than
be the one to do it all. The playmaking habits are really good, making fast scans and using one-touch passes to get the puck
out of high pressure areas. He made so many good connecting plays and this is where his intelligence really shines. There’s
inconsistencies to his hockey sense in the offensive zone, but it is so high end when he’s playing through transitions. He went
from 11 shots on goal in his first game to just 4 in this one and that needs to be more consistent. He still picked up a goal while
not wasting as many chances with low danger shots. Most of the shots he took were from valuable areas, as well.

The play off the puck was honestly good again. He was getting involved physically on the forecheck, getting into good positions,
and he forced a couple of turnovers on top of it all. He’s reading plays on the forecheck nicely to get up into puck carriers’
faces, but still just not taking full advantage by not using his stick to actually disrupt the play.

Dylan Griffing: October 1st, 2022 - SKA-Neva St. Petersburg vs. Ryazan-VDV - VHL

VHL debut for Michkov and his first full game back from his injury. Picked up two goals. | was a big fan of his connecting passes
through transitions, pre-scanning on retrievals to make quick passes to streaking teammates and really push play forward
quickly. However, when he was given more time to play around on breakouts, he wasn’t up to the task, giving the puck away
twice on plays where Ryazan could’ve done some major damage if they were at least an average VHL team. There was one
rush that was going to be a 3-on-2, but he switched to the same side that was already occupied by a teammate for a drop
pass, leaving the other side of the ice completely empty. The carrier dropped it off and missed the F2, so the puck fell right to
Michkov and he was able to pass it to the slot for a good opportunity, but it was just such a misplay on his behalf because that
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play is not working nine out of ten times. Still questioning his thought processes when he shoots, he gets tunnel visioned to
shoot when there are certainly better options available. No denying his shot, though. He will fight through as much as he needs
to to get a shot off. Finished with 11 shots on goal! The playmaking decisions still feel better than the shot decisions. He was
getting himself into good positions to make plays on the defensive and forechecking sides of things, but he doesn’'t proactively
try to act on those positions, so he just occupies the space and doesn’t do anything with it.

Dylan Griffing: August 3rd, 2022 - Russia U25 vs. Avangard Omsk - Sochi Hockey Open

Michkov’s entries and passing was what stood out here. Heck, he even made some nice defensive plays. First time I've seen
him so proactive to break things up, even if it was just because he was dying to get a breakaway. | think that’s going to hold
him back moving forward, because it’s clear that he won't attack the inside lane against KHL competition — he wasn’t doing

it last year, either — and he isn’'t getting the spring passes that shoot him into a 1-on-0 like he can get whenever he wants in
junior. Doesn’t look any bigger or stronger than last year, still getting kind of bullied behind the net. He looked to try to be more
deceptive with his puckhanding, still holding it out quite far away from his body and barely clinging on to possession, but had
some good misdirection plays. Shot quality was bad. This is a frustrating player.

Dylan Griffing: May 5th, 2022 - Russia U20 vs. Russia - Friendly Match

Michkov is not doing a great job of cementing himself as a top, top player in the 2023 draft. It's clear that, right now, he is pretty
reliant on space being afforded to him. Put him on the power play? Stud. The 5v5 play just isn't there. He was a passenger for
basically the entirety of this game, he had two really nice rushes late in the game, but up to that point, nothing to really keep
note of. Positive notes, that is. He really struggled on his breakout passes, no scanning or pressure management, not deceptive
enough to get around a defender 1-on-1, not attacking inside, and forcing plays. Rarely entered the defensive zone, not proactive
or making reads on defense. At one point, the puck was literally in front of his own crease and he was waiting at the red line for
a spring pass. He got it, at least.

Dylan Griffing: April 23rd, 2022 - SKA-1946 St. Petersburg vs. Krasnaya Armiya Moskva - MHL Playoffs

If, for whatever reason, MHL coaches are watching Michkov right now, | don’t think they’re liking what they see. The shot
selection is just so off putting, he has a knack for killing attacks for his team by shooting from either behind the red line or firing
it at a defender’s shins. The physicality of Krasnaya Armiya’s blueline made life very difficult for the small winger, getting closed
down immediately behind the net and turning the puck over many, many times back there. Even against the smallest player on
the opposing team, Vladimir Grudinin, Michkov didn't stand a chance. The usual off-puck game was apparent, waiting for his
team to get the puck while he waited at center ice. His only real scoring chance came from him sliding back behind the play
while one of his linemates stopped a rush and got the puck to him. The positives came in transition where, while he wasn’t
doing a lot of individual things, he linked up plays, showed some glimpses of deception and agility, and created a chance for his
team with a give-and-go to Khusnutdinov for a clean entry and shot on goal. Overall, Michkov was a one-touch shooter and was
shutdown almost everywhere else on the ice. 'm not impressed.

Dylan Griffing: April 15th, 2022 - SKA-1946 St. Petersburg vs. Krasnaya Armiya Moskva - MHL Playoffs

Pretty quiet game despite picking up a goal and an assist. He was mostly just a connector, moved the puck pretty well outside
of the zone, passed against the grain and was pretty dynamic. His assist was pretty smart, moved away from the offensive
blue line and hit Nikita Chibrikov with a backwards pass that let him burst into the zone and score. He had a nice give-and-
go, as well, showed off his hands and explosiveness to get a shot on goal. His game did start to get sloppier as it went on,

not scanning and not deceptive enough to win his 1-on-1s. He was more present in the defensive zone than usual, making
reactionary plays while remaining not very proactive. Still cheated for offense quite a bit, but he stayed further back and used
his off-puck movement to get a head of steam before receiving a pass, rather than just waiting at the offensive blue line at a
standstill.

Dylan Griffing: March 8th, 2022 - SKA-1946 St. Petersburg vs. Loko Yaroslavl - MHL
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Two goal game for Michkov, a lucky chance after a terrible pass from Loko’s goalie and a rush right after stepping on for his
shift, getting behind the defense right away. However, this was far from his best game. Really strong on his edges and made
smart, quick decisions to bounce off the walls. Skating is a 5.5 right now, nothing else compares to his edgework. Attacked the
inside more than usual. Shot selection still really poor and he is still creating most of his offense from behind the net.

Dylan Griffing: February 15th, 2022 - SKA-1946 St. Petersburg vs. MHK Dynamo Moskva - MHL

Perhaps it’s just case of being given too much freedom, but Matvei Michkov cherrypicks harder than any other prospect I've
ever seen. To his credit, he blocked a few shots and even tried to throw a hit, but he dipped as soon as there was even a
chance a player on his team as going to gain possession. Shot is still elite, shot selection is still the opposite. He adapts well
when shooting, curl-and-drag wrister is super strong, can shoot while skating with speed, and is pretty deceptive. For a player
cheating for offense as much as he is, the quality of his shots is so underwhelming. He was even given a 2-on-1 inside the
offensive zone after a Dynamo player fell down and gave Michkov the puck just above the red line, so Michkov took a shot from
basically behind the red line instead of trying to be creative or utilize the extra man he had. This game was also very physical
which absolutely exploited one of the main weaknesses in his game. Immediately getting knocked away from he puck behind
the net and getting rubbed out against the boards. He showed off more creativity in motion than he’s shown this year, making
some nifty moves with his hands and using the mohawk and widening his stance to make quick turns and treat the other team
like they were pylons. Overall, | came away more impressed with his, 2024 eligible, teammate, lvan Demidov.

David St-Louis: December 26th, 2021 - Russia vs. Sweden - WJC-20

Michkov is highly manipulative. We saw that on his goal. He attacked down, but got pressured by a defender, so to gain the
note, he pulled the puck back, forced the defender to lunge for it, and then used that lunge to get a step on the defender.

Smart. | liked his work on the boards in this one, too. He established body positioning, hit, and kept his feet moving to beat
pressure. He uses the back layers of the attack, understandings spacing and timing...A lot to like in his game.

Mitchell Brown: December 26th, 2021 - Russia vs. Sweden - WJC-20

Michkov scored twice in this game. One was a fluky finish off one of the best executed between-the-legs moves I've ever seen.
He reached back to encourage the chasing defender to reach, then accelerated and cut inside towards the net. Might not have
been able to gain the middle with a normal move — reaching back like that caused the defender to alter his route. The second
was a double-deflection from behind the goal-line — one of four shots he took from zero-chance land in this game. In total,

he took 11 shots but really only had three or four scoring chances. | understood one or two of the low-percentage shots, but
he really leaned on it instead of using his playmaking. That was all the more confusing because he actually set-up a number

of quality looks for his teammates around the slot when looking for them. Didn’'t see any high-level playmaking details, but he
moves the puck at the right times, has some deceptive qualities, and understands how to use passing to further the offence
before a shot. Looks like a star, but many questions around his game linger.

Dylan Griffing: November 29th, 2021 - SKA St. Petersburg vs. Severstal Cherepovets - KHL

Pretty solid game from Michkov despite not getting a single shift in the first period. Took charge of some rushes, used his sKill
more than I've seen from him at this level, and showed strong problem solving tendencies. Had a nice play where he drew three
opposing players towards him and passed it off to his teammate to get in close. Shot from stupid angles, of course, but the shot
is still so nice looking.

Dylan Griffing: November 13th, 2021 - Russia vs. Sweden - EHT

Michkov scored, maybe, the cleanest Michigan goal ever in this one. AlImost scored in the first period, as well, but he was
robbed after he spotted the crease was left open and picked his spot. He does this really effectively, utilizing give-and-go’s to
attack the crease that way, rather than driving to the net-front himself. Played at a low pace throughout, again, | think he ends
up more of a playmaker than a shooter as he continues to develop. Attacked the center of the ice from the wings and showed
solid problem-solving ability and deception. Two of his five shots came from behind the red line, which is a common theme in
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his game. Two of the others were just not from dangerous areas at all. He can slowly skate up and snipe in wristers all day in
the MHL, but it clearly isn't working so well against tougher competition. Puck protection is a little worrying at times, bringing the
puck too far back on his passes and inviting a stick to knock away possession before he can get the pass off. | think Michkov is
an elite talent, but it feels like he’ll be fighting to not drop the #3 rather than make a push for #1 in this class.

Dylan Griffing: September 14th, 2021 - SKA St. Petersburg vs. Spartak Moskva - KHL

| think weak shot selection is going to be brought up all the time with this player, and for good reason. He basically only shoots
from the red line. One play in particular, he got a pass that led to a solo rush, 1-on-1in the offensive zone, mano a mano; what
does he do? Sticks to the boards, ignores the inside lane entirely, and shoots from the corner. That’s not what a truly elite talent
does. Yes, he’s still getting used to the league and there is always the physicality difference — there’s just no reason to take a
completely low-risk shot there when there’s an opportunity to get a really useful chance. On a positive note, he showed flashes
of tight area skill and problem solving abilities. Glimpses of a player who could make an impact in the KHL, he just isn’t ready for
the league vyet.

Dylan Griffing: September 2nd, 2021 - SKA St. Petersburg vs. Severstal Cherepovets - KHL

This was Michkov’s first game of the season and KHL debut and he did not look very out of place. He’s not a show stealer yet,
but the promise is there. He’s unlikely to ever really shine in the defensive zone, mostly just hanging out above the circles waiting
for his teammates to make the play and get him the puck; however, he did combine with his teammate to create a turnover and
start a breakout that slowed down after Michkov flubbed the pass. He had a 1-on-O for his only real scoring chance in this one,
just couldn’t finish it off. | think he ends up being more of a playmaker as time goes on. His shot selection isn’t great and a lot of
his offense comes from behind the red line, but his passing from behind the net is going to translate a lot better than trying to
score from back there. He picked up a secondary assist on a breakout pass that was probably more luck than skill, but if it was
actually what he planned, then it was quite the play. Pretty deceptive and creative, picks his spots well, explosive skating.

David St-Louis: 6th August, 2021 - Russia vs Sweden - Hlinka Gretzky Cup
Michkov has been creating more solo chances than anything else at this tournament. He eludes defenders on the boards,

showing puck protection skills in the process, attacks inside, and rushes away on breakouts to beat the opposition off the mark.
The shooting skills are interesting. He scored with an in-stride release in this game and had multiple other chances.
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¥ SCOUTING REPORT

Much has been made of the Big Four in this year’s draft, but Zach
Benson’s play this season was such that we couldn’t help but wonder
if there wasn't more of a Big Five at the top of this class.

Certainly, his quality was more closely aligned with the players in
front of him on our board than anyone from the No. 6 spot onward.
He’s that damn good. And he’s been that damn good for a while
now.

“Many nights last season, it seemed like 16-year-old Zach Benson
was the Winnipeg ICE’s play-driver, on a team that eventually had
three first-round NHL picks,” Elite Prospects Dir. of North American
scouting Mitch Brown said. “He orchestrated the game with high-
pace manipulation, quick passing lanes, and a knack for being in the
right place at the right time.”

It's Benson’s feel for the game and his ability to bend the opposition
to his will that sets him apart from most players in this draft. With
the puck, he’s a cunning manipulator, selling false intentions with
his subtle movements and his eyes to clear defenders from pockets
of space, drawing them into his orbit before connecting with his
linemate in that newly vacated ice.

Away from the puck, the 5-foot-10 forward is constantly scanning the

Zach Benson
F | Winnipeg ICE | WHL | 2023 Eligible
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ice, registering passing options well in advance of collecting possession, ready to strike with one- and two-touch passes to set
the table for his linemates to feast.

This skill is visualized in Brown’s manually tracked data set. Benson’s expected primary assists and slot pass success percentage
check in at the 100th percentile, in a sample that includes 700 forwards from this season. In a multi-year data set of over 3000
forwards, his underlying playmaking data is second to only Connor McDavid. You might have heard of him.

And while we're not sure that it would be fitting to characterize Benson as a dual-threat scorer, every bit as potent a finisher as a
distributor, his handling and physical skills allow him to create more than his fair share of pucks into the opposition goal himself.

Simply put: Benson doesn’t play small. He’s interior-driven as a puck carrier, protective on the first touch, and capable of
establishing inside positioning along the walls for retrievals. The contemporary NHL is more about leverage than it is about size,
and he’s going to be just the latest example of that dynamic.

The same is true of his work in the defensive zone. The ICE forward is a proactive, intelligent defensive contributor, always
occupying the right passing lane, and equipped with a great defensive stick that allows him to steal possession from his
opponents.

You're probably tired of hearing this by now, but Benson, like the four players we've already profiled, is a No. 1 overall talent by the
standards of most drafts.

And yet, it won’t surprise us in the slightest to see him fall from the top-10 entirely in this year’s draft. Benson’s an average skater
at best, with an elevated stance and a stride that breaks down quickly. Teams often stray from 5-foot-10 players with that sort of
deficiency. Especially when they’re only 159 pounds.

That would be a mistake, in our estimation. Benson has the potential to be an elite, playmaking first-line winger who can
contribute in every phase of the game. You win with players like this.

¥ LINKS & MEDIA

Zach Benson has his sights setona WHL Stock Watch: Nate Danielson Standout performances from the
top 10 selection in 2023 NHL Draft  becoming an offensive force in 2022 Hlinka Gretzky Cup
Brandon

¥ INDUSTRY CHATTER

“Small, and | think we’ve gotten around looking that as too much of an issue, but it is an issue. | really like how he
works, how he plays when tested. But will he be able to do it against pros?” - Western Conference scout, May 2023

“He’s pretty small, pretty light, not the best skater. | think he could slide. That would be a mistake though. He’s a
complete player who’s shown he can make a difference in all areas of the game. An elite competitor with elite hockey

sense.” — Eastern Conference scout, May 2023

“There might not be a smarter or harder working kid in the draft. He’s been arguably the best player on a team full
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of NHL first-rounders since he was 16-years-old. | don’t think the comparisons to Brayden Point are inappropriate.” —
NHL scout, April 2023

“Ever since | was little, | loved to play off the rush. Create off the rush. And play with lots of speed” — Zach Benson,
October 2022

“l take lots of pride in my defensive side of the game. | think it’s extremely important, and it’s a huge tool for the next
level” — Zach Benson, October 2022

“I've worked on my skating a ton. Ever since | was little, | was in power skating camps. Still to this day, this summer,
I worked with Barb Aidelbaum and just wanted to get a quicker first step and lengthen my stride a bit. Whenever
you can work on it, it’s the most important thing in today’s game. Absolutely, you can never be too good at it. Every
summer | try and improve every facet of my game.” — Zach Benson, October 2022

“(Connor) McDavid is McDavid, Brayden Point is extremely smart and plays a strong two-way game. Another guy is
Patrick Kane. | have similar traits to him. He’s an elite player if you watch the little things he does. That’s what sets him
apart from everyone else. | think | have similar traits to him. He’s an elite player. I'd love to be him one day. You just
take little things from his game, and | try to make it work in my game.” — Zach Benson, October 2022

“I think my hockey IQ is pretty good. And | think that’s what sets me apart from everybody in this class. Just thinking the
game sets me apart. The game is played at a fast pace. | can think of things beforehand to find the right spot. | watch
two or three NHL games a night. | think you can learn so much from watching them.” — Zach Benson, October 2022

¥ GAME REPORTS

Mitchell Brown: May 17th, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Seattle Thunderbirds - WHL

There’s no denying there was some drop-off in Benson’s effectiveness in this tight game, but he still showed the full skill set. His
warts only really appear when he has to carry the puck for longer stretches — opponents make up ground on him and he can’t
manipulate opponents as effectively with a lengthy possession. Otherwise, he did everything else. He used rapid-fire manipulation
to passes through opponents, scanned before every touch and instantly found the best play from those positions, and attacked
the inside. His pass selection off the rush remains strong. He always tries the first open, but if it's not open, he delays and waits for
the second or third. Strong defensive game as usual. | think he’s clearly the third-best prospect from North America. No one else
combines this level of skill, pace, intelligence, inside play, playmaking, and defence.

David St-Louis: April 29th, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Saskatoon Blades - WHL

A really strong game from Benson and he got rewarded with luckier points, an empty-netter assist and a goal gifted from a weird
bounce. His other assist was quite nice. He attacked down the wing, dangled Molendyk, cut back and started a tic-tac-toe play.
Benson continues to show an incredible awareness of the ice at all times. He manipulates defenders, moves them out of pockets of
space, invites teammates in, and then makes deceptive backhand feed to them. He can absorb shoves and spins off of them, elude
pressure on the walls with skating moves, not quick ones, but timed well enough to create separation, and he plays at an unreal
pace all the time. The defensive engagement, motor, abilities to absorb hits, elusiveness, combativeness, inside-driven nature, and
handling, passing, and shooting skills are all very NHL projectable, but it's the hockey sense, the elite game-reading ability at higher
speed, that makes him a top-five prospect in this draft for me. He’s a player you root for, too, with his hard play style at his size.

David St-Louis: April 19th, 2023 - Moose Jaw Warriors vs. Winnipeg ICE - WHL
It's legitimate to have some concerns about Benson’s game. When a player’s main quality is his motor, even if all of his skills are NHL

projectables, there is a chance that his play takes a step back when his competition becomes just as energetic, pacey, and intense
as he is. Benson’s skating and stature only allow him to create small advantages at this level. Most of his plays are made under
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intense pressure, especially in these playoffs,as opponents can get on him and stick to him relatively well. Yet, he still manages to
connect some ridiculous passes, backhands from a zone away, slip feeds through two defenders, and one-handed dangles around
sticks. He’s not just smart, but an elite reader of the game. And his playmaking looks second to none in this draft class. This wasn’t
his most eventful performance or his best one (he lacked support), but he still managed to give his team the win with a precise
pass on the powerplay to the inside of the box. Tic-tac-toe and in. He’s going to stay at 5 on our board. There is a good chance
that another player behind him surpasses him in terms of offensive production and star potential, but you can’t get it wrong if you
draft Benson at 5. He’s almost everything a team wants: an elite worker and thinker of the game.

Cam Robinson: April 14th, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs Moose Jaw Warriors - WHL Playoffs

In his return to action after missing five weeks, Benson was back but you could see he was trying to adjust to the playoff tempo
early on. He was a bit rusty with his hands, but the motor and more importantly, the mind were there in spades. He grabbed a
goal after making several intelligent decisions in the offensive end. The draw was won directly back to him, he drew two defenders
and sent a between the legs pass to the point. The play moves around and he sets himself up to receive a high to low pass and
he curls and drives right down the middle of the ice, once again drawing two defenders. He sold shot, slipped it over to the right
flank and continued to the netfront to time the return pass where he tipped it home. A lot to like and showed off his inside-drive
crossover where he was really pulling the under skate through and generating quickness and control.

In the middle of the second frame, he took a great route on Mateychuk and forced him into a tight spot that led to a turnover,
from there, Benson got into a serious puck battle in the offensive corner where he came out with it, faked up the wall curled back
low and went for the wrap attempt. Lots of strength, edge work, puck protection and then the quick attempt. It wasn’t his most
glamorous outing but a nice showing after being shelved for awhile.

Mitchell Brown: March 3rd, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Regina Pats - WHL

An incredible game from Benson, showing more dynamic individual skill than usual without losing the translatability. He was a
machine along the wall. Instantly attacked the middle when possible. When not, he faked going down the boards before cutting the
inside. Manipulates opponents at a frightening speed. Grabbed an assist by freezing two defenders, cutting inside, and passing off
the backhand across the slot. Deked through opponents multiple times, once by getting their feet moving in the wrong direction.
The usual stick work and defence appeared. A disciplined backtracker, he applies immense pressure but never overextends. If
he doesn’t get the steal, he forces a poor play. His second assist was a crafty retrieval play, where he sticklifted the opponent on
one side then grabbed the puck on the other. Some of the passes didn’t work, but he was showing an incredible skill set: hook,
slip, backhand, spinning plays. The foot speed isn’t top-end, and his stride still breaks down quick, but he generated power off his
inside edges as he attacked the inside. One shift sequence where he couldnt convince the defender with a narrow weight shift
highlighted than skating concerns linger, but at this stage, it won’t matter much. He’s a top-line forward. The smartest player in the
last few drafts after Bedard.

Mitchell Brown: March 1st, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Medicine Hat Tigers - WHL

Late in the game, Benson intercepted a cross-slot pass, attacked the middle, worked the give-and-go, and then deflected the return
pass back on net. That’s his game. He understands the nuances of defence, transition, and offence — and how to link them together.
He’s really a masterful passer, dissecting multiple defenders at once. Some of his best sequences: perfect hip pocket reception into
a cut, delay, and cross-slot pass and a slot cut into a look-off backhand pass through two defenders for the teammate rushing
the net. He manipulates at both high and low speeds. He changes pace. He attacks the middle. He has perfect touch on many of
his passes. He reads feet and takes lanes that are given to him. He applies the perfect amount of skill to every read. Sometimes,
his passes were a bit soft. And there’s no doubt the skating will have to improve. But the more | watch, the more | see a top-line
scorer with big-time defensive impact.

Mitchell Brown: February 22nd, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Calgary Hitmen - WHL

Benson is incredible. He controls the game. On the breakout, he delays, draws pressure, and passed to open teammates, but he
can also make the best play at pace if needed. He shows an advanced understanding of space creation. When he goes to cutback
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away from pressure, he leans into their space first, creating more space on the escape. He fakes one thing, waits for the opponent’s
reaction, then passes on their heels. He instantly recognizes subtle cues from defencemen, then punishes them for it — as he did
for his goal, where he faked, cut inside, then flung a no-look wrister into the far corner. The defensive stick was working all game
long. One of his numerous steals directly led to a goal. The skating’s still weak, but he has some edges and skills (heel to heel,
jabs, punch turns). It’s probably an average projection if strength’s the upright for his variable depth. A hockey genius, really. He’s
the clear No. 2 from the WHL.

Daniel Gee: February 11th, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Edmonton Oil Kings - WHL

Benson is a pace monster out there, pushing details non-stop throughout his minutes. This wasn’t the best Benson game | have
seen, but he sure played his brand of hockey throughout. Constantly leveraging space in the sustained pressure, Benson started
the game with an incredible sequence. He read his teammate was going to force an end-board ring so he darted from the slot
and corralled the puck behind the net. After cycling high, Benson opened his hips, cut laterally across the back of an aggressive
forechecker and sent a pass into traffic in the crease -- a step ahead the entire shift. His forechecking is heads and shoulders better
than most of his peers in this class. He applies instant pressure because of his processing of the developing play and clamps down
hard on opponents sticks to disrupt breakouts. In the third, he was drilled on the end boards but still fished away two pucks from
Oil King defenders. When they finally broke free, Benson darted to the right-hand circle, got up and under the stick of the breakout
man, stole the puck and feathered a backhand pass to McClennon -- the effort is just ridiculous. So elusive on the boards, he’s
scanning and manipulating with his feet on OZ retrievals -- it makes him almost impossible to contain when there is an element of
space. This manipulation base shows throughout his game. In the third, Benson carried a puck east-to-west, opened his hips and
juked his body right to fake a pass; defenders froze, he attacked downhill and may have tipped the post on his shot.

His off-puck support was valuable in this one. In the first he shifted backdoor, into an open seam and one-touched a shot at the
net -- massive padel save. In transition he constantly drove the middle to push back defenders -- in one sequence it gave Savoie
a ridiculous amount of room to shoot, resulting in a goal. Late in the game he supported a far-board carry, about 6-7 feet away,
the carrier went behind the net and Benson timed his activation into the centre pass lane and scored an easy goal. He can be
inefficient -- sometimes shooting through too much pressure or overthinking puck touches. For example, instead of getting a shot
off quickly with a catch-and-release, he took a step to the inside and tried to shoot through four defenders. | think he’ll weed these
out of his game though. | love how he is just trying to constantly out think opponents to create advantages -- it's why he’s special.
The forward stride remains the biggest issue -- the recoveries are just so wide and he degrades heavily across his shifts. Even
weight-transfer puck caring sequences just are awkward because he barely shifts weight. Benson’s at his best when he is really
cutting hard on his edges and builds up proactive speed in the neutral zone.

Cam Robinson: February 11th, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Edmonton Oil Kings - WHL

There isn’t a play that Zach Benson won’t attack. His speed isn't elite, but he gets to pucks so quickly because of his reads on the
play. He attacks on the forecheck with that same pace and instincts while also using smart angles and routes. With the puck, he’s
constantly darting to the inside, using both sets of edges to either open up and facilitate and face-first view, or cutback quickly
and provide a new-found cushion on the defending players. He was forcing defenders onto their heels with his constant attacking
pace but wouldn't settle for an outside lane rush attempt but instead using that advantage to gain advantages for his mates to
streak into holes and hit them with passes. His off-puck activation is incredibly well timed and was again in this one. He knows
how, when, and where to situate himself to time pass receptions. He was also able to one-touch those passes back across, chip
to himself and jump around, or corral and fire in one motion.

He grabbed a goal in this one by using the entire ice sheet. He got back on the play and recovered the puck behind his own goal
line, twisted a couple of times to shake pressure, made the outlet and then attacked the middle lane to join the rush. He saw that
the play was going to go low, so he slow, supported it, and then timed his landing in the homeplate area perfectectly with the low to
high pass. Bang, back of the net. Smart, efficient, two-way. All of it. Sure, he attakced too readily a few times and lost possessions.
He overhandled it a bit coming out of his own end. But these are nitpicking. This is kid is a pro.

J.D. Burke: February 9th, 2023 - Calgary Hitmen vs. Winnipeg ICE - WHL
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| think I'm pretty much over the concerns about Benson’s deficiencies as a skater at this point. It's not even that his stride has
really come along much this season; it’s just that he so clearly understands how to work within and around those limitations that
I'm increasingly convinced they won't be an obstacle. Angled attacks, give-and-goes, the occasional use of the mohawk along the
perimeter — Benson gets around just fine. He plays the game at an exceptionally high pace. Some really sharp plays in this game
too, the best of them being a 1-on-1 rush chance during which Benson tied up the defenceman’s stick, played the puck into space,
and then kind of shimmied around him for a partial breakaway chance. Benson consistently connected on difficult passing plays
through layers, particularly on the power play. | don’t know if Benson is in the same tier as Connor Bedard, Adam Fantilli, etc. but
he’s pretty clearly at No. 5 as far as I’'m concerned.

David St-Louis: February 4th, 2023 - Saskatoon Blade vs. Winnipeg ICE - WHL

I'm pretty much convinced that Benson is a top-five prospect in this draft at this stage. He doesn’'t have the highs of some of the
other prospects ranked around him, but his highs are almost as high and way more frequent and way more diverse and way more
projectable. He does everything: plays at pace, protects the puck in flight, attack the cage, run perfect off-puck routes, times himself
in pockets of space, spins on defenders to get open, uses crossovers patterns off the rush to break in the offensive zone, attacks
defenders at an angle to dangle through their feet, make short give-and-goes, make long give-and-goes, commands teammates
by communicating with them or by pointing to the next play with his stick, rotates back defensively ahead of time... And | could
go on and on and on. Skating still looks like an average projection, but he’s extremely dynamic because he tries his damn hardest
every shift and moves the puck quickly and uses his edges. The rest of the skills look potentially above-average. Really exciting,
complete prospect.

Daniel Gee: February 1st, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Saskatoon Blades - WHL

Benson went all out in this one. Transitionally some of the things he does are so impressive. Whether it’s an entry where he chips
the puck through a triangle to get an inside lane, or a cut into the middle of the neutral zone to pull players off the wings, just
to chip to a man with more speed, he’s always creating advantages. Benson was doing things like waiting for a defender to stop
moving their feet, just to attack their off-side knowing he could then work past them. Off-puck he was crashing all game, looking
for backdoor passes. Finally in the second, Prosofsky connected, leading to an easy goal. Just after that play, he filled the left-
wing, with all the Blades defenders deep, he took a pass, cut laterally across the slot, shot, and his rebound was potted. Probably
the best example of his individual skill that | have seen happened in the third. On a neutral zone race for a puck, Benson tactically
stepped into the lane of the purser, winning the race. He wheeled hard, working his crossovers to gain speed, beat a defender
with an inside-outside move, split two other D, corralled the puck from his skate-to-stick in motion, and deked out the goalie on
the backhand for his second. Unreal play.

Anticipation aided his in-zone offence. In the first he intercepted a clear, pushed off laterally to escape a check, dropped his shoulder
on a high-to-low carry, cutback on the right-hand circle to escape pressure, and threw a hope-pass into the crease. Great protection
and elusiveness for his size. Initiated proactive contact to beat out Molendyk on a retrieval race -- so disadvantaged against him
skating wide he had to fake an inside push, get Molendyk pivoted the wrong way, only to handle across his back and drive hard
into his shoulder to get body position on the end boards. Genius stuff. Benson wants to impact the game on the backcheck but
players often are able to pull away -- if he gets into the vicinity of the puck, he’'s an amazing disruptor. In the second he got his
stick in the release of Sidorov shot, nullifying the chance. One of the best viewings of a draft-eligible | have had.

Daniel Gee: January 28th, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Red Deer Rebels - WHL

Another strong game for Benson who continued to show a mountain of positive details. Impactful in transition he problem solves
pressure at such a high pace. In the first, with two forecheckers converging in the NZ, Benson opened his hips, hopped between
the players, passed the puck off to the wing and drove the middle. He constantly works to push defenders back when he is off-
puck in transition and it creates so much space for his teammates. He was a menace on the penalty kill all game. In the first he
pickpocketed a forward on the right-hand circle, rushing up the ice and killing 20-30 seconds with a pin. Later after Savoie beat
out a hold, Benson filed off-puck took the crease pass, deked the goaltender, but slid the puck wide. He was trying to layer pucks
more in this viewing than | have seen -- some of the decisions were perplexing at best and it frankly made him inefficient in this
one. On a downhill attack off the left-wing, he found a pocket of space to cut into, handled into the slot, and instead of taking the
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high-danger shot, he threw the puck backdoor to a mess of players. He looks for chaos constantly. Whether he is saucering a puck
into the crease, or throwing a hope-pass to a teammate, it was a constant pattern -- not ideal when there are better plays. In one
sequence he read a board ring, jumped on a puck and reversed it behind his back to teammate in the slot. Beyond that a lot of
crease passes that were just knocked away. Benson lost a lot of physical battles in this one -- looks the part of a sub 170 pound
forward. He tries to work proactive contact but he’s just so light and easy to fend off -- he’s adapted to really be an annoying
forechecker with his stick work and small-area game but at times it’s just not enough. | liked some of his work in the OZ. Benson
wheeled the zone constantly trying to work passing lanes to the middle open, Punch turned on the boards to escape pressure,
give-and-go attempts, and off-puck plants in the slot. Stride will be a disadvantage in pro -- lunges/waddles side-to-side when late
in shifts, recoveries remain far too wide leading to short subsequent push offs. It's the biggest caveat to his game as | believe a lot
of the inefficient touches work their way out when players like Benson possess such a high level of sense on the ice.

Mitchell Brown: January 28th, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Red Deer Rebels - WHL

A similar game to yesterday’s, albeit not quite as exciting. He set up a chance with a backhand pass through two players from
behind the net, the area where his playmaking shines brightest. Cut in off the boards, then grabbed a chance. His board skills
continue to impressive. He’s outmatched sometimes, but he wins body positioning, throws reverse hits, and cuts back at the perfect
moments. The defence was stellar. He gets ahead of the play, turns, then gets his stick inside and skates through the opponent’s
space. Not necessarily dynamic in this game. He wasn’t creating lanes or even opening them. His tools limit him at times, unable to
cut inside under pressure or draw the defender’s poke/pivot with handling and edge work. He was also throwing pucks away and
not creating much off the rush. As such, the questions about his dynamic upside are returning, but he’s so intelligent and creative
that he will find ways. Physical development will help a lot, and he still has a lot of runway.

Mitchell Brown: January 27th, 2023 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Lethbridge Hurricanes - WHL

Another monster game from Benson. He grabbed nine steals in this game. He intercepted passes, anticipated the next play down low
and jumped into the lane, ripped pucks away opponents, and timed his lifts/checks perfectly. He did all the usual stuff. He started
give-and-gos, sprinted his lanes to the net, and instantly turned receptions into chances, highlighted by a one-touch backhand feed
for a point-blank look. His off-puck movement is precise and intelligent. He gets to the front of the net, engages the defender, then
slips away to the far post. He also stays just outside the slot for long enough to slip off defenders’ radar before dashing inside. It
led to several chances in this game. Every pass, especially in transition, created time and space for its recipient. He steps inside,
draws pressure, and passes wide and vice-versa. The puck skills and skating were a bit limiting in this game. He couldn’t open
closed lanes from his lane and he wasn’t manipulating opponents. The hands failed a couple times, especially early in the game.
Nothing major. He’s an incredible defender and creator. The second-best player from the WHL, no doubt in my mind.

Cam Robinson: January 25th, 2023 - Team White vs Team Red - CHL TPG

Benson stood out among a sea of elite players. Working on the top line and the top power-play unit alongside Bedard, he was
the more dynamic of the two for the majority of the game. His acceleration was consistently on display as he blended those first
few strides with darting cuts to the middle and well-timed cutbacks to relieve pressure and open up more space to work with.
On the forecheck, he continued to put defenders on their heels and force them to make quick plays. He was steamrolled on two
occasions where he simply failed to escape but popped up both times and continued to fight for possession or get back to disrupt
the returning action.

He was rewarded with a late tally while the net was empty. He once again was hard on the forecheck and forced a poor pass
along the back wall that was intercepted, he popped out to the slot, opened his hips and got set. He one-timed the pass for a
quick fire goal. Benson was arguably the top player from Team Red in this one and displayed his smarts in all three zones. The
skating doesn’t bother me at all - even though its not blistering, simply because he uses the sheet so well and is so clearly wise
with his movements and attack routes.

David St-Louis: January 25th, 2023 - Team White vs Red - CHL top prospects game

Benson got demolished a couple of times. He suffered great hits, but was always right back on his feet. He made the early passes
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to teammates, stating odd-man attacks, supported defencemen low in the zone, and orchestrated scoring chances in the offensive
zone. It was a typical Benson game, where he showed all of his skills and smarts. He had a great chemistry with Bedard. The pair
should have scored a lot of goals. Benson can overpass sometimes, but it's normal when you're playing with two great shooters.

Mitchell Brown: December 28th, 2022 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Moose Jaw Warriors - WHL

Come on. This is just getting ridiculous. Benson set-up four high-danger looks at 5-on-5, capped with a pair of late-game should’ve-
been-tap-ins. The best was a cutback followed by a laser beam through the defender’s feet along the boards all the way to the
far post. He immediately found teammates working into the slot, delayed when necessary, turned steals into offence, and created
space by skating his routes and drawing defensive attention. He racked up seven steals in this game, too. Angles, times his poke
checks at the perfect moments, overwhelms with pressure, and anticipates plays. The skating’s still a problem; it’s visible in his
rushes (he’s easily kept wide and overwhelmed) and along the boards where his lack of depth prevents from his exploding out
of his turns. But he will find a way. He’s just too smart and proactive. He shows all the skills necessary to play without having
skating as an advantage: the off-puck reads, anticipation, body positioning, delay game, and playmaking. He could be the third-
best prospect from North America.

David St-Louis: December 9th, 2022 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Spokane Chiefs- WHL

What a game. Benson showed his playmaking in this one. He delayed the play to let lanes opens, moved sticks out of the way
to reach teammates, veiled his play on the powerplay, moved to shift the defensive box around and open space for teammates...
Change of pace, lanes... Everything was there. He lacks high-end dynamic qualities (the skating remains an average projection
at best), but if he can control the game, command it like in this outing, there won’t be any problem for him. The off-puck reads
are as good as ever, but it’s really his hard skills that took the forefront in this game. He won every battle by establishing body
positioning on the walls, protected the puck on first touch, and escaped pressure by keeping his feet moving. He rushed the net,
found an inside positioning, and battled to keep it. He scored multiple times. Honestly, in this game, he looked like a top-6 pick. Oh
yeah, and he’s engaged defensively, too.

Mitchell Brown: November 17th, 2022 - Regina Pats vs. Winnipeg ICE - WHL

Benson was a bit quiet in the early going, but turned it on late to help Winnipeg pull away. All the usual stuff from Benson. He
scored by getting winning positioning on a defender, freeing his stick, and deflecting a shot past the goaltender. Several other
intelligent off-puck plays — running into opponents’ space, taking sticks to clear lanes, and general net-front nuisance — created
space and lanes. Playmaking-wise, he delayed and found the player moving towards the net. He doesn’t necessarily cutback and
reset; instead, he stops up, manipulates the incoming defender with his handling skill, then slips a puck through them. Still on the
fence whether Benson will be able to do that in the NHL with his current level of skating. He can't convincingly shift his weight or
use his edges to really sell another play. The stride looks better than | previously thought, although it still lacks polish. The edges
were always the issue anyway. He’s smart enough to play with skating as a weakness, but ’'m unsure about the heights he’ll reach.

Daniel Gee: November 12th, 2022 - Winnipeg ICE vs Brandon Wheat Kings - WHL

Benson was a beast in this one. Probably the activity-level | have seen out of a WHLer this season and a far better viewing than my
last. Pressure was the name of his game in this one. On an opening sequence he pressured and stick-lifted a puck carrier, slipping
a pass to a breakout man. Little plays like that made him an untenable threat. In the first on a penalty kill, Benson pressured on
a backcheck -- he read that the left-wing was covered so he shifted, planted his stick and blocked a pass to the right-wing. As
the puck bounced to another Wheat King, he pressured that man, poked the puck free and counter-attacked off puck. He took
a slip pass from Benson, attacked the back of a defender and scored on the breakaway -- faked high, deked to his backhand to
open up the 5-hole and slide the puck through. But that wasn’'t the only defence-to-offence production he had in the game. After
forcing a turnover with a stick lift, Benson carried in off the right-wing, sent a backhand east-to-west, and drove the slot, tapping
in a rebound for a goal. His transition habits are immense. Cutbacks to escape pressure, constantly open as an off-puck pass
option, constant boards-to-middle movement. In the second he drove off the wall and cut across the net -- he had a tap in but
lost control slightly, nullifying the dangerous chance.
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In sustained pressure the physical and mental pace was equally as present. Benson has an immense amount of escapability out
of tight areas, pops into punch turns and cutbacks to shake pressure, and he’s always working in tandem with puck carriers to
add himself as an option. One-touch passes, chaos creation, problem solving, skill blending -- it’s all here. While he over handles
at times, | doubt this is an issue at higher levels with how fast he processes -- it’s just about habit adjustments. | worry about his
skating and complete diminishing against players who can match or outmatch at higher levels, but | think in Benson’s case, the
activity level and brain should be able to overcome it at some level.

Mitchell Brown: November 8th, 2022 - Red Deer Rebels vs. Winnipeg ICE - WHL

In isolation, Benson’s skating won’t provide any advantages in the NHL. It's wide, weak strides and struggles to shift his weight
over either leg. But it probably won't matter much. He’s better much with cutbacks, combining puck positioning, deception, and
timing to shake pressure in ways that will translate to the NHL. He won’t be puck-carrying threat in transition, but he isn’t already.
He makes the right play at the right time, quickly moving pucks when possible and manipulating opponents when necessary. His
skating occasionally means that when he doesn’t mask his intentions, opponents have no difficulty stopping him. But he’s so good
away from that puck. So disruptive. He intentionally puts his stick in one lane, waits for the opponent’s reaction, then meets them
on the other side. Just as teammates enter the battle, he just gives a quick lift or poke to aid them. It's masterful. The crazy saucer
pass assist probably won’t happen again (both opponents he beat should’ve intercepted it), but it showed his vision and craftiness.
So many different passes: hook, slip, backhand, etc. He looked like a potential top-line forward. He will find a way.

Mitchell Brown: October 22nd, 2022 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Kelowna Rockets - WHL

Benson was outshined by Cristall in this game, but it was an impressive performance regardless. He understands how to play his
game in the NHL already. Delays when most sprint, especially dangerous at the top of the offensive zone after letting the backchecker
fly past. From there, he cuts inside, fakes a lane change, uses the heel-to-heel to slip away from pressure, and connects all sorts of
crafty short-range passes. Same skills appear down low. The best sequence of the game: he won a retrieval, passed the puck off
the back of the net to himself, and then sent an absolutely incredible saucer pass in front for a chance. Always positioned in the
right spot, and his hand-eye coordination and stick work always shine. He intercepts passes, knocks pucks away inside the handle,
and gets underneath opponents’ sticks. The hands looked closer to average in this game, whiffing on pass receptions and lacking
the finer control to play his in-traffic game. The biggest concern remains skating. His acceleration pattern is weak, generating little
power. It’s just his stride, which lacks depth with an awkward-looking extension. The limitations appear on his edges, too. He doesn’t
win many races unless he has the advantage. It's not a huge concern given his intelligence and style of play (delay, small-area skill,
give-and-go, off-puck movement). He has top-six upside, but I'm not sure where he fits into this draft class.

Cam Robinson: October 18th, 2022 - Winnipeg ICE vs Victoria Roayls - WHL

God, it’s hard not to love the habits of this player. Even though this wasn’t the most dynamic game for him offensively, he just
breathes smart decisions all over the ice. In the second frame, he came backchecking high into the defensive end, read the defender
walking in, stripped him with a sitck lift and accelerated back the other way to create a two-on-oh with Savoie. He gave, he got
back, and fired home the tally. It showed off his smarts, his well-timed defensive play, acceleration and patience.

Later in that middle frame, he stole the puck along the wall in the defensive end, accelerated, made a quick move to beat the
defender at the line and broke down the middle for a three-on-one. He drew coverage, patiently waited and sent another backhand
saucer over to Geekie who didn’t get all of it.

He was a menace on the man-advantage, constantly rotating around, sending cross-ice feeds into the slot area with a variety of
methods - including a nice little backhand, aerial into space. He knocked down clearing attempts, cutback, and reset the umbrella.
He had some dangerous looks that didn’t connect but managed to reset again. Smart defensively

Daniel Gee: October 15th, 2022 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Prince George Cougars - WHL

Questionable performance for Benson, who didn’t look like a top-5 pick, hell, even a top-10 selection in this game. Benson is
hampered by his stride -- knees are knocked inwards causing him to be an inside-edge operator and laboured recoveries in a
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straight line. That being said, his sense is so high end. In the first on a rush, Benson shuffled down the near boards, sending a
perfect pass-off-pad that created a small rebound. He had another feed off the near boards in the third, hitting an option in the
slot who couldn’t catch-and-release the reception. Some delay elements -- Benson drove and cut laterally in the third, but had no
pass support. Beyond these sequences, he was inefficient -- attempting low percentage handles (windmill dekes), heavily layered
attempts to the inside directly into turnovers.

Tried to work a give-and-go in the third, despite being on-puck and open directly in front of the net. Had a lot of issues moving the
puck from the perimeter into the idle. Shifted into the net front countless times in this game -- | question if that’s the best use for
a player like Benson. A major factor defensively, Benson pushed forechecking, pressure, and flexed his anticipation. In the second
he almost disrupted an attacker enough to just about pick-pocket the puck carrier. His pressure almost led to another puck strip
on the blueline. He even intercepted a pass in his own zone, reading and clogging the lane. Not the most inspiring game but this
was the hardest leg of the ICE’s road trip so it wouldn’t be out of the question if that was a factor.

David St-Louis: October 15th, 2022 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Prince George Cougars - WHL

Not as eventful of a game for Zach Benson, but he still showed a lot of good elements. | like the pace in his game, pace of feet and
decisions. The skating form is still far from perfect, but I'm less and less concerned about the overall output. Some of the issues
(stride length, flexion, recovery...) seem fixable, too. He tries to get the inside positioning on net-drives and loose pucks, but only
succeeds when he has a speed advantage; he lacks the strength to win 50/50 battles. He was way more of a playmaker than
shooter in this game, overpassing a bit, but he can manipulate opponents.

David St-Louis: October 12th, 2022 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Lethbridge Hurricanes - WHL

Impressive, impressive performance. Based on this one performance, I'd give Benson a very high grade for hockey sense: a lot of
scanning, rapid scanning, too, close to getting possession, and even in situations where players don’t typically scan but should.
And his anticipation grades high, too. It guides him off-puck; he purposely lets his gap with defenders enlarge so he will have
more space to get the puck and make a next play. He moves the puck quickly (out of traffic) and intelligently, understands how to
manipulate defenders with movement and give-and-goes, plays with pace...A lot to like. The skill grades vary. The skating remains
average, mechanically flawed, but the stickhandling, in flashes, grades high-end. Benson has a tight control over the puck. He baits
pokechecks to fire around them, and slip passes through and around opponents. His defensive game is also interesting: constantly
engaged, stealing pucks with his body and timely stick interventions, and in the right spots. Like | said, a lot to like.

Mitchell Brown: October 8th, 2022 - Winnipeg ICE vs. Moose Jaw Warriors - WHL

Benson was solid, as usual. He’s a highly disruptive defensive player, always backtracking, angling, and timing his engagements.
Likes to stay behind opponents, wait for the pass, then go under their stick and spin off with the puck — does it in all three zones.
He’s patient. He delays the right moments, both inside space to get open and with the puck to wait for support. Precise passer
who works pucks through and around traffic. Lots of projectable ideas based on drawing and deceiving pressure. Shot’s an NHL
projection, too. Times his movements into the slot to get open. Fires off the pass at the right moments and handles before shooting
at the right moments. Highly intelligent, at least a 6.5-grade hockey sense projection, maybe even a 7.5 or 8. Getting to the upper
grade will likely require another level of dynamism and manipulation to his game. That might come through skating. Right now, his
narrow, elevated stance limits the effectiveness of his crossovers and weight shifts. He can’t separate. It leads to dump-ins, turnovers,
and failed entries. Acceleration: a couple of unfinished crossovers immediately into his (weak) stride. It's a problem here, it'll be a
problem elsewhere. Physical development will lead to a lot of natural improvement, no doubt. He’s a top-10 candidate.

David St-Louis: October 7th, 2022 - Regina Pats vs. Winnipeg ICE - WHL

There were a lot of good elements in this game. Benson is still just as defensively engaged, he uses teammates in transition, has
some crossover patterns to open space in the neutral-zone, and he plays well all over the ice, understanding tactics to separate
from coverage and how to control his speed to get the puck inside space. Defenders do catch up to him and they do handle him
quite easily along the boards if doesn’t have a preexisting advantage (speed, space...).
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David St-Louis: September 30th, 2022 - Swift Current Broncos vs. Winnipeg ICE - WHL

The skating didn't impress early on, but it didn’t seem like too big of an issue overall during the game. Benson skates on inside-
edges constantly, wide overall, which limits his weight-shifting and ability to transition from crossovers to forward strides and to
retain speed. He pulled off many great plays, but many of those by the skin of his teeth. What will happen when the competition
grows stronger and faster? Sure, he will also gain his own strength and improve in terms of skill, but will his hockey sense and
overall engagement in the game be enough to earn him a top-six spot? Not sure at this stage. The awareness, mental pace, and
ability to make plays inside traffic are intriguing.

Mitchell Brown: August 6th, 2022 - Sweden vs. Canada - Hlinka Gretzky Cup

Benson’s skating gradually became a bigger issue throughout this tournament. He wasn’t able to separate in this game. Lacks the
ability to weight shift fully. Crossovers aren’t really crossovers, except backwards. He’s manipulative through his eyes and movement,
but can’t manipulate better skaters. Or rather, he can, but he still can’t escape with possession because they can recover faster.
Still, he’s incredible in other ways. He moves pucks at the perfect times, hooking pucks around sticks or slipping them under. So
effective along the boards. Even when he’s second to pucks, he wins by trapping the feet and taking the stick. One poor play along
the boards didn’t leave his recipient with the space to receive the puck, but that’s about it for errors. He’s going to be fascinating
to watch this year.

Mitchell Brown: August 5th 2022 - Finland vs. Canada - Hlinka Gretzky Cup

Benson’s skating was more of an issue in this game than in previous ones. He couldn’t find any separation with his feet, and
the upright stance prevented him from loading his push off leg on weight shifts. Defenders pushed him outside, even when he
proactively cut to the middle. Overreliant on his inside edges. Still, he showed off-puck skills and defensive ability. Backtracks without
overcommitting, always perfectly positioning to intercept the drop pass or prevent a shot. Immediately plays the puck into space
to start the rush. Wins retrievals even without body positioning, taking the stick and then using his feet to trap the defender’s
against the wall. Created a goal by sprinting his route, drawing the defender, and jostling for positioning, opening a lane across the
net front. Benson’s skating might prove to be an issue, but strength’s clearly an issue. It will improve, but will it improve enough to
become a top-six forward?

J.D. Burke: August 3rd, 2022 - Canada vs. Sweden - Hlinka-Gretzky Cup

You won't find many players who can carve through a defensive formation with the sort of effortlessness that Benson displays
with nearly every puck touch. There’s just so much forethought and planning that goes into every possession, much of it aimed
towards getting opponents to commit with their feet early and cutting across them to gain the middle of the ice. It's how he works
past what appears to be an average-at-best skating stride and turns a relative weakness into something that’s hardly limiting in the
slightest. You couple that drive for the middle with elite off-puck pace and technical passing skill, and you're looking at a special
player. | would even be so bold as to rate him as a potential top-10 talent at this stage in the proceedings. Should note that Benson
picked up a goal by backhand chopping at a loose puck on a rush play at the net front and drew a penalty by keeping his feet
moving through contact.

Mitchell Brown: August 3rd, 2022 - Canada vs. Sweden - Hlinka Gretzky Cup

Benson scored the 2-0 goal, shovelling a backhander top shelf after picking up a contested pass. He drew a penalty by cutting
inside, his favourite place to operate. He created multiple chances, turning forecheck steals into high-danger looks and manipulating
defender’s sticks to creating passing lanes. His rate of execution stands out on this highly skilled Canadian team, making high-end
plays at high pace and with pressure. When he’s not creating offence, he’s getting open in the slot by pushing off defenders into
space at the right moments and timing his movements from the boards to the middle. All-in-all, Benson looks like a top prospect
for the 2023 NHL Draft — a player bound for massive point totals and a lengthy highlight reel this season.

Mitchell Brown: August 2nd, 2022 - Canada vs. Slovakia - Hlinka Gretzky Cup



=<4 NHL Draft Guide Zach Benson

Benson had the points in this game, but it was a largely inefficient performance from a player who normally drives results with little
waste. He tried no-chance passes without a clear end-goal, forced dekes that suggested a lack of foresight, and missed better
passing options to make more complex plays. His hands and feet fail him in moments, which could be a concern moving forward.
He also shows some excellent refinement, like his late-game crossover rush, followed by a high-wire deke to the inside. I've seen
better from Benson, but this gives me a few other things to watch for in the WHL.

Mitchell Brown: February 18th, 2022 - Winnipeg Ice vs. Calgary Hitmen - WHL

Benson and Milne continue to battle for the best player on Winnipeg, outshining Geekie and Savoie consistently. They did it again
tonight. Benson scored twice: one crafty far-side shot after arriving to the crease at the perfect moment, and one individual effort on
a loose puck before going backhand five-hole. His pace and deceptiveness combine to make him a high-reward, low-risk attacker,
even with stride and strength limitations. A hit on the forecheck followed by a backhand pass into the slot was one of several passes
for scoring chances. Delayed, starting handling to bait the defender to reach, then passed under their stick for a chance before
following up and getting a rebound chance of his own. One pass that wasn’t even close, but this was about as close to a perfect
performance as I've seen. As long as the stride (heel kick, lacks depth) comes along, he should be a top-10 pick. Very Marner-esque.

Mitchell Brown: November 20th, 2021 - Winnipeg Ice vs. Medicine Hat Tigers - WHL

It's crazy that Benson’s a D-1 and | already know that he’s going to make an impact every night. He can play so many different roles.
Forechecker, turning retrievals into scoring chances? Check. Off-puck scoring threat with timed movements into the slot? Check.
Deceptive open-ice playmaker? Yep. Subtly manipulative attacker who pries open passing lane? Sure. He’s a model of consistency,
and like Milne, one of the drivers of this team. Keep this up, and he’'ll be a first-rounder next year. Great player.

Mitchell Brown: October 16th, 2021 - Regina Pats vs. Winnipeg Ice - WHL

Yet again, Benson was Winnipeg’s best forward in this game. The puck follows him because he’s always working to get it back
through pursuit and off-puck movement. Finishes every off-puck route, which directly led to his assist on the night. Executes his
passes at the right time, deceives but not too much, and understands how to prolong or create lanes. Give-and-go game. Scored
by getting open and hesitating on the forehand before roofing the backhand. Didn’t have quite the same inside game in this game
as he did in yesterday’s game. Still, an impressive prospect with top-six upside.

Mitchell Brown: October 15th, 2021 - Winnipeg Ice vs. Regina Pats - WHL

Benson doesn’t play a ton, but consistently makes the most of his minutes. He’s so advanced because of his details -- highly skilled,
but relies on projectable plays. He uses his handling skill as a small-area problem-solving tool over his primary play-creation tool.
There’s very little waste to his game: Attacks the inside, delays for the trailer, deceives. He has a number of ways to connect with
teammates. Strong off-puck instincts, highlighted by movement, timing, and a give-and-go game. Establishing body positioning off-
puck. Some warts of the defensive end, but not for a lack of trying. He’s also quite involved in the forecheck -- it'll come. Stride’s
projectable to average at least, lacking a bit of hip flexion but he wins the odd race for a disadvantage. Definitely a star in the WHL
and looks like a first-rounder.

Mitchell Brown: October 6th, 2021 - Regina Pats vs. Winnipeg Ice - WHL

In a game loaded with prospects, Zach Benson was the best one by a comfortable margin. Sniped a goal off a step-in wrister,
although with a big wind up that probably prevents it from going in at the next level. Consistently found pockets of space, showing
catch-and-release skills. A somewhat individualistic transition player, but drives entries at a decent rate without many inefficiencies.
He'll need to look cross-ice more regularly going forward. Consistently involved in puck pursuit. The most exciting parts were the
playmaking, highlighted by several manipulating sequences with an end-goal. He shifts his weight, pulls the defender over, then
quickly cuts back while buying time for the teammate to drive the inside lane. Fakes shot to draw pressure to himself, showing
the timing and tracing (slip and hook passes, for example) to connect at the perfect time. Can’t believe he’s making these plays a
year out from his draft. Going to be a star.
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is a great facilitator, as well. After making a move, he can find guys in stride in dangerous spots. An above-average skater,
Leonard can employ all of these tools off the rush too, making him even more versatile.”

That point about Leonard’s ability as a facilitator is critical to understanding our enthusiasm for this player, because you can't tell
the story of his draft year without broaching his development in that facet of the game. Better still, how that growth allowed him
to become more potent with his established skills as a finisher.

Where Leonard was once content to play a straight-forward, north-south power forward’s game in his draft-minus-one season
and even the beginning of this one, there was clearly a concerted effort on his part to add a changeup to his rotation rather than
just leaning on his fastball.

By the second half of the season, you could see those changes on a shift-to-shift basis — the addition of a delay and give-and-go
game, using deception to set up passing plays, etc. — elevating his already present passing skill to far more effective ends.

And this didn't come at the expense of his power game. Leonard still had it in him to explode past an opponent in space or
bury the shoulder or carve his way through an opposing defence with a vast array of handling moves en route to the goal like a
power forward straight out of the 80s.

When you take all of this into account, it should be pretty easy to understand our affinity for this player relative to most in the
industry. | mean, what’s not to like about a player who is a skilled dangler, a lethal shooter, and an intelligent, skilled passer who
bullies opponents and shuts things down in the defensive zone? Especially when they just might be able to line up at centre.

Whichever team gets Leonard in this draft is going to be very happy to have him on their side. Lord knows, youd hate the
alternative.
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“Really good all around player, the 200 foot guy, he'll fit well in the NHL. | think he’s a real safe, smart pick for
someone.” - Western Conference scout, May 2023

“Can he play centre? Yeah, for sure he can. Will he play centre? It depends who you want him to play with. | gotta
think that BC is going to want to keep that first line together, so he’s probably going to stick on the wing, unless
they move him to centre and move Cutter Gauthier up with those guys.”

He can play anywhere in the lineup. He’s a top-six guy, but he can play any forward position. He can Kill penalties.
He can play the power play. He’s tenacious. He’s got a little bit of Matthew Tkachuk in his game. And he’s an

impressive kid when you meet him, too. He checks off all of the boxes.” — Western Conference scout, May 2023

“He will be a top-20 pick and top-nine forward in the NHL. A powerful, smooth athlete [and] a strong skater with
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speed and he has 1-on-1 skKills. Heavy shot, and a great release. He's also very physical and hits with impact.” — NHL
scout, April 2023

“'m a power forward who gets the inside, loves to shoot the puck. I'm very physical, too.” — Ryan Leonard, April
2023

“My biggest role model is my brother. He’s been my day one guy that | could talk to at any given moment about
life or hockey or anything. He’s just kind of been there for me my whole life.” — Ryan Leonard, April 2023

“Yeah, that’s who he is. Ryan Leonard doesn’t take days off. | haven't seen it once in two years, so I'm not
expecting to see it anytime soon. That’s who he is. He’s always going, and this is every single game, every single
practice — he’s playing like it’s playoff hockey for him all of the time. He only knows one way. There’s no other
switch. Obviously, another strong game from him and his line. That’s the expectation that we have. That’s the
expectation that they put on themselves. They're creating a lot of offence, but | believe those guys should get a
lot of credit for their play away from the puck, too. They've been really good in this tournament.” — USA U18 head
coach Dan Muse, April 2023

“Their whole team was pretty hard to defend. He’s really skilled. He’s a fast skater. It’s pretty hard to defend him.” —
Jakub Dvorak, April 2023

“He’s just amazing. To talk about him, he’s just an amazing player, great shot. He just makes plays out of nothing.” —
Danny Nelson, April 2023

“Lenny had an opportunity and he capitalized. That's who he is. He’s a big-time player who thrives in big moments.
It could’ve been a number of guys, but it's not shocking that it was him.” — USA U18 head coach Dan Muse, April
2023

“l always take puck battles personally. | want to win all of them.” — Ryan Leonard, November 2022
“'m the type of forward who likes to get to the net. | like to use my lower body and | focused on that in the weight
room. It gives me power and helps me a lot. | feel like some players don’t go to the hard areas enough and | feel

that’s a spot where you can get rewarded the most.” — Ryan Leonard, November 2022

“l think my speed is good. Near the top of the team. I'm not the fastest guy but I'm up there for sure.” — Ryan
Leonard, November 2022

¥ GAME REPORTS

David St-Louis: April 30th, 2023 - USA vs Sweden - ul8s

Although Leonard performed very well, | didn’t like his tournament as much as others as his playmaking game really took the
backseat. We know he can pull off the same plays as his teammates, the deceptive feeds and all that, but he was much more slot
and net focused in the tournament. But in this game, it was perfect. While the rest of the USNTDP team was focused on creating
the same elaborate passing plays, Leonard and Nelson streamlined their attacks and, because of it, managed to make a difference.
Leonard is versatile. That’'s a great quality to have. He won’t get shutdown as much as others. Whatever you need him to do, he
will do. And he’s got that gamer mentality, too.

J.D. Burke: April 29th, 2023 - Slovakia vs. USA - U18s

I'm almost running out of things to say about Leonard at this point. Another really strong performance, particularly as a distributor.
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| don't know that Leonard is the most deceptive playmaker, but his ability to register options, leverage the threat of his shot, and
connect with linemates is at such a high level. He’s particularly potent off the rush, adjusting his speed and changing lanes to set
up each pass, often driving low into the zone, drawing defenders toward him, and sending the puck high into the slot, giving his
teammate the puck with time and space. The power game is ever present, too. Leonard just straight up bullies players out there.
On top of it all, he’s a supremely intelligent defensive player with an unbelievably high motor. He’s right up there with Will Smith
and Oliver Moore for me.

David St-Louis: April 29th, 2023 - USA vs Slovakia - U18s

Leonard has been more of a solo creator at this tournament. He takes advantage of the early drives of his teammates in transition
that push back the defenders to take the puck from the neutral zone to the top of the slot and fire. He may be a little too trigger-
happy, but we know the playmaking skills are there. A few hits from him in this one, too.

David St-Louis: April 27th, 2023 - US vs Czechia - U18s

Leonard’s tools shone in that game. He crushed several opponents, outskated others, drove the net, showed his shot, and even his
manipulation skills. He’s pretty much the full package. Even the hockey sense grade is clearly above-average. He might be smarter
on the ice than Moore, too. Not sure who | would pick between these two. He has those finesse playmaking tricks, too, the fakes
to open passing and shooting lanes, the delays, and the hesitation moves. Just a great, well-rounded player.

J.D. Burke: April 27th, 2023 - Czechia vs. USA - U18s

More great work from Leonard, who probably could’ve left this contest with Best Player of the Game honours, if not for the fact
that he was already named that twice through the round-robin part of the tournament. Leonard’s goal was special. He picked up
the puck in the neutral zone, identified a lone defender in space, and just exploded past him before sneaking the puck five-hole
on the Czech goaltender. Leonard was characteristically physical in this game; he absolutely launched a Czech forward in open ice
at one point. Made several plays as a distributor. | honestly have moments where Leonard is my top forward from the program.
Another really strong game.

J.D. Burke: April 25th, 2023 - USA vs. Switzerland - U18s

Another just absolutely dominant performance from Leonard, who was the best player in this game by a country mile — awarded
accordingly with Best Player of the Game honours, too. Leonard picked up five points in this one, perhaps the most beautiful
secondary assist I've seen this season among them; he collected the puck in the neutral zone, chipped the puck into space with
his backhand, shifted his weight violently to get their first, chained his collection of the puck into a dangle, and then started a
tic-tac-toe passing play that led to a Gabe Perreault goal. Leonard tried a similar play in the first period, and this time, he made it
happen. He also had a deflection goal, a catch-and-release goal, and a one-touch on a puck that bounced loose to him for the tally.
On top of all that, Leonard played the full 200 feet of the ice, tracking well, supporting low in the defensive zone. About as perfect
a game as you can play, though we do have to account for the fact that it was against a weak Swiss team.

J.D. Burke: April 23th, 2023 - USA vs Finland - U18s

Probably one of Leonard’s tamer offensive performances at the tournament, even if he left with a goal and an assist. There were
moments, though. Leonard worked a couple of power forward-type moves to take the puck to the net for a scoring chance. He
was ever-pesky on puck retrievals, too. Sometimes you forget that he’s not even 6-feet-tall with the way that he bullies opponents
off the puck. That said, | thought Leonard faded as the game went on, and | even left with some concern that he might’'ve hurt
something. It just seemed like he was involved in a scrum away from the play on every other shift, and the attrition of that started
to show as we got into the final frame. There were some instances where he was very slow to get up, even looked hurt at points.
Here’s hoping that’s not the case, because he’s been amazing at this tournament.

David St-Louis: April 23th, 2023 - USA vs Finland - U18s

Not as eventful of a game for Ryan Leonard, at least compared to Gabe Perreault and Will Smith, but he’s just as impressive in his
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own ways. He’s really capable of moving opponents off the puck with just one hand. He can dangle through them and anticipate
the plays of his teammates and attack just the right pocket of space at the right time to get the puck. He’s always scanning on
retrievals and always first on pucks. A lot of net-drives in this one, too.

J.D. Burke: April 22nd, 2023 - USA vs. Norway - U18s

I'm not sure I've ever seen a player take something that once registered as a relative weakness and turn it into a strength quite
like Leonard has with his playmaking this season. The passing skKill is off the charts good; at one point, Leonard completed a pass
from the seat of his pants, as he was falling down. It’s the vision and the habits that really stand out though. Leonard is picking up
trailing options, adjusting his routes and his pace to level out and attack with numbers or create passing lanes, working the give-
and-go game. It’s just so damn impressive. Even more so because it hasn't come at the expense of the power game that’s there
as the foundation of his game. Leonard had a power forward drive to the net in this game that just as easily could’ve found the
back of the net. In any other year, this is a top-five draft pick for me.

J.D. Burke: April 20th, 2023 - Latvia vs. USA - U18s

Commanding performance from Leonard, who was probably the best player for either team in Team USA’s 7-1 drubbing of Latvia
— one goal, two assists, three shots, and a whole lot of hits. The one thing | really came to appreciate in this setting was the way
that Leonard opens up space for his linemates. Consistent support, a willingness to drive the inside off the puck, and hard work on
retrievals allow Leonard to increase the quality of each look and ensure that his team retains possession for long stretches of time.
Some interesting flashes of passing skill in this game too, though | would probably characterize this as more of an early-season
Leonard viewing — more hits and shots than dishes.

Mitchell Brown: April 1st, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Chicago Steel - USHL

Leonard was the best player on his line by a huge margin. Not saying much, but there were some exciting moments. He stepped
in, dangled around an opponent with ease, won body positioning on the other side, then launched a screaming shot. He looks like
an NHL shooter already. The release is essentially instantaneous. He has passing skill, too. He tries backhand saucer passes through
layers and looks for teammates on the other side of the defence. He misses opportunities sometimes (he drew all five Chicago
skaters towards him, but then shoot from the outside with a clear pass for a Smith point-blank shot). That should improve. The
physicality, defence, and breakneck pace were visible all game. Honestly, | think there’s a real chance he’s the best prospect from
this group. The puck skills are arguably better than Smith’s, and the ideas are just as impressive, even if they appear less frequently.

Joey Padmanabhan: April 1st, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Chicago Steel - USHL

This was a more difficult showing to assess simply because Leonard didn’t have the puck all that much. He’s still very much a
shoot-first player, but his skills lend themselves to getting into scoring positions. A couple attempts to use his frame to drive the net
and turn the corner that almost worked; he’s a good skater but will need to add explosiveness if he is going to become a burner
at the collegiate and pro levels. Some nifty plays with the puck in sustained o-zone play, one in particular where he pulled the puck
from his hip pocket through his legs in a Kent Johnson-esque fashion to beat two defenders and find a dangerous lane to the net.
Some nice passing sequences on the powerplay where he found the cross-ice seam to Smith or hit Perreault in the bumper spot.
The shooting is still exceptional, Leonard deceives, manipulates, finds his space and gets pucks on net. More than happy to pick
his spot through a screen from 30+ feet out if the opportunity is there. Defensively, was really impressed with Leonard’s game.
Always hard on pucks, used his stick nicely to take away lanes and angle, finished checks consistently and made opponents pay
for holding onto the puck too long.

Mitchell Brown: March 17th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Muskegon Lumberjacks - USHL

nard in a shift: He launched a wrister that knocked the goalie’s stick out of their hands, supported high and spun a puck on net,
drove the net for another chance off the boards, and then sprinted on the backcheck and slammed the puck carrier to the ice. He
drew penalty early in the game after getting the steal, then scored with a two-touch wrister. Built the offence with creative passes
and brought big-time defensive pressure. The skating could be a 6 or higher. Textbook knee bent, powerful, and a clear base for
adding more speed. The only issue was the playmaking. He tries stuff — that’s great. But he stared straight at his eventual target,
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leading to easy interceptions. That will improve. He still looks like a top-10 talent. What a force.

Joey Padmanabhan: March 11th, 2023 - USNTDP vs Madison Capitols - USHL

A great game from Leonard in what was a dominant performance for the NTDP. Generated a ton of scoring chances, both himself
and through playmaking. A nice goal where he drove inside, dropped it to a teammate, and cut to the back door for a tap-in.
Showed some nice shooting deception, faking with his eyes and chest before changing the angle. A sweet assist, too, where he
pulled the puck through his legs and drove the goal line before slipping it to a teammate in the slot. Off-puck play is solid too,
slips into tight, dangerous spaces and manages pucks well when he gets them. I'm not sold on the skating, the stride looks a bit
short and the recovery is a little sloppy, but the hands, shot, and vision are too impressive to ignore. A first-round talent for certain.
Excited to watch more.

Cam Robinson: March 11th, 2023 - USNTDP vs Madison Capitols - USHL

In an absolute route, Leonard only came away with a goal and an assist. But | liked his game. There was power as he worked along
the wall, cutting to the middle, protecting the puck. He made a nice play where he used the power and puck skills to maintain
control on the far board, cut back spin, dish and it led ot a tap in goal for Perreault. He was smart in the defensive end and the
skating was good. He made a slick little play to carry the puck into the zone, fake outside, cut inside, drew coverage and dropped
a sneaky little back slide pass and then drove ot the netfront to direct the shot pass for a goal. Lots to like in his game.

David St-Louis: March 4th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Green Bay Gamblers - USHL

The skill flashes continue to get more and more interesting. Leonard borrowed some of his linemates habits in this one and just
went all on the creative dangle/passing plays. He tried to slide the puck around defenders by going to one-hand and managed to
complete the maneuver with a bit of improvising. It wasn't a good decision, but at this stage, 'm more interesting in knowing his
skill ceiling. He can blend catch into shots really fast. This is good for his NHL projection.

Joey Padmanabhan: March 3rd, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Green Bay Gamblers - USHL

Leonard doesn’t always pop in viewings as often in his linemates but every now and then he shows a display of skill that pulls you
out of your seat. One particularly brilliant sequence on the kill where he beat a defender down the wall and toe dragged around
another to get inside the dots before launching a dangerous wrister on net. Off puck timing was a strength for Leonard in this
game too, distributed the puck laterally then worked hard to get back into the play through soft spaces in the slot. One time in
the third when it finally paid off for him, launching a hard curl and drag to beat the goaltender low blocker. Some good distribution
ability too, a few nice centering passes from the corner and behind the net that almost connected. A bit of snarl to Leonard’s game
too, unafraid to finish his checks and take whatever consequences come after. One of the better players on the ice in this game.

Mitchell Brown: March 3rd, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Green Bay Gamblers - USHL

Leonard doesn’t create at the same volume as Smith, Perreault, or Moore. But his flashes are just as high-end and exciting, if not
more in some cases. Late in this game, he dangled around one opponent, then another, scanned inside the turn, and then fired
a look-off pass across the slot. He has the patterns, the mechanics, and the reads to create like his teammates, but there’s only
so much puck to go around. He was more of a puck-carrier than Smith in this game, but also showed some exciting vision and
passing on breakouts. Understands how to create advantages for his teammates with lateral passing. Doesn’t rush plays forwa
rd. He’s a punishing force out there, too. The development probably won't be unlike Snuggerud; his game should scale up and he
clearly has the high-end puck game. A clear top-10 pick at this stage.

David St-Louis: February 12th, 2023 - Czechia vs US - 4 Nations tournament
The off-puck moving Leonard was back in this game. He overshot a couple of passing lanes, but mostly, he was there for his

teammates, right place and right time. Add those off-puck skills to his ability to instantly dangle and manipulate defenders, and his
speed -- he broke free off a defender and then cut inside another one in this game -- and you get a very interesting NHL package.
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David St-Louis: February 10th, 2023 - USA vs Sweden - 4 Nations Tournament

| didn’t see as much of Leonard in this one, but the flashes were great. | like the way he can pick up pucks and immediately surprise
the opposition with a dangle. He reacts very fast to the opposition and anticipates well away from the puck. He was just as physical
as in other games and got a couple of chances to go one-on-one with the goalie. He made them move to find an opening.

Mitchell Brown: February 2nd, 2023 - Madison Capitols vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Leonard, so impressive. A pair of goals in this game, showcasing his shot. The shot’s all upper body, yet he gets some serious heat
on it. He adapts his release too, pulling the puck slightly inwards around defenders. He always wins body positioning, which gives
him that extra room for the shot. And there’s also the handling. One-handed pass receptions and moves. He uses his full wingspan
to handle the puck, faking down the outside before pulling the puck across his body and onto his backhand to cut to the middle
— with his feet moving. Reads defenders’ feet and immediately reacts, even at high speeds. Underhandles, keeps his feet moving,
and always deceives before making his moves. His coordination, fluidity, and habits surely mean he’ll find space in similar ways in
the NHL. Uses give-and-gos, passes through defenders, and always skates his off-puck routes. And it wouldn’t be a Leonard game
without at least one massive hit. Another excellent performance. He looks more and more like a top-10 pick.

David St-Louis: February 2nd, 2023 - Madison Capitols vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

So Leonard is equally as good as a playmaker as Smith and Perreault. He just needs occasions to show it. With Moore, he can
control the puck more. What’s impressive about him is his ability to locate seams inside and attack through them with his hands
to improve the location of his shot and find better passing opportunities. He’s always in the middle of the ice. When he’s not there,
he drives there. He’s just as good at finding space away from the puck to set up as a shooter. He can protect pucks and crush
opponents on the boards. Not much missing in his game. He has chemistry with everyone. Top-10.

Mitchell Brown: January 21st, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Muskegon Lumberjacks - USHL

Leonard was the best player on the ice in this game, setting up four goals and ripping an pull-in wrister on a 2-on-1 for a goal. The
most exciting part of his game was the handling. He instantly — | mean, instantly — took pucks off the boards at full speed and
attacked the middle. Every first touch was perfect. He charged at defenders, then dropped pucks back. He deked through them. He
attacked wide, then slipped pucks back into the slot. He overwhelmed opponents on the backcheck and forecheck with pressure,
stick placement, and strength. He set up a goal by faking the shot, then passing at the perfect moment — a play that shows there’s
a lot of more playmaking than I've seen early in the season. Being a bit more consistent with his passing and playing off the threat
of the pass more will boost his upside. The skating’s powerful and explosive, and could be refined into a serious weapon at the
next level with improved posture and edges. He could be the top player from the NTDP this season.

David St-Louis: January 16th, 2023 - White vs Blue - Biosteel top prospects game

Ryan Leonard didn’t stand out as much in this game. He barely got the puck. But it gave us a better look at his off-puck game which
remains a strong point . He moves well in pockets of space, positions well defensively, and almost turned steals into breakaways
and odd-man rushes. It’s not really Leonard’s fault that he fades to the background when the talent rises up around him, but it’s
something we have to account for. 'm not sure he will be a play-driver in the NHL, more of a complementary top-nine force. 'm
betting top-six, but what’s good with him is that he has that B, checking game that he can still fall back on. A high value prospect,
but we have to be careful when evaluating his upside.

J.D. Burke: January 13th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Wisconsin - NCAA

Full disclosure: | love watching this dude play hockey. It's so much fun. | always leave with just a massive block of text in his part
of my notebook. It's equal parts violence, skill, and cunning in every viewing. This one was no different. Leonard was physically
punishing Wisconsin’s defender’s from puck drop to the final horn. It's purposeful, too. He leaves most of these engagements with
possession and attacks the inside with pace — weight shifts, fakes, eye-level deception, sometimes in the same sequence. Showed
some serious skKill corralling a loose puck that seemed out of reach without breaking stride for an attack off the rush. He turned
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the corner on a Wisconsin defender on one play and overpowered the goaltender for an unassisted goal. He’s in the top half of
the first round, for me.

David St-Louis: January 13th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Wisconsin - NCAA

One play described Leonard’s playstyle: He chased after a puck-carrying attacker in his zone, caught up to him, rammed him down
to the ice, took the puck, made a perfect stretch pass up to his teammates, attacked in support, got the puck, dangled around
most of the ice, and shot on net. This guy is an NHLer. Every team must have him really high on their list.

Mitchell Brown: January 12th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Madison Capitols - USHL

Another impressive game from Leonard. The speed at which he’s able to smoothly receive passes, engage physically, and handle
the puck is impressive. Late in this game, he deked around a defender while loading up the drag shot, somehow maintaining the
outside edge of his outside leg in the process. He attacks with crossovers, uses his lower body to win positioning off the rush,
and instantly knows the next play when he runs out of space. He’'s more of a shooter at this stage, but he clearly has playmaking
potential. Drops pucks behind him, deceives, and makes lateral passes in the neutral zone that get his teammates attacking with
speed. And that’s not to mention the physical skills. He runs through opponents to kill entries and he’s always establishing body
positioning with and without the puck. Looked like a potential top-six winger in this game.

David St-Louis: December 3ist, 2022 - North Dakota University vs. USNTDP U18s - NCAA

Leonard just lacks that extra layer of skill to turn into a monster on the ice. He understands the skill game, the complex rush
patterns, and the spacing of the ice, can play away from the puck, link passing plays, use a deceptive posture, and finish passing
plays, but he also brings the sand paper. He’s physical and strong, outmuscling college opponents for pucks. The combination of a
soft touch (that, when it’s a little bit more precise will enable him to create even more), physicality, and passing mentality is a great
package. He’s an easy projection with upside. I'd take him in top-15 and sleep on my two ears.

Mitchell Brown: December 9th, 2022 - Chicago Steel vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Leonard’s a tank. Several times, he powered through checks like it was nothing. He’s deceptive, patient, plays fast, and looks to the
inside. Not every rush will translate, but he shows all the skill to be an effective puck carrier in the NHL. Showed some playmaking
too, only in spurts. He looked for the trailer and moved pucks to teammates in better positions than himself. More of a secondary
player on his line, getting few valuable touches in transition. And he wasn’t great off-puck. He missed opportunities to rush the slot
or get open for his teammates. That will need to improve, or perhaps it was just this game. Looked like the NTDP’s second-best
prospect after in this game.

David St-Louis: December 9th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs Chicago Steel - USHL

Leonard is not as fancy as Moore or Smith but he still brings a lot of skill to the table. He’s adaptable in his passing, capable of
finding the best play, and even of using deception to reach teammates. He’s more of a shooter but he can use the threat of his shot
to open lanes. He’'s aware of the whole ice, uses trailers to open the play, and he also has hard skills, which appear in his constant
drives through the hands of opponents. The combination of hard and soft skills makes him the player of choice for the power play
bumper. He’s probably a first-rounder in this class as the tools also look above-average on average.

Joey Padmanabhan: December 9th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs. Chicago Steel - USHL

A fantastic game from Ryan Leonard who is showing that he should be in the conversation with Moore and Smith. Showed the
same great rush habits, getting off the wall, finding the inside lane, putting himself in a spot to get a high quality shot. Was effective
on the wing as well, consistently making the right play in his own zone to start transition. The craftiness worked out for him in this
game, a few dekes and dangles effectively deceived defenders and created space for him. Showed a hard nose for the net too, got
a goal from battling in front on the PP and banging home a loose puck. Another chance where he nearly scored by driving cross
crease. Unreal shot look-off in overtime with his upper body to set up Oliver Moore for a backdoor opportunity as well.
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Mitchell Brown: November 23rd, 2022 - Youngstown Phantoms vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Leonard has a lot of qualities, many of which revolve around his physical game. He runs into plays at full speed, relishes any
opportunity to make contact, and with the puck, always secures body positioning for making the play. In one rush, he delayed,
beat the first forechecker, won positioning, then dangled around the next one before charging up the ice. Made an intelligent, but
inaccurate pass when managing heavy pressure from a defender. Looks like a projectable shooter, highlighted with a near-textbook
in-stride wrister. Made a ton of really impressive short-to-mid-range passes in transition for Smith and Perreault. He looked like a
legitimate first-round candidate in this game, even if none of his plays led to high-value offence.

Joey Padmanabhan: November 18th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs. Niagara University - NCAA

Leonard is a fun player, even if he is a one-man show a lot of the time. He’s an above average skater and exceptional shooter who
is inside driven off of the rush and uses his teammates as decoys to get himself the highest quality shot he can. This might be a
negative if he wasn’t so damn good at firing the puck. He’s versatile, shooting off both legs, using screens, etc. and is strong enough
to beat goalies from far out. Hands are average to above average, has the occasional careless deke but also had one sequence
where he went inside out on a defender before getting a good short side backhand attempt off. Certainly among the best NTDP
has to offer this year.

David St-Louis: November 12th, 2022 - Sweden vs. USA - Five Nations

Leonard can make passes, but he’s more of a solo driver who loves to go around defenders at full speed with crossovers, cut inside
their hands, drive inside and the net. He prioritizes shooting over passing, which makes him a good complement to Smith in certain
ways. He has playmaking skills -- manipulation abilities and awareness -- however. The skating looks not necessarily high-end but
at least above-average: great form and output.

Cam Robinson: November 4th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs Youngstown Phantoms - USHL

Not a bad outing from Leonard in this one. He’s a shooter and he searches out advantageous opportunities to uncork a shot
whenever possible. In the first frame, while flying down the flank through the neutral zone, he picked up a bad pass that banked
off of the wall, kept it wide with speed and snapped one home. He had a partial break a few minutes later that was snatched. He
didn’'t get another attempt until overtime where he had one nice rush that ended up with an in-tight opportunity. The skating isn’t
bad minus the pronounced heel kick.

David St-Louis: November 4th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs Youngstown Phantoms - USHL

Leonard shoots and crushes opponents. It's a fun combination. He actively looks to be physical, waiting out opponents, letting them
close on him as he retrieves pucks to then reverse hit them. I've rarely seen that. He scored with a shot from the faceoff circle in
this game, but had other opportunities. The release is quick - very quick. No pronounced weight shift or loading time, just a quick
lean and spring. He has the skill to complement the plays of Smith, too. He’s mostly the finisher on the line from what | can see.

J.D. Burke: October 21st, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs. RPI - NCAA

Not a particularly strong performance from Leonard. Actually left this viewing a bit concerned about his feel for the game. Many
of Leonard’s puck touches were defined by tunnel vision, an ability to problem solve against numbers, and poor play selection. He
was skilled and physical as ever. Leonard had one play in the first period where he corralled a difficult, hard pass in his feet without
losing much speed, led a 2-on-1, toe-dragged around a sprawled out defenceman and got a shot off. He looked a lot more like a
mid-first than someone in the top-10.

Mitchell Brown: September 25th, 2022 - Waterloo Black Hawks vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Leonard missed opportunities to use space. He cut inside, but then fired immediately instead of walking in. He took low-percentage
shots. He dropped pucks back to teammates that weren’t there. But he was a consistent physical presence. He slammed players
into the boards and won the positioning battle. One exciting sequence: he built speed with crossovers, faked the outside drive, cut
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inside, and got a chance off a give-and-go. Potential looked high, perhaps the best on this squad, but this was a mediocre game.
Mitchell Brown: October 29th, 2021 - Chicago Steel vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Of the many big names among the NTDP forwards in this game, it was 16-year-old Ryan Leonard who demonstrated the most NHL
skill. He read pressure, cut off their hands, and immediately passed to teammates in the slot. Deception on the set-ups combined
with immediate play recognition made every single of his passes connect. Turned retrievals directly into offence, and he had a solid
backchecking sequence to grab the steal, too. In stride wrister off the rush for a scoring chance. Only nine minutes and it’s still
early in his NTDP career, but he looked great. Excited to see more.
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¥ SCOUTING REPORT

Will Smith is one of the first round’s foremost wildcards. Someone Will Smith

with the potential to wholly and drastically alter the complexion of F | USNTDP U18s | USHL | 2023 Eligible

the top-five, if not the top-three of this year’s draft. Games Trackad: 13 | Minutes Tracked: 171.6
Overall Offence Transiticn Defence

For some teams, there isn't a Big Four at the top of this year’s draft FR—
— it's a Big Five, and Smith is comfortably in there. For others, it’s still : o\
a Big Four, but he’s a part of it. Then some teams hold him in similar —
esteem as we do. His draft range, it's a land of contrasts. EDAera *G/60

It's not hard to see the appeal with Smith. He's one of the draft’s )
most gifted puckhandlers, a human highlight reel almost every time - ot Pass
he steps onto the ice. His ability to turn the mundane - like a pass
reception on the breakout or a puck retrieval along the wall — into ' '
something special is really something to behold. Francitian 5

He may not be one of the best players in this draft (he’s not far
off), but he’s undoubtedly one of its most entertaining. The way
that Smith blends dangles into passes, chains plays together, and
processes the game at speed — it’s just special. There’s no other way Barcsta
to describe it.

Aside from dazzling, it's also made Smith pretty damn productive. In
fact, the second-most productive player in USNTDP history, his 127
points this season are second only to his wingman Gabe Perreault.

T
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Mostly, these dangles serve Smith’s ends as a playmaker. His instinctual handling skill, with feints and deception aplenty, opens
up ice for himself and his linemates, and he has the touch as a distributor to connect every time. He made life all too easy for his
linemates at times.

You don’t score 50-plus goals without the ability to find twine yourself, though, so don’t discount Smith’s ability to finish the job
himself either. Sure, he can put a goaltender into the spin cycle, but he’s also a capable off-puck scoring threat, probing for
shooting opportunities and timing his arrivals into space perfectly before sending one- and two-touch shots on goal.

Of course, the catch with Smith’s playing style is that he hasn’'t quite learned to appreciate the finer side of discretion. He’'s not
the most efficient player, often playing at the upper limit or beyond his skill level with the puck, often overhandling or trying plays
with little-to-no chance at success.

There’s also an absence of hard skill in Smith’s game. He’s not much of a force on puck retrievals. Not a very hard-nosed player
by any means. He’s skilled, and he plays a skilled game.

Then there’s the defensive zone. There are some in our ranks who rate Smith as a capable, willing contributor in his own end of
the ice, and others who aren’t quite as convinced. It's been a year-long battle among our scouts. If you're looking for a tiebreaker,
though, it's perhaps worth noting that his head coach Dan Muse raves about his 200-foot game. So take that as you will.

You're not drafting Smith to win loose pucks or shut the opposition’s best down, though. If you're drafting Smith — and especially
if you're doing so in the first three or five picks — it's because you believe in his offensive upside and his potential to be a game-
breaking No. 1 centre at the NHL level. He has the talent, and with a little bit more maturity to his game and some added pop as
a skater, it's well within his means to get there.

¥ LINKS & MEDIA

Who helped or hurt their stock Breaking down top prospect USHL Stock Watch: Will Smith
at the 2023 U18 World Hockey performances at men’s 2023 U18 emerging as the USNTDP’s best in
Championships? World Hockey Championship this year’s draft

¥ INDUSTRY CHATTER

“You watched him a lot | know, | think we all saw at U18s how good he is, how he’s that next guy, the one who
when actually against his peers, will be a superstar. It’s kind of not fair to him because the other guys are breaking
the curve for fair expectations.” - Western Conference scout, May 2023

“He had a great Under-18 tournament. He’s a high level offensive player. | mean, him and Gabe Perreault had the
highest-scoring seasons of anyone at that program — that’s against players like Jack Hughes and Auston Matthews
and Jack Eichel. It’s pretty impressive to do that.

“He’s got a high IQ. He's got a great skill set. He's shifty with the puck. He’s got good vision; | think he doesn’t get
enough credit for his playmaking ability. He’s a great scoring threat, for sure.” — Western Conference scout, May

2023

“He has the highest sKill level of the Americans this year. | think you can make an argument that Ryan Leonard


https://eprinkside.com/2023/05/02/who-helped-or-hurt-their-stock-at-the-2023-u18-world-hockey-championships
https://eprinkside.com/2023/05/02/breaking-down-top-prospect-performances-at-mens-2023-u18-world-hockey-championship
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and Oliver Moore are safer picks. Based on pure dynamic, offensive skill. The release. The passes. The creativity.
The kid’s high end. Top line NHL skill level. He’s a little cheaty. | haven't liked his game as much the second half.
The way he’s managed the puck. He needs to mature his game. He would be smart to play two years of college.
Special player. Definitely a top-10 talent. There is a bit of a miss factor there. Not saying he will miss.” — NHL scout,
April 2023

“Elite hockey 1Q. His ability to manoeuvre in traffic, beat defenders 1-on-1, and create offence is at the top of this
draft class. Potential number one centre.” - Western Conference Executive

‘A multi-dimensional offensive threat with high-end handling, shooting and passing. Needs to work on his defensive
game a lot if he wants to be a centre in the NHL but the offensive potential is among the highest in the draft.” -
Eastern Conference Scout

“He is going to make a lot of defensemen look silly - high skill, sense, and speed. Lethal combo. At times he is
guilty of taking some shifts off but at his best, he is a high-octane offensive player.” - Western Conference Scout

“Has almost everything you look for in an elite point producer. The skating isn’t great yet but it keeps improving. If
he was 6-2, hed go second overall. The potential is that big.” - Eastern Conference Scout

“Yeah, he’s outstanding. Outstanding.” — USA U18 head coach Dan Muse, April 2023

“My head is always up. | think my Hockey IQ is my strong suit. | always try to make plays, try to find the open guy.
I'm also a shooter, so | can score, too.” — Will Smith, April 2023

“He’s having a great tournament. He’s had a great year. He’s had a great two years. Will and his linemates with
Gabe and Leonard, and you've always got guys like Oliver Moore that | want to mention and bring into that mix.
These are guys that have had great years on both sides of the puck. I'm proud of those guys and how they’ve
created a ton of offence, but also the way they’re working away from the puck. That’s important for our team.
Then | think you’ve got all four lines where you've seen contributions from every line now. That’s what we want to
have. Smith’s line has been great, they’ve had a great year.” — USA U18 head coach Dan Muse, April 2023

¥ GAME REPORTS

David St-Louis: April 30th, 2023 - USA vs. Sweden - U18s

Smith’s usual creativity didn’t work as much in this game. The defence was tighter on him and there wasn’t as much space

on the ice, but his skKills still shone through in key moments. He passed the puck into spots for teammates, ahead of them, to
allow them to pick up those passes in stride and attack the net. He exploited mistakes and turned steals into direct offence. He
forechecked a bit harder and came back on defence a bit lower. He forfeited some battles but entered others to win back the
puck. He was more patient in his zone (a bit), blocking one key shot. Like usual, he seemed to always know where his line-mates
are on the ice, hitting them with perfect spin and backhand passes. His skating is better than in the early season, especially in
crossovers. Those are fantastic. But he lacks outside edge moves for the most part. He’s not as elusive or as quick as he should
be to play his type of game in the NHL. Skating development would help him. It's an average grade for me at the moment. The
rest of the skill set, especially the handling and manipulation abilities will compensate. I'm convinced that he’s a top-5 or 6 pick
in the draft now.

J.D. Burke: April 29th, 2023 - Slovakia vs. USA - U18s
There’s just no stopping Smith at this tournament. He opened the scoring for the Americans by sprinting past a Slovak defender

who made a bad read at USA blue line, collected the puck in stride, and snapped it home without losing a step. The next goal
was a laser of a wrist shot from the faceoff circle after shaking the Slovak defender with a handling move. Then he completed
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the hat trick with a one-touch finish off the rush. When he wasn’t scoring goals, Smith was flashing a high level of intelligence as
a distributor — look-offs, an advanced delay game, give-and-goes, etc. The handling skill was ever-present. Like | said in my last
report, what can | even add at this point? Smith’s been unbelievable at this tournament, and | suspect the MVP is a lock at this
point.

David St-Louis: April 29th, 2023 - USA vs. Slovakia - U18s

Best game I've watched from Smith this season. This is the player | was looking for and that | thought he could be after my first
couple of viewings in the early season. Manipulation skills -- yes -- but at pace. Smith took advantage of his every opportunity
to dangle and rush past defencemen. He scored on a breakaway and pierced through the defence a couple more times with
his feints. He hit teammates with stretch passes, deceptive ones, and showed perfect off-puck positioning and timing to get

the puck from them. The negatives: low defensive involvement, a lot of offensive cheating, and he shied away from battles. The
positives far outweighed the negatives, however. Smith has a clear understanding of the playmaking and give-and-go game, an
elite one.

J.D. Burke: April 27th, 2023 - Czechia vs. USA - U18s

I'm not sure what | can add at this point in the tournament. Smith was, once again, one of if not the most creative and skilled
players on the ice. One of the things | really appreciate about Smith’s game is the way that he builds plays, almost always with
the inside of the offensive zone as the puck’s final destination. Smith picked up a goal in this game by hopping on a rebound
around the goalmouth. Smart, creative player with boundless handling skKill. | get why some in the industry view him as the fifth-
best player in this class.

J.D. Burke: April 25th, 2023 - USA vs. Switzerland - U18s

This was probably my quietest Smith viewing to date at this tournament. One has to imagine he was in cruise control for most
of this game. The Americans scored 15 seconds in and had the result in the bag by the end of the first period. His goal was a
reminder of just what an intelligent player he is, though. You could see Smith directing traffic as his defenceman went back on
the retrieval, guiding his linemate into space, then sneaking behind him on the rush and using him as a screen after receiving
the drop pass, sending an absolute laser past the Swiss goaltender.

J.D. Burke: April 23th, 2023 - USA vs. Finland - U18s

This is the best that Smith’s ever looked in any of my viewings. Five points. Best Player of the Game honours. It was something
to behold. Smith’s skill level as a handler is just absurd. The goal that he scored was a perfect example of that. Smith had the
puck in the neutral zone, made his approach, regrouped in the face of pressure, found an opening, and then carved his way
through four Finnish skaters en route to the goal of the tournament. That was just one of many highlight-reel calibre dangles. He
was pacey and intelligent as a playmaker. He created shooting opportunities for himself off-puck, including one instance where
he sent a cannon of a one-timer on net for what should’ve been a goal. Smith made strong defensive zone reads and supported
his defencemen well below the hash marks. When people talk about Smith as a top-five talent, this is the stuff they’re talking
about.

David St-Louis: April 23th, 2023 - USA vs. Finland - U18s

One of Will Smith’s best games this season. He was better defensively, better positioned, better in support, and showed a little
bit more effort all around. Many highlight-reel plays, including one where he dangled through the entire team to score. Smart
rush patterns (underlap/overlap) and also some quick passing plays in transition. A bit of everything while still showing high-
end skills. | doubt his skating ever becomes a large problem. It's more of an average projection for me at this stage. I'm still not
seeing any physical play and he’s at quite an advantage in this tournament with the large ice.

J.D. Burke: April 22nd, 2023 - USA vs. Norway - U18s
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A cool five-point game for Smith centring the American first line. 'm not sure how much of a report this game warrants — a stat
line like that against a team like Norway (respect due) tells you pretty much all you need to know. If anything, it might undersell
Smith’s performance. By my count, there were another two Grade-A scoring chances on his part that just as easily could’'ve
found the back of the net. Smith was dangling his way through their defence like they weren’t even there, his usual foundation
of handling skill, fast twitch hands, and creativity on full display nearly every shift. Funny enough, his goal was pretty garden
variety stuff — just a one-touch finish in the slot into a more-or-less open cage.

J.D. Burke: April 20th, 2023 - Latvia vs. USA - U18s

You got to see the best and the worst of Smith in this contest. The skill is undeniable. Smith can dangle his way out of trouble
with relative ease, often finding escape routes that are barely perceptible with the benefit of a bird’s eye view. A dextrous, hip
pocket handler with endless creativity — it’s a lot of fun to watch! Smith’s passing skill was ever present, too. Where he struggled
a bit was with his play selection. Smith had a tendency to stare down his targets in this game, giving defenders the time they
needed to close on plays and eliminate scoring chances before they developed. He shot when he should’ve passed; he passed
when he should’ve shot. Still, he left with two goals; one a deflection on a Ryan Leonard point shot, another a bank shot off of
the back of the Latvian goaltender. It was a good, albeit imperfect performance.

Mitchell Brown: April 1st, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Chicago Steel - USHL

Smith scored the tying goal late, a steal followed by a far side wrister, showing short-side in the set up. He flashed the skill to
knock down a waist-high pass for a shot in the first period. But this was a disappointing game otherwise; a collection of poor
reads and missed opportunities. In transition, he was easily overwhelmed by pressure. One time, he even cutback despite having
an accessible teammate up the middle, got swarmed, and then dumped the puck out to the other team. He cut inside, but
instead of taking the lane to the net he created, he stopped and let backpressure catch him. Didn’'t try anything of note as a
playmaker. Lacked pace. Lacked awareness. Didn’t create space for his teammates. Not a factor off-puck. Didn’t look like a first-
round prospect in this game.

Mitchell Brown: March 18th, 2023 - Muskegon Lumberjacks vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

A different game from Smith. This was more of a shooting game. He stayed behind the defence and grabbed a breakaway goal.
Cleaned up a rebound for his second. Went back against the grain on a one-timer on a 2-on-1. He showed off-puck instincts to
stay open in space. He also threw a massive hit and created offence off the forecheck. There were some bad plays, however. He
gave up on the backcheck a couple of times, fired off blind passes to no one, and didn’t create any lanes. He’s deceptive and
clever if given space; he'll change pace to wait for his teammate to skate the lane and freeze defenders with shot fakes, but he
didn’t create any passing lanes, he prolongs existing ones. Without the ability to create lanes, he will have to find other ways to
create in the NHL. Leaning on the shooting game more is a solid start. He looked more like a mid-six scorer than top-line creator
in this one.

Joey Padmanabhan: March 17th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Muskegon Lumberjacks - USHL

Quite an offensive showing for Smith. Started the game hot by turning the corner on a Muskegon defenseman before earning
himself a dangerous shot in the slot. Another sequence where he danced around his coverage on a 2-on-2 before finding a
seemingly impossible seam to hit his teammate at the backdoor. The stickhandling ability and deception is exceptional. Baits
defenders with pumps, look-offs, and dekes. Was super shot-driven in this game, almost to a fault at times, with a few of his
attempts getting blocked or whiffing. Doesn’t do much with his skating, though it’'s not necessarily a liability. A fun showing for
the consensus top-10.

Mitchell Brown: March 17th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Muskegon Lumberjacks - USHL
On the powerplay, Smith was incredible. He froze opponents with hip pocket deception, which provided the base for shots,

dekes, and passes. He must be a nightmare to defend on the penalty kill as nearly every play that he makes has the exact
same set-up — making it impossible to figure out what’s coming next. At 5-on-5, he wasn't much of a factor until late in the
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game, where he started moving his feet, supporting plays, passing to teammates off the boards. Equally skilled as a passer off
the backhand as forehand. When it wasn't working through most of the game, Smith was making blind passes, not deceiving
defenders before passing, making soft plays on breakouts, and not supporting plays. When it all came together, he looked like a
potential top-six scorer.

Mitchell Brown: March 11th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Madison Capitols - USHL

A fantastic game from Smith, showing a full skill set. He started the game with an in-motion saucer pass cross-ice for a chance.
Grabbed five points in total, some were high-end plays. There was the powerplay assist, where he circled high, deked in, passed
back. How about the fake shot inside a pass reception before passing cross-crease for a tap-in. The change of pace and
deception game is top-end. He angles towards the opponent, pulls the puck as if he’s about to shoot, waits for the opponent

to react, then hits the gas the instant they step forward. He’s especially danger in open ice, where he can cycle between
crossovers and glides, letting pressure catch up, before peeling away and passing. He gets the NTDP moving a full unit in these
rushes. These are top-six centre plays. He also had a solid game defensively. He stepped into opponents and backtracked into
lanes for interceptions. He checks out in moments. Sometimes, he skates without his stick on the ice, not giving his teammates
a passing option, or reaches at opponents and gives up on the play as soon as they (predictably) dust him. Lots of habits to
improve, but this was the dynamic, top prospect I've heard so much about this season. A top-10 game.

Cam Robinson: March 11th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Madison Capitols - USHL

The camera angle was my biggest enemy in this one. It was as terrible as the shellacking that the NTDP put on the Caps. Casual
little five-point night for Smith as they linked up him, Perreault and Leonard and that trio was running all over the place. Smith
was arguably the least obvious of the three despite leading them in points, but his hands and his passing were on display. He
made a really nice look-off slip pass for an Al. Finished with a slot cutting shot. On the first shift of the game, he send a rocket
of a saucer pass across the rink while in-flight. Over a couple of sticks and through the folds right onto the tape. Big league
pass. He also looked a little lazy on the forecheck. A little lazy on the backcheck. But it was a blow out too. Seems like he wants
the puck but he doesn't always want to work to get it.

David St-Louis: March 4th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Green Bay Gamblers - USHL

Smith was fully back to his old habits in this one. Three missed passes for every good one. He just tries everything and doesn’t
really care about the outcome. Low effort defensively. | know this is just the current environment; | shouldn’t weight his decision-
making too much right now, because he has the skill and the sense to figure it out, but it's getting a bit hard to keep him high
when the care level is that low. It’s all-in on the creativity every time, every shift. Is something really creative if it takes so many
attempts to pull off? He will really need to shake a ton of bad habits in his pro transition. | believe he will do it; we’ve seen many
other examples of players like him who went on to have success.

Mitchell Brown: March 3rd, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Green Bay Gamblers - USHL

The best game I've seen from Smith. He created a powerplay goal with a quick hip pocket fake before sliding the puck across
the slot. He cut back and inside pressure, only to escape with a quick pass to the other side. Lots of smart short-to-medium
range passes to beat defenders, complemented by intelligent off-puck movement that ensure he was always an option. Apart
from that one powerplay sequence, he didn’'t really manipulate opponents with his feet and deception. It's more quick hands
across the body to pull defenders in one way before beating them to the passing lane. Still, an encouraging performance. He
even tried defensively, getting a couple of stops at the top of the zone. He looked like a top-15 pick in this game.

David St-Louis: March 3rd, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Green Bay Gamblers - USHL

A better game from Smith. It’s reassuring to see a more efficient performance and a better playmaking one overall from him,
where he shows more translatable patterns. He moved better away from the puck, inside pockets of space, sent the puck
quicker to teammates, seemed to know their positioning at all times, manipulated defenders with his hands and movements to
create space for teammates, and showed an incredible hand-eye coordination. | still have my doubts, but | do respect the skills.
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David St-Louis: February 12th, 2023 - Czechia vs. USA - U18 Four Nations

Will Smith only shoots as a last resort. He scored multiple times in this game, but only after checking that he couldn’t make the
extra pass to a teammate. He’s experimenting, creating, flashed high, high-end playmaking abilities. He puts scoring chances on

teammates sticks by being poised, patient, and manipulating two or three defenders. Against weaker opposition, he’s dominating
most shifts.

David St-Louis: February 10th, 2023 - USA vs. Sweden - U18 Four Nations

It's hard to look past Will Smith’s experimentation on the ice. He is constantly forcing plays. | don’t care too much about
decision-making in a high-end player’s draft year (they all experiment and try creative plays), but Smith just doesn’t really adapt
to the game. He makes his choice of plays based on the situation he is in, independant of how the defence is positioned. | would
still give him an above-average hockey sense grade, but maybe not a high-end one anymore. He has one trick: a deceptive hip
pocket fake, and he uses it extremely well, but his entire game is mostly based around it. That, and his anticipation of the flow
of the play away from the puck. He’s good at giving options to teammates. | still like him quite a lot, but there are many question
marks in his game, more of a boom-or-bust prospect than | first anticipated. If he can’t translate the playmaking and become
that top-line, half-wall quarterback, what is he? At the same time, if he can improve his decisions and reads and hone the
playmaking elements, who could beat him for such a role? No one.

Daniel Gee: February 8th, 2023 - Finland vs. USA - U18 Four Nations

Smith’s off-puck game was elite in this game, but he is probably one of the more frustrating players to watch in this class.
He had over five high-danger chances in this game, flashing a lot of high-end tools, but he’s limited by his sense and decision
making.

He’s so ridiculously proactive off-puck , looking to work give-and-go passes constantly. He gets moving early, giving him a speed
advantage as he takes receptions, and can blend handles in large-ice. A first period separation saw Smith pop a puck 5-hole,
but he was denied. So strong at sneaking behind defenders’ peripherals and causing confusion among opposing defenders’
ranks. In the second he filled an off-puck lane, upped pace to get behind a defender and just tapped the puck wide. A lot of
failed passes -- hooks and slips to targets he should have avoided. A benefit of having practically unlimited touches across a
given game. Huge DZ to OZ wheels using his crossover speed and large-ice handles in the third-- attacked into three defenders,
losing control and knocked off balance.

Smith should have had a couple goals in sustained OZ pressure. At the onset of the game he managed to reject a far board
clear, skated into a pass seam, taking the reception -- all alone, Smith cut across the net but shot it into the goalies glove.

Didn’'t score on a catch-and-release shot shortly after. Abuses eyeline manipulation crosses from the point on the powerplay -- it
stops being deceptive after he does it 4-5 times in a period. Regardless, his downhill attacking into passing east-to-west was
dangerous all night. Smith had a power play sequence in the second period where he one-touched a puck, had a downhill off-
puck shot blocked, and a couple of layered passes into the dotted lines for high-danger chances. He’s straight up overpowering
when he uses delays and has that space with the man-advantage. Does some wild things like extending his arms outward so
that when he executes the pass, it's out of the defender’s clogged lane. In the third he did this, slipped a puck circle-to-circle. So
many one-touch plays. Hit and miss defensively -- had a couple of nice pick-up plays where he found secondary threats but he
provided little disruption. Not his game and he’s attacking so much it’'s not a surprise. Great game but I'm not convinced he is as
projectable as Moore or even Leonard.

J.D. Burke: February 8th, 2023 - Finland vs. USA - U18 Four Nations

Really strong performance from Smith, who deserved a far better fate on the scoresheet than the blanks he left with in the goal
and assist columns. His skating is more above average than high-end, but he plays at such a blistering pace that he appears
much faster out there than he has any business looking. Smith takes the puck in-motion, skates through each pass, and doesn’t
really need to break stride to get his shot off. The development of a crafty give-and-go game serves him well in this regard, too.
Smith generated some really stellar scoring chances in this game, a partial break in the first period and a well-timed approach
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into the slot for a low-high one-touch chance the best among them. | thought he managed space well during sustained offensive
zone sequences, and the way that he leveraged the threat of his shot to create passing opportunities caught my attention on

a few occasions. His play selection worried me a bit in this one at times, but not jarringly so. | don’t necessarily know where to
place him in this range, but Smith looked like he belongs in that 5-10 group.

Mitchell Brown: February 2nd, 2023 - Madison Capitols vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

An impressive game from Smith, the best I've seen since that standout October 27th performance. He connected with two of
the best passes of the game: a backhand pass to the slot when pressured by two defenders and a delay into a perfect through
pass for a high-danger look. His timing and set up on both passes were high-end. He deceived with fakes on pass receptions
and puck positioning (he exposes the puck to bait the poke check), tries to cut inside, and in this game, showed a lot of in-
motion skill. He was deking opponents inside crossovers, feinting with weight shifts, and trying to establish body positioning.
There were some questionable plays, soft passes and plays straight to the other team that suggested a lack of awareness.

He also chose the wrong move/pass on a couple of occasions, failing to read the opponent and passing lane. Still, these are
forgivable when Smith’s showing flashes of top-six playmaking skill. His off-puck offence comes and goes, but it was strong in
this game. Clean up the shot, and he probably becomes a scoring threat at the next level. He looked like a top-10 pick in this
game.

Joey Padmanabhan: February 2nd, 2023 - Madison Capitols vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Smith showed the usual flashes of skill; his handling and vision are undeniable. The execution was lacking in this one, however.
Almost seemed a step behind the play at some points, trying to feed passes through after the window had closed or making a
slick play around the first defender only to try the same move around a second. Benefitted from Perreault’s exceptional passing
ability off-puck, had a few grade-As that he couldn’t finish. 'm not sure at this point what elevates Smith to the next level. It’s
probably not the skating or motor. That’s fine. But are his hands and IQ good enough to make him a top-6 forward at the next
level? I'm honestly not sure yet. More viewings to be had.

David St-Louis: February 2nd, 2023 - Madison Capitols vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

In 2022, | wrote that Smith was the driver on his line and Perreault the connector, complementary scorer. That was wrong. Or
maybe it flipped. Smith is benefiting from Perreault’s play-driving more than the opposite now. Smith, like it has happened to
many other top forwards on the program in previous years, is now overcreative. He misses good scoring occasions because he
tries the more complex, low percentage play. All of his qualities continue to shine: his passing skills, vision, handling, and even his
skating looked better in this one, but the decision-making is a small issue. Hockey sense still ranks above-average because of his
manipulation abilities and off-puck skills. Not sure what to make of him anymore. It’s fine to experiment, but Smith is harder to
project to an NHL role due his lack of diversity. He’s a playmaker and off-puck driver.

Cam Robinson: February 2nd, 2023 - Madison Capitols vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

| love the way Smith was setting up his passes. He was drawing coverage, pulling the puck inside and then sending out crisp
passes through folds. He was blending his quick hands with his vision to create additional space, using the backside of the blade
and hitting streaking mates in open ice. One no-look cross-ice dish on the PP was especially impressive. He missed a couple
other passes too, but we'll take the bad with the good.

The skating was good again, utilizing a cross-over laden approach and accelerating quickly and pushing into free spaces and
hard areas alike. The threat of his shot doesn’t demand much respect which only adds to the impressiveness of his distribution
game.

Daniel Gee: January 27th, 2023 - Bowling Green vs. USNTDP U18s - NCAA

Smith had his moments in this one -- sequences that were special, but he struggled to play efficiently across his shifts. So many
of Smith’s transitional plays are a mix of high-end tool integration and ideas, blended with poor timing, questionable decision-
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making, and troubling execution. On one second period play, Smith saucered a puck across the neutral zone, static -- instantly
the lane clogged. In the first he wheeled around the net, chucked a very soft pass to a teammate leading to an instant turnover
in the defensive zone. He was driven wide in the third on a rush, slipping the check, finding a completely covered teammate

in the slot -- a hope play in it's core. Tries to handle inside on other sequences, hip-pocket protected but just far too much
resistance. Off-puck he drives the middle. In the first he took a slip on a slot drive, but found himself too in-tight and pushed out
to the far corner. Forward stride is an issue -- just no power creation. Crossover speed is his main tool and he did slice through
some neutral zone defenders in this one. He was more successful during sustained offensive zone pressure. On the onset of

the game, Smith shifted to the net front, tipped a puck on net and got a one-timer off the right-hand circle right after. On a
subsequent shift, he showed some anticipation -- caught a pass on the left-hand circle after a pressured retrieval and cut in on
net. Smith managed to feed a pass to the right-hand circle leading to a high-danger shot. Blended his hands with a toe drag on
another play and flexed his four-way mobility to get into an open pass seam. Some pretty weak plays on the boards -- just a
limited physical presence. Smith scored near the end of the third. Got the puck on the left-hand circle, loaded a shot and utilised
a screen. Placement was top glove, he dragged inward, the top of his body almost contorted inward to shoot around a defender
who was effectively screening his goaltender.

No defensive impact -- it's a problem against NCAA competition. He’s a puck watcher leading to reactive movement. Absolutely
lost during multi-variable, longer sustained sequences in his own zone. Laboured backchecking efforts with no secondaries
taken. Had one disrupted release in the third but this was rough. Skilled but | doubt a lot of his habits translate properly. Looked
more like a late round project than a top of the draft prospect.

Mitchell Brown: January 21st, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Muskegon Lumberjacks - USHL

Smith picked up three points in this game but it was far from a dynamic performance. It was good to see a bit more urgency
in his game, he was actually striding toward opponents and applying pressure on the forecheck (it led to one of his assists). He
grabbed a few stops in the defensive zone, eliminating threats and cutting off the top effectively. A couple of smart passes in
transition alongside a failed rush were about it for flashes of upside. He inaccurately threw pucks into the slot, either because of
his poor scanning or poor pass selection. The latters’ been a consistent theme in my viewings. A mechanically sound wrister led
to a goal, but | didn’t see anything that suggested a potential top-six scorer in this game. More of a late-rounder based on this
one.

Joey Padmanabhan: January 21st, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Muskegon Lumberjacks - USHL

About an average Smith viewing. The usual flashes of creativity and playmaking were there, a few nice touch and area feeds
through the neutral one to improve puck position and advance the rush. One rush where he managed to pick up a full head of
steam (he’s not all that slow once he gets going) and slipped the puck through his legs before delaying, unfortunately blew a
tire. A nice assist where he had a pass off pad to a teammate. Worked hard off the puck to become a factor but didn't always
succeed in evading his check. Really great defensive showing, worked hard on the backcheck, found his man quickly, took away
passing lanes and tied up sticks. The stride isn’t very pretty but it’s fine for this level. There’s a nasty bend at his hip and heel
kick that will need to be refined. He’s solid but to me doesn’t have one skill that jumps out at you and says, “this guy is a top
five pick.” More viewings to come.

David St-Louis: January 16th, 2023 - White vs Blue - Biosteel Top Prospects Game

Smith can spend long stretches of game not really moving the needle for his team, but then he gets a breakaway or the puck
inside space and his skills are overwhelming. He can manipulate, dangle around sticks, and has an elite hand-eye coordination.
He scored by one-timing a flying puck to the back of the net. He hit a couple of cross-ice passes through seams and used his
deceptive posture to delay for other lanes to appear. He’s still an incredibly inefficient prospect who constantly tries to force,
especially dangles, that aren’t possible. A constant with him. Not sure it's going to go away as he matures as he always played
like this. 'm more concerned about that side of his game than | was with Logan Cooley who at least had an history of playing a
more translatable NHL game.

J.D. Burke: January 13th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Wisconsin - NCAA
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Some nights, you just don't have it. Smith did a lot of things exceptionally well tonight, but the puck just wasn’t bouncing his
way. There was the one play in the first where he stole the puck from an opposing forward at the offensive blue line and sniped
it off of the post and out. There was another play like it where Smith caught someone off guard on their attempted breakout
and then sent the puck just a little wide. Then he missed a tap-in that Gabriel Perreault beautifully set up by toe-dragging the
defender opposite them on a 2-on-1 into the shadow realm. So, it wasn’t working out for him as a finisher, but he showed some
great stuff creating those opportunities, and he was characteristically sharp as a setup man. A lot of look off feeds through
layers, that sort of thing. He also saved a sure goal with a fierce backcheck to catch an opponent right as they were about

to jump on a loose puck with a yawning cage. That this is what a bad night looks like for Smith just about says it all. He was
excellent, but deeply unlucky.

David St-Louis: January 13th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Wisconsin - NCAA

A pretty good game from Smith overall. A quieter one. The flashes of skill were still there, but he took care of the defensive
end more. He doesn’t really have a lot of defensive skills at the moment, but he was in the right position for the most part
and competing for pucks. He abused the mistakes of the opposition and could have had a few points. Deceptive passes after
deceptives passes -- same as usual. | think he will be a great scorer at the college level if he can just become slightly more
efficient with his touches.

Mitchell Brown: January 12th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Madison Capitols - USHL

Five primary assists for Smith, but there weren’t a ton of great plays in this game. He had his usual USHLers-can’t-defend
breakaways, which led to two of his assists. The first one was a smart play to follow up the puck and throw it back into the
slot. Connected with a quick pass back to a teammate in space instead of forcing a puck into the slot for another assist —
smart play. There wasn’t much deception or manipulation in this game. He had handling moments, but only inside a low-pace
glide. Didn’t establish body positioning either, which allowed opponents to get the break up when reaching back. Stayed behind
defenders a couple of times instead of sprinting to the net, leading to missed opportunities to become a shooting threat. More a
late-first-type performance, even though he was everywhere on the scoresheet.

Cam Robinson: January 12th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Madison Capitols - USHL

Five primary helpers and just five total shot attempts in this one. It really showcased the type of offensive contributor Smith is.
To be honest, not many of his points came of decisively impressive plays. He hit a couple of streaking mates for breaks which
were good. He worked the hands in transition and off of the wall on the man-advatnage. He wasn't blazing in this one, but it was
more of a cruise control outing for many players as the game was a walk off and his minutes were cut to curtail risk of injury. ¢

Joey Padmanabhan: December 31st, 2022 - North Dakota vs. USNTDP U18s - NCAA

This was an interesting performance from Smith. The good was really good but the bad was very bad. It was a tough start to
the game for Smith as he just always seemed to be a step behind the play. On a few occasions he took an extra handle to
make a pass and put it behind his teammates, other times he just flat out missed them. A few careless dangles too that resulted
in play being turned the other way. Then, there were a few glimpses of what Smith can be when he wants to. A great 2-on-1
where he sold shot with his upper body and slid it to Gabe Perreault on the back door. Another similar chance where he and
Perreault exchanged twice before Smith tapped it into the open net. In the following frame, Smith found an open Perreault in the
slot while coming around the net for his second assist of the night. A three point night against North Dakota is hard to be critical
of, but the good plays were sandwiched by so many careless ones. Need to see more consistency from Smith through a full 60.

David St-Louis: December 3i1st, 2022 - North Dakota vs. USNTDP U18s - NCAA

This game did nothing to ease my doubts around Smith’s playstyle. Ranking him high is banking that his world-class projectable
playmaking ability will carry the rest of his game. The skating is a 4.5 and the pace is low. He got surprised by the backcheck
multiple times in this one. He will adapt to college hockey and his stride gives him more speed than Perreault, but he’s pretty
one-dimensional and that’s always scary at the top of the draft, but he’s so good in that dimension that it bleeds out into other
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elements. He passed away a couple of great scoring chances in this one.
Cam Robinson: December 31st, 2022 - North Dakota vs. USNTDP U18s - NCAA

Report No. 3 for this game and I'm going to be a little different from my esteemed colleagues. Yes, we saw the flaws in Smith’s
game in this one. A couple of examples of overhandling. He was pressured by speed and forced to make rushed passes that
missed. He tried a few others that simply were read or blocked. But my goodness, playing as a 17-year-old, slight centre against
a legit D1 club he flashed the high-end skill and plamaking. His first of three points was a slick look-off dish for a primary helper.
He identified the space and altered his speed to maximize it. Received the puck, looked shot all day and once he gets both
defenders to bite and go down for the block, he slips it over for the gimme. He followed that up with a similar play where he
looked shot, got the defenders to bite, slipped it over and then went to the net to receive to return pass and tapped it in. Finally,
in the 3rd, he grabbed a loose puck behind the net, drew coverage and slipped a pass back against the grain and into the slot
for a bangbang goal.

Again, the ultimate power out of his stride is limiting at this point. He needs to be able to handle pressure better. He needs to
readjust in situations more. But the high-end skill is very evident and if we use our imagination on how he’ll develop with more
strength and maturation, then we can easily see a top six forward down the line.

Mitchell Brown: December 9th, 2022 - Chicago Steel vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Not the type of game that inspires much confidence. Smith had a couple of moments, but it was mostly just all weak plays and
missed opportunities. He lacked urgency and awareness with the puck, missing opportunities to skate into opponent’s space to
protect the puck. Didn’t try to fight off sticks, either. A couple of smart off-puck reads showed than he understands how to get
open and become a threat, but the puck rarely came. The skating’s an average projection, at best. Wide and not exactly quick,
but his proactive movement allows him to get the jump on defenders sometimes. Didn’t look like a first-rounder in this game.

David St-Louis: December 9th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs. Chicago Steel - USHL

Too much of a good thing is sometimes a bad thing. Smith is incredibly fun to watch, but when you streamline games, the
multiple turnovers that are part of his experimentation starts to annoy you just a little bit. But then, he pulls off a nice pass
between opponents, a clever one, and you're right back to thinking that he’s one of the very best manipulators in Junior hockey.
His game isn’t all that diverse, however. That’s pretty much what he does. The speed is nothing special and the physical game...
Well, it might be there, but | haven't really seen it. He’s good enough of a playmaker to make a career as a top-six guy, but the
lack of diversity is a bit worrying.

Mitchell Brown: November 23rd, 2022 - Youngstown Phantoms vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Right away, Smith’s skating stands out as a could-be issue. He’s not exactly quick out there. There were moments where
opponents pulled away from him despite his comparatively higher stride frequency. Wide and collapses at the hip. He’s always
moving on his edges, but he lacks the depth to really explode out of his moves. He won't need skating as an advantage to play
his game in the NHL, though. He manipulated opponents, combining look offs, deception puck positioning, and movement (like,
moving away from his eventual target to shift defenders) before passing. Lacks precision and consistency on the next play. Off-
puck movement and awareness looks like a strength, too. He’s clearly the top prospect from the NTDP at this stage, but | don’t
think Moore and Leonard are too far off.

Joey Padmanabhan: November 18th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs. Niagara University - NCAA

Smith has sequences where he’s the most exciting player on the ice and sequences where he’s frustratingly careless with the
puck. His hands are certainly an asset and he’s manipulative with the puck on his stick, but too often he tries to make moves
through players rather than manage and protect the puck, leading to high turnovers and transition the other way. He’s a fine
skater, but not quick or agile enough to create great separation. He shines on the powerplay, where he has time and space to
handle, had a great cross ice assist to Perreault where he sold the shot and slid it for a back door tap in. Nearly had a highlight
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reel goal where he toe dragged around a Niagara defender but missed the shot. Some nice
off-puck timing displayed too.

David St-Louis: November 12th, 2022 - Sweden vs. USA - U18 Five Nations

A great game for Smith. We really saw his manipulation ability. He makes defenders uncomfortable constantly with hesitation
moves and his puck-at-the-hip posture. He anticipates the drive of teammates and plans his offensive sequence, delaying to let
them get in position. He also manipulates through passing like give-and-goes. He scored by catching a pass behind him while
splitting the defenders. He also scored by going one-on-one with a defender and feinting him for a good two seconds until he
got an angle. The playmaking skills are off the charts.

Daniel Gee: November 10th, 2022 - USA vs. Sweden - U18 Five Nations

Smith was insane in this game -- he scored a couple goals and blended a bunch of high-end tools and habits. Smith’s transition
game is all built upon proactive speed. He’s a constant disrupter due to this speed, backing up defenders, messing with their
gaps. Smith uses stop up delays -- one of his first shifts of his game he entered on the near boards, stopped up, cut through a
lateral seam, and made a no-look drop-off pass to a wakside activator -- the peripheral vision and mental mapping was wild. On
his next rush, Smith drive open space through the neutral zone, took pass reception from behind, dragging it forward in motion,
whipping the puck top shelf -- it was such a high-end play that blended all the aforementioned tools and habits. Power move
attempts, fake shots, he was equally deceptive on-puck. Smith had an interesting sequence in the third -- attacking 1-on-1, he
manipulated the defenders triangle, but the puck rolled off his stick. Smith won the race on the retrieval, he cutback to shake
pressure, but he had no support, leading to a TO -- nice adaptation to a bobble. Smith scored another goal -- off a board bank
he again was attacking 1-on-1 -- he stopped up off the left wing, causing the Swede defender to essentially to freeze; Smith
toyed with him, handling to the middle until they couldn’t work laterally, and fired in a weak shot. While Smith was less prevalent
in sustained pressure, he found seams incredibly well. His timing off-puck was impressive. Not sure about his stride at higher
levels -- his recoveries devolve wide. He’s risky, a lot of what he does won’t work at higher levels, but his ability to break down
defenders has to count for something.

Cam Robinson: November 4th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs. Youngstown Phantoms - USHL

A couple of primary transition helpers in this one for Will Smith. The first was off of a bad pass that broke right. The second
showed off his great awareness to drive the middle, sell the shot and slip a pass back to his mate for the open net. But the real
kicker in this one was that Smith had FOUR breakaways - three of which came in the third period alone. He tried a myriad of
methods to score, including a between-the-legs attempt while being hauled down that resulted in a penalty shot. He failed to
score on any of them. That said, he was clearly exploiting the poor coverage and showing off his great speed. The hands and
the vision were there. He can break the puck out, suppose the rush. Drive the middle lane. It was a fun outing.

David St-Louis: November 4th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs. Youngstown Phantoms - USHL

Smith is sometimes overly creative but he’s clearly smart with his positioning and passing. He adapts his speed to create space
for himself, uses teammates instantly for give-and-goes, challenges defenders, manipulates them to open space for teammates...
He abused coverages a lot in this game, creating multiple breakaways. Some of his plays were imprecise and the skating is a bit
worrying, very wide and not a lot of straight-line speed. But the hockey sense makes up for it. He could be the top USHL player
in this draft. The handling and passing are above-average.

David St-Louis: October 28th, 2022 - Youngstown Phantoms vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Smith is adaptable. This is only one game, but the hockey sense grade is probably a 7-8 based on some of the plays he made.
He did force some passes, but overall, he adapted quickly to defensive pressure, found the best play to make, and executed it
quickly -- great NHL qualities. He played defence well (for a USTNDP player), good positioning, and a clean steal, organized the
attack with his movements and passes (give-and-goes), and manipulated defenders. What | liked the most is his anticipation:
he clearly played a lot of sequence one-pass away, moving ahead of his teammate’s plays. He got a breakaway out of one
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sequence because of that anticipation.
Mitchell Brown: October 27th, 2022 - Youngstown Phantoms vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Smith dangles through defenders, brings pucks off the boards, creates speed differentials with cutbacks and acceleration, and
has some adaptable shooting skill. He easily strings together all sorts of different moves, if the feet allow it. Sometimes, they
don’t. He has some physical skills (cut through back pressure) and moves the puck effectively, but he’s mostly an open-ice
creator. The lack of speed will prove costly unless he gets better at playing inside contact. He’s definitely a top prospect for the
draft — few have this combination of awareness, puck skills, and sequencing. But lots of questions still.

David St-Louis: October 27th, 2022 - Youngstown Phantoms vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Smith has the USNTDP style. He tries everything. Hyper-creative and confident, you see him chain dangles, feints, skating moves,
and passes through defensive layers. He’s the motor of his line’s offence. He can manipulate everyone on the ice, slowly or with
pace, depending on the situation. The game is clearly way too easy for him at this stage and the USHL defences too permissive.
The skating is a bit worrying. It's wide and doesn’t deliver much output. He will soon have to make many of his plays in heavy
traffic due to defenders easily catching up to him. I'm not sure how well that will go. He has the sense, the passing and handling
skills to become that top-line NHL forward, but | wish he was a better mover, too.

J.D. Burke: October 21st, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs. RPI - NCAA

Really strong performance from Smith on the program’s top line, chipping in with a pair of goals (one was an empty-netter) and
assists for four points total. The first goal was a wrist shot off of a won faceoff that just squeaked through the RPI goaltender
and across the goal line; the first assist was an uncontested, short range pass to Gabriel Perreault who sniped it top corner, but
the second one was a nice display of skill, with Smith digging the puck out of a crowd, toe-dragging to the inside from the wall,
and then hooking the puck to Perreault again for his second tally of the game. Smith’s handling skill really stood out in this one.
That and his deceptive playmaking — look-off feeds, fakes, etc. Actually just about connected on a WARP pass at one point. 'm
not sure about the motor or the skating but there’s no denying his skill or sense.

Mitchell Brown: September 25th, 2022 - Waterloo Black Hawks vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Smith had a breakaway chance, capitalizing on a loose puck in the defensive zone. He scored with an angle-changing wrister
on the power play, stepping into space before rifling the puck short-side, quickly followed by an assist on the next shift. But this
wasn’t a standout performance skill otherwise. He struggled with retrievals, either forgoing the battle entirely or getting knocked
off balance with his high stance. Blind and inaccurate passes led to turnovers. Didn’t show any manipulation or deception, and
the stride’s weak. He doesn’t engage his hips and drops his check toward the ice. Not much in this game.

Mitchell Brown: December 4th, 2021 - USNTDP U18s vs. Madison Capitols - USHL

Smith didn’t connect on every play, but he showed some of the best ideas in the game. Delaying for options, deceptive set-ups
to prolong lanes, and a slick curl-and-drag wrister. He supports the puck and arrives into space at the right time. There’s a lot
off-puck here when combined with his defensive game. All-in-all, a pretty advanced player at this stage. Excited to watch him
more.
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¥ SCOUTING REPORT

We've never scouted a faster, more agile skater than Oliver Moore in
our time covering the draft in an editorial capacity at Elite Prospects.
Full stop.

The way he outraces opponents to loose pucks, explodes past them
in space, and covers ground on the backcheck — it would strain
credibility to describe it in text. You almost have to see it for yourself
to believe it.

It's an obvious, overwhelming advantage for Moore, paired with an
elite motor and an attention to detail that forces him to leverage it to
positive ends at every corner of the ice.

“The skating’s incredible. The stride’s not perfect, but he integrates
linear crossovers into already explosive skating,” Elite Prospects Dir.
of North American scouting Mitch Brown wrote in a November game
report. “Made up huge deficits of space several times in this game.

He’s always working to win races, be first on loose pucks, and create.

Lots of skating skills: cutbacks, cuts, jabs, heel-to-heel, and more, and
he uses them all at different speeds.”

So, any conversation about Moore has to start with his skating. It's
the defining characteristic of his game. Seems apt. That's not where
the discussion ends, though. Certainly, you wouldn't be reading about
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Moore at this juncture were that his sole dimension as a player.

Because while it's not a universally held position (not even within our ranks), Moore has flashed among the most creative, skilled,
intelligent displays of playmaking of any player outside of the Big Four in this year’s draft.

At his best, Moore’s anticipation allows him to process plays one or two steps ahead of everyone else on the ice. Blended eye-
level deception and feints clear bodies and sticks, opening up passing lanes that other, less inventive players may not be able to
access. His habits as a puck carrier in space — using the dotted line, changing rush patterns, etc. — suggest an ability to leverage
his speed to serve his ends as a rush distributor, too.

Of course, “flashed” is the operative word, as it relates to the Minnesota-commit’s playmaking skill. It's why many in the industry
(some in our ranks among them) view Moore as more of a worker than someone with legitimate top-six upside; the reason you're
likely to hear his name called a fair bit later than where we’ve placed him on our final board.

Perhaps there’s something to it. The thing is, Moore often plays too fast. We may have lamented the lack of support on his flanks
— especially at the U18s — but it’s fair to wonder how much he could’ve gotten out of better, more sophisticated wingmen when
he’s not even giving them a chance to join the play. The occasional bit of tunnel vision, hope passes, and poor play selection
lends credibility to the argument that he doesn’t have the feel for the game necessary to drive offensive results at the next level.

So, banking on Moore as a high-upside play at the draft is a gamble. He's as divisive a player as you're likely to find in this part of
the draft. And we think he’s worth the trouble.

Here’s the thing: Moore is going to play. We know this. The foundation in place with his speed, tenacity, puck skills, and two-way
diligence make him among the safest bets to secure a full-time NHL job in this draft. His tools’ advantage will diminish as he rises
the ranks, but they won't disappear entirely.

Whether Moore’s flashes of high-end playmaking will become a more consistent element of his game will determine who wins
this bet — the true believers or the skeptics. Now begins the fun part — finding out who's right.

¥ LINKS & MEDIA

Breaking down top prospect Oliver Moore is a one-of-a-kind Scout’s Notebook: The top
performances at men’s 2023 U18 prospectin the 2023 NHL Draft prospects from the USNTDP
World Hockey Championship

¥ INDUSTRY CHATTER

“He played below that top line for the NTDP, | like that, | feel like | know more about him. | love the skating.” -
Western Conference scout, May 2023

“He’s this year’s Frank Nazar. You gotta remember, that first line didn’t move, so he’s going to get stuck with that
worker label, but it’s not a bad thing. | don’t think he’s a true finisher. He creates all kinds of chances with his
speed, but | don't think the finishing ability comes naturally to him. Again, he’s a centre, but | think he can play the
wing. Don’t be shocked if Logan Cooley is back at Minnesota and he takes Matthew Knies’ spot on that top line.
He’s got a ton of upside. He might be the fastest player in the draft. You guys do a 1-to-9 scale for skating, and he
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should be a 9-grade.” — Western Conference scout, May 2023

“He’s probably the fastest kid in the draft. He’s explosive. He has elite top speed. Offensively he’s dangerous with
that speed. He'’s creating more now through his playmaking, and he can score too. He’s a player an NHL team
will win with. His effort is outstanding. He hunts pucks. He takes pucks away. He’s excellent defensively using his
speed to back pressure. He can play centre or wing. NHL coaches will find a lot of ways to use him, and with his
character and speed, there’s no miss factor.” — NHL scout, April 2023

“He’s a relentless competitor. You can be fast and create offence off of that. His speed drives his game. He’s a guy
who plays at both ends of the ice. There’s so many different ways with him that he’s able to create momentum
for this team. The speed is definitely a big part of it. He’s got a great stick, a great shot. | think his line has been
generating a lot of chances. Maybe not as many as have gone into the net like a line like Smitty’s, but they’re
generating a lot. With his speed and his overall game and his work ethic and his compete, he’s able to impact and
change the momentum in a lot of ways.” — USA U18 head coach Dan Muse, April 2023

“He’s a leader. There’s a reason he’s wearing a letter. He’s a guy who, whatever we're doing, he’s going to push
everybody. Whether it's in the weight room, in practice — whatever it is. He’s a guy who is an extremely, extremely,
extremely driven hockey player. That’s just who he is as a person. He wants to be great at everything he does. It
doesn’t matter what we're doing — he wants to be great. He’s a guy who is extremely coachable. He’s always trying
to find new ways to get better, which is always a big part of why he’s had the year he’s had and the two years
he’s had. It's also why he’s a guy who's going to have a lot of success in the future.” — USA Ul18 head coach Dan
Muse, April 2023

“Yeah, | definitely credit my skating instructor Katie McDonough, back home. I've been working with her since about
sixth grade, and she’s really developed my stride into what it is now. | definitely credit her a lot.” — Oliver Moore,
April 2023

“l like to model my game after Dylan Larkin. He’s a really good centreman, pushes the pace, uses his speed all over
the ice. | kind of like to model my game after him.” — Oliver Moore, April 2023

“My first three strides are what separates me from other guys. My top speed as well, | can get up there and be
pretty high. I'm still working on controlling that and controlling the speed of my game, but that’s how Id describe
my skating.” — Oliver Moore, April 2023

“'m kind of someone who just likes spending time around the guys. Kind of funny, have a lighter mood. I'm just a
guy who works hard every day.” — Oliver Moore, April 2023

“I've always been a faster player, but I've definitely developed more kind of dominant speed ever since I've gotten
older and stronger in the weight room. It's developed over time. | think [Nathan] MacKinnon is a guy | like to watch
but a comparable could be Dylan Larkin. Just the way he uses his speed. In the neutral zone especially. Off the
rush. | hope | get to that level someday.” — Oliver Moore, February 2023

¥ GAME REPORTS

David St-Louis: April 30th, 2023 - USA vs Sweden - u18s

Oh, Moore. Not sure what to make of him anymore. He’s still my favorite prospect on the team, but he has had real trouble
connecting with teammates at the tournament. We saw him orchestrate great zone exits and link plays through all three
zones. He created through his speed, like usual and also by opening lanes with deception and by attempting give-and-goes.
But he plays so fast that teammates have trouble giving him back the puck and handling his own feeds. Moore’s game will
improve with better teammates for sure, but he also has to learn to diversify his attacks and play more of a chess match than
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checkers, at times. We know he’s capable of much more. The potential is immense. As usual, same defensive engagement,
motor, forechecking, and even physicality on the boards. He does everything but could do everything even better with the right
guidance. Id love to work with a player like that. A great project for a development team. He’s also a safe projection. His motor
and skating and defence make him an automatic NHLer.

J.D. Burke: April 29th, 2023 - Slovakia vs. USA - U18s

My kingdom for an entire game where Moore has high-end linemates, all respect due to Ryan Fine and Carey Terrance. | just
want one of his highly skilled, creative passing plays to result in something. There were plenty of them in this game. Moore’s skKill
as a handler in particular shone bright. Moore also got a few good looks as a finisher, sneaking away from defensive coverage
for shooting opportunities and sending one- and two-touch feeds on goal. He got absolutely robbed on one such occasion. I'm
not sure my projection for Moore has changed much at this tournament.

David St-Louis: April 29th, 2023 - USA vs Slovakia - U18s

Moore continues to have weird decisions, but this was overall a pretty great game from him that reminds you of his potential.
He’s everywhere all at once, in every wall battle, in every rush, and in every net-front scrums. He does too much, but that’s
also a quality. When given powerplay opportunities, the same manipulation skills that make the success of Perreault and Smith
start to resurface. He can hold defenders in place with shot fakes, veil his passing target, and then launch precise passes to
teammates on the wing. A lot of intense backcheck that aborted Slovak attacks, too. Skating is still elite.

Cam Robinson: April 29th, 2023 - USA vs Slovakia - U18s

Best feet in the class. Easily. But in this one it looked like they were the processors instead of his brain. He was frenetic -
backchecking, forechecking, getting to space, carrying across the dotted line. He wanted to create or impact every play on
every shift - which can be great, but it also pulled him out of position and left his mates scratching their head on some plays.
Now, those same mates simply can’t hang with him skill wise or creativity wise. Plays were dying on their sticks when a higher
talent level wouldve facilitated continued possession. Its hard to think that if Moore and Smith switch places, the point totals
would swap as well. | did enjoy how Moore blended his puckhandling with his feet - setting up inside drives with a speed-driven
shake to the outside before bringing it to the inside of his stance and pulling the defender off balance. I'm still unsure of the
brain - he’ll need time in school to allow his processing to catch up with the wheels.

J.D. Burke: April 27th, 2023 - Czechia vs. USA - U18s

Another good game from Moore. You saw a little bit of everything from him in this contest, too. There were flashes of high-

end creativity and vision as a distributor. Some great work defensively, particularly tracking through the neutral zone. | thought
Moore pulled off some really great dangles to gain the inside in the offensive zone, too. 'm not sure if this was his most efficient
performance — the odd hope pass was still there — but he was still a net positive and then some. Moore looks like a top-10
talent.

J.D. Burke: April 25th, 2023 - USA vs. Switzerland - U18s

You got a bit of the good and the bad from Moore in this game. On the one hand, you had some exceptionally intelligent and
creative displays of playmaking made possible by his ability to dart past and shake opponents. On the other, a lot of hope plays,
missed passing opportunities, and generally wonky decision-making. He was still full value in transition and in the defensive zone,
too. Moore also picked up a goal with a wrist shot that squeaked through the goalie late. Just a totally fine performance.

Cam Robinson: April 25th, 2023 - USA vs. Switzerland - U18s
Excellent in transition - getting low to support the wingers, catch the wall to inside pass and get going. He’s so quick and shifty

off of those first three steps that its an absolute headache to try and contain him. But then it got dicey. Throwing pucks into the
middle without a ton of foresight, missing clean looks to work a give and go or simple a give, he fired a couple blind passes up
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the middle that led to instant turnovers with his mates buried low. He also made a couple of high-diffculty, creative plays that

were set up by his hands - one in partciualr stood out as he had the defender bite that he was going wide with speed, curled
back and hit a streaking winger through a little seam for an quick scoring chance. Also came back and thwarted a couple of

chances just by being so damn fast and relentless. A bit of everything from Moore in this one.

J.D. Burke: April 23th, 2023 - USA vs Finland - U18s

There were some really exciting moments from Moore in this game, including one instance where you saw what a difference-
maker his speed can be. Moore caught up with an opponent in the neutral zone, stole possession of the puck, and then
immediately turned play in the opposite direction with a series of dangles before sending a puck to the slot that would’ve been
a tap-in goal with better positioned teammates. Kind of the story of the tournament there. Moore is stringing together what
should be really special passing plays that are just lost on his linemates. Eventually, Moore made something happen for himself,
stealing the puck and then going in alone for the wrist shot goal. The physical skill is something to behold, and | think wed get a
better sense for his abilities as a playmaker with more skilled and intelligent linemates.

David St-Louis: April 23th, 2023 - USA vs Finland - U18s

Oliver Moore continues to lack support. His teammates are rarely good options. He’s the fastest player at this tournament by far,
but as it’s typical for him, his speed can lead him to make mistakes, as he tries to outskate opponents. He created turnovers on
the forecheck, instantly beat two layers of opponents in transition, made cross-ice passing plays, manipulated defenders, drove
the net, spotted the puck to teammates on the cycle..There is just a bit of everything in his game, but the decision-making
holds him back (and also the lack of support on his wing). The sense is more of a 6 grade than a 7 one, however. Above-
average, but not high-end. There is still a ton of opportunities in his game. He’s a development team’s dream.

J.D. Burke: April 22nd, 2023 - USA vs. Norway - U18s

It's really hard to evaluate Moore in this environment. Not because of the competition but because of the lack of support on his
line, all respect to Carey Terrance and Ryan Fine. I'm routinely watching Moore create exceptionally intelligent, creative passing
plays through layers that turn into basically nothing — flubbed one-touch shots, mishandled receptions, plain whiffs. 'm getting
frustrated on Moore’s behalf. All the hallmarks of Moore’s game are there. He’s the clear driver on his line, a force in transition
and a standout defensive player. Moore also scored a one-timer goal in garbage time. Not sure this performance moved the
needle for me.

J.D. Burke: April 20th, 2023 - Latvia vs. USA - U18s

A really strong performance from Moore, who was one of the Americans best forwards, if not their most consistent player

from puck drop to the final horn. He brought it every shift. Moore’s speed is just such a difference maker. It opens up offensive
opportunities that just aren’t there for other players. It's like he’s sending area passes to himself at times, playing the puck into
space behind defenders and exploding past them with weight shifts and explosive cuts. Moore’s showing significant growth as

a playmaker, too. Several layered, deceptive passes in this game, many of which resulted in Grade-A scoring chances. Moore
picked up a goal with an excellent in garbage time, though it has to be said that the goalie was swimming so wildly that he was
practically out of the frame by the time the puck was off his stick. Picked up an assist on a low-high pass from below the goal
line, too. He looks like a no-brainer top-10 pick.

Mitchell Brown: April 1st, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Chicago Steel - USHL

Moore was arguably the NTDP’s best forward in this miserable game, which isn't saying much. He brought patience without
losing the speed. Cut inside, drove wide, delayed for support, and looked to set up his teammates at every chance. In one
sequence, he drew the defender’s pivot before passing through them to the inside for a chance. Made an impressive one-touch
deke through the opponent before cutting back. The defence was the highlight. He overcomes huge deficits of space to steal
pucks and force turnovers. An incredible work rate to alongside a detailed, proactive defensive game. He still looks like a top-10
player in this draft. Top-six upside and the base of tools for more.
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David St-Louis: April 1st, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Chicago Steel - USHL

A great performance from Moore. Much better decision-making in this one. He slowed down to involve teammates in his play,
especially off the rush. Same defensive involvement. Changes of speed to beat defenders and get to more favourable positions.
And he only gets better at dragging defenders down the zone with his speed, and cutting back to hit teammates in the space
he just created. He still gets rid of the puck a little too quickly when pressured sometimes, but his options aren’t always evident.
Skating is still close to elite. It might be elite. Hockey sense is still above-average for me. The handling skills follow the speed.
And he has some instances of physical play. It's more of a weakness at this stage, but he gets in the right protective positions
and he has the balance. 'm confident in his projection.

Mitchell Brown: March 17th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Muskegon Lumberjacks - USHL

The good and bad from Moore. The good is overwhelmingly good — top-line level. He has ridiculous speed. He erases huge
deficits of space to win races. The motor is just as impressive. He never quits on plays, applies non-stop pressure, and defends
like a pro — proactive down low coverage, leans on opponents but keeps his stick on the ice, and closes space on shooters
before they even receive the puck. He’'s a menace out there. The skill stands out, too. He works pucks through opponents, plays
the give-and-game, uses space and deceives opponents before making the next play. He has impressive habits, cutting inside
before cutting back or instantly taking space upon pass receptions, for example. But he’s not always aware of the next layer. He
doesn’'t always make the best play, even if his tools and skills have already created it. But even if he can’t figure that out, he'll
play. He’s just too fast, too intelligent, and too disciplined. A top-nine forward minimum, with top-line upside.

David St-Louis: March 4th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Green Bay Gamblers - USHL

Not a great performance from Moore. He had a few moments, like great shots off passes prepared with deception, and some
creative passing plays, but the inefficiency striked me in this one. Moore can’t really figure out the play all that well when he
runs out of evident options. He usually defaults to dangling or making cycle passes that are not all that well timed or set up. The
hockey sense might be more of a 5.5-6 than a 6.5-7 as | previously thought. | see flashes of high-end thinking, but he lacks the
kind of adaptability that make elite prospects. | still think he’s a clear top-10 talent in this draft. Maybe Ryan Leonard could be
ahead of him.

Mitchell Brown: March 3rd, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Green Bay Gamblers - USHL

Moore’s defence was really impressive. Positioned perfectly, turning on the jets when needed. He supports down low, scans off-
puck, anticipates where the puck’s headed, and provides short-range passing options for his teammates. The way he uses his
speed continues to shine. He doesn’t just cut back. He steps into space and leans on the opponent, then cuts back into space.
He chips pucks into space and challenges opponents to race, which he always wins. First touch is just about always perfect and
he’s always pushing the puck when accelerating (instead of handling it) to further his speed advantage. He plays a give-and-go
style, perhaps almost too much at times. Lots of creative deliveries, stuff like passing behind his back and tricky-to-spot passes
through multiple opponents. He gets ahead of the play at times. But his mechanical advantages and vision suggest a player who
will have an easy path altering and developing his plays. Looks like a clear top-10 talent.

David St-Louis: February 12th, 2023 - Czechia vs US - 4 Nations tournament

This tournament is exposing a few flaws in Moore’s game. Not new ones (playing too fast, fumbling the puck, passing late...), but
slight concerns. He never plays with as much talent as his top-line teammates, but he’s not one to make teammates that much
better either. He’s mostly a solo driver on his line, trying to create every play. He’s not selfish, not at all, but most can’t follow his
hyper-speed. He’s left alone sometimes. Slowing down, involving others at their speed would do a lot of good for him.

David St-Louis: February 10th, 2023 - USA vs Sweden - 4 Nations Tournament

This is one of those games where Oliver Moore played too fast for his own good. He outskated teammates, killed his support,
and made things more difficult for him. He also fumbled the puck trying to execute three plays at the same time. | love the
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energy, the pace, and the intensity, especially away from the puck, but he would gain from slowing down just a bit sometimes
and using his very real manipulation skills to go through team, not unlike Will Smith. Great reception details once again: he plans
them, accelerates on first touch, and manipulates on first touch.

Mitchell Brown: February 2nd, 2023 - Madison Capitols vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Another standout performance from Moore, this one largely on the defensive end. He takes support seriously. Always comes
back deep, while also managing play higher up in the zone effectively. He overwhelms with speed and pressure, but rarely
overextends. When he did chase too much, he managed to get back into the play and steal possession. Times these low-high
engagements — little risk. He had several exciting offensive plays, showing board skills (drawing pressure before cutting back and
attacking the slot), playmaking (instantly making the next pass upon reception, even ones into the slot), and shooting skill (pulling
pucks around sticks, slipping away into space). His transition habits are among the best in the draft: build speed under the puck,
attack the middle, draw pressure, pass through it, relocate for the return feed. A couple of times he missed his passing target
by failing to adapt to his puck positioning to the lane (i.e., not pulling the puck inwards or reaching out before the pass). That’s
fixable for a player with these tools and this much awareness. He looked like a top-10 pick with top-six upside. Skating, handling,
intelligence, change of pace game, vision, and defence.

David St-Louis: February 2nd, 2023 - Madison Capitols vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Moore creates so much on the forecheck. He's always on opponents, never letting them have any space, turning steals into
offence. He plays at hyper-speed and can read the ice at that speed, chaining passes, dangles, cutbacks, and drag-shots,
seemingly being able to contort his body to pull off anything he wants. The hyper-speed does make him miss some plays (he
overskates them), but he’s not one of those speed and only speed players. He uses teammates consistently, knows their position,
and anticipates plays well. Defensive and offensive value, abiltiies to create offence from the boards, strong balance, high-level
hockey sense, and one elite ability in his skating. | think he’s a top-end prospect in this draft.

Daniel Gee: January 27th, 2023 - Bowling Green vs USNTDP U18s - NCAA

Moore is awesome -- one of the better performances by a draft-eligible player on the program in this game. Three-plus high-
danger chances and production -- Moore didn’t look out of place against NCAA competition. Moore will actively up his pace to
better support teammates off puck, driving to the inside of defenders looking to lock him down in dangerous areas. On-puck

he is crafty, understands how to manipulate gaps and create advantages. On one shift hw wheeled out of the defensive zone,
stopped up to create space against some neutral zone aggression and pushed laterally, finding a seam. Moore sprinted up the
ice working a give-and-go that ultimately failed. He absolutely explodes out of pass receptions putting Bowling Green’s defenders
on their heels. He did this in the first, using hip-pocket integration, handling across his body to avoid a check, and pivoting away,
finding a trailer -- the amount of room he created was immense. Space creation was a theme -- in the same period he turned
a defender with his speed, dropped off the puck and cut to the inside, driving both defenders back. Linemate had half the zone
to walk into and pick a spot to score. Some failed crossover laden rushes due to the puck being in front of his body, but he’s so
manipulative that he easily beats defenders on most handle plays. On one second period attempt he used eye-line misdirection
to get a tricky shot off. Pass off pads, net crashes -- his transition game is not only developed but could do damage already in
the professional game.

In sustained pressure he loved to work downhill attacks in this viewing. Integrates pivots and punch turns to escape into open
seams and like in transition, looks to drag defenders deeper. Elusive off his edges he worked a spinorama in the first snapping a
cross crease backdoor -- it just bounced over the tape of the target. Strong pass supporter -- always available in a seam.

Lots of defensive impact in this game as well. Was a main penalty killer and pushed a lot of pressure in transition. Outraced a
Bowling Green defender on the end-boards, stole a puck and jammed the puck on net while trying to waste time. Backpressure
forced a couple flip-ins. Gets under sticks and disrupts. Supports battles below the goalline. Looked more like a top prospect
than Smith.

Mitchell Brown: January 21st, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Muskegon Lumberjacks - USHL
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There was one ridiculous sequence in this game where Moore received a pass while accelerating in crossovers, instantly read
the backchecker’s feet and attacked the middle, then dangled through another defender on his very next touch at full speed.
That play, and many others, suggest that Moore has the draft’s second-best functional pace after Bedard, just unreal stuff. But
this was more of a defensive performance from Moore. He was everywhere on the forecheck, sprinting from one check to the
next. He ripped possession away and immediately pressed the middle three times, once leading to a chance. Offensively, he left
a lot of value on the table. He missed passing options, took low-percentage shots, and blindly threw pucks into space. To be

fair, a lot of these were solid ideas, based on teammates actually being in supporting position. He plays too fast, not letting plays
develop before distributing or attacking. The tools are incredible, but where he ends up on our board will likely be determined by
how much he adds to his game in the second half.

Joey Padmanabhan: January 21st, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Muskegon Lumberjacks - USHL

Watching Moore is such a tough task sometimes. The skill is so impressive and you have to love his work ethic. On the other
hand, the playmaking leaves a bit to be desired, especially in this game. If you were to take a silver lining away from this game,
it's that most of the time Moore had the right idea with his passes. The problem was for someone with his speed, everything
was just a step too late. The extra handle allowed forecheckers to get sticks in lanes sometimes, and on other occasions, Moore
tried to thread the needle through multiple defenders only to get the puck picked off. The speed is obviously next level. In this
game it was almost more of an asset defensively. Moore is so dangerous on the backcheck and forecheck and works to make
himself a factor, often winning foot races and earning possession. Takes great routes and angles, too. Would love for him to use
his speed better offensively, particularly off the puck to get to open ice as a support. A couple extraordinary solo sequences
where he started churning his feet and blew by a D with a slick dangle at top speed. A nice release on the power play for a
goal too. The potential is through the roof and I think that’s the selling point here. He does need some refining with respect to
his 1Q.

David St-Louis: January 16th, 2023 - White vs Blue - Biosteel top prospects game

The best player on the ice. By far. So dynamic, so pacey, all over the ice, all the time, involved in every play, stands out every
shift. Moore overplays sometimes; he’s too fast for his own good, too dynamic, but it's a super translatable style. He has all the
skating techniques, inside and outsides edges, and he anticipates well away from the puck. He fights for the puck on the boards,
wins it, and while he overpassed in situations where he should have shot, when he did use his release, one could see how
effective it could be in the NHL. He scored with a catch-and-release that went post and in and almost put up another goal with
an in-stride shot while attacking the slot.

Cam Robinson: January 13th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Wisconsin - NCAA

This was a highly entertaining outing for Oliver Moore. He uses his speed everywhere. In transition with the puck, in short burst
acceleration to pickpocket an unsuspecting opponent who thinks they’re clear to exit the zone, while chasing down opponents
in the neutral zone while killing a penalty. His wheels are everything. The legs clearly feed the wolf in this instance.

Against Divl competition, Moore was the most dangerous player on the ice. He started things off with a controlled entry, with
speed of course, and sent a little backhandhand to the slot that rattled to a mate. Al. He used the speed in the second period to
go 100 feet, burn the defender and snipe it. Later, he caught an aerial flip, brought it down, and sent Leonard away for a speedy
break. A1 number two. Finally, on the man-advantage, he called for it at the point, walked in, feint, cut outside and ripped it for
the 4 point night.

He was integral on the PP, was Killing penalties effectively and killing time while down two-men, worked the point well on the PP.
Just a really fine outing. Of course, it wasn't all roses. He lost the handle a few times while blazing around. He lost some physical
battles but wasn’'t shy to engage.

| just can’'t get enough of this kid’s ability to move though. It’s clean.

J.D. Burke: January 13th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Wisconsin - NCAA
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You really have to keep your head on a swivel when Moore is on the ice. I'm fairly certain he caught like four unsuspecting
Wisconsin players attempting to break the puck out with a well-timed stick-lift and almost immediately turned each steal into
something offensively. God, he’s so fast. It's unreal. | don't know if I've ever scouted a more natural skater in my time at Elite
Prospects. It’'s not all tools, though. Moore manages space well, scans regularly, plays diligently at both ends of the ice. There’s a
lot to like. He picked up an assist on the first goal of the game with a shot-pass off the goalie’s stick and onto Will Vote’s stick
for the tap-in goal. He scored his own by exploding past a Wisconsin defender and sniping one short side.

David St-Louis: January 13th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Wisconsin - NCAA

Speed, speed, speed, and not great puck management. That was pretty much Moore’s performance. The skating is unreal. He
pressured defenders on breakouts, stole pucks, evaded them with hard cutbacks (even Jack Gorniak, one of the fastest players
in the NCAA). He didn’t really know what to do with the puck after outskating both his team and the opposition. He had no
option, so he was forced to delay and into cycle plays that didn’t really work. Outmuscled on the boards, but constant effort to
win pucks and stay with his check. A pretty good performance overall, but the puck management could have been better.

Mitchell Brown: January 12th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Madison Capitols - USHL

Not a ton of creation from Moore in this game, but it’'s tough to overlook the skill and speed he brings. He’s not just fast, but he
changes pace, cuts back, and prepares of all his 1-on-1s with proper form. Always wins positioning before touching the puck.
Receives, recovers, and handles the puck in his hip pocket, always ready for the next play. He’s always applying pressure on the
forecheck and backcheck. Looked more like a mid-first in this game, but the tools keep him higher. Given his tools and style of
play, adding new skills and reads shouldn’t be too much of a challenge.

Cam Robinson: January 10th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs Michigan State Spartans - Friendly

The wheels; they are so damn good. He was flying against NCAA competition and leaving them standing still. One rush attempt,
he grabbed the puck in flight from the back pass inside his own zone, made a little feint to the inside, blasted outside and beat
the first guy. Enters the zone, hard cut to the middle before slicing back wide on a dime - completely crossing up the defender,
two quick strides and it’s a shot on net. He also buried an unreal wrister from a tight angle on the PP where he found short side
cheese. Elite shot coming in. And it was all because of a speed-driven, shifty entry that he ended up holding onto, cutting across
the top of the zone and shifting the entire scheme. He was a cheat code for entering with possession on the PP throughout,
either darting in and curling back, or darting into the heart of 3 or 4 defenders, patiently holding on and creating cushions for
his mates to slip into and then move it.

Joey Padmanabhan: December 17th, 2022 - Dubuque Fighting Saints vs USNTDP U18s - USHL

A solid showing for Moore, who got better as the game went on. Moore struggled with playmaking early, trying moves and feints
without scanning, forcing passes, and getting funnelled along the wall. The speed is an asset but Moore doesn’t always use it

to his advantage. Rather than changing speeds, attacking different lanes, delaying, etc. Moore is often hellbent on turning the
edge, only to get angled off into the corner. His success later in the game came from diversifying his rush patterns, getting off
the wall, and making early passes and getting in position for returns. He had two nice tucks, one from earning position in front
and getting a tip, the second from firing a well-placed backhand short side on an unsuspecting goalie. Had a beautiful cross ice
assist from the half wall on the power play too. A toolsy player who just needs to use his talents a little smarter.

David St-Louis: December 17th, 2022 - Dubuque Fighting Saints vs USNTDP U18s - USHL

One of the better games I've seen from Moore. He lacks a bit of control right now, but it's normal when you break the sound
barrier as often as he does. He weirdly didn’t pass to a couple of completely open teammates in the slot, but he saw them.

| think he expected them to step forward or something and when they didn’t he froze. But apart from those hiccups, Moore
was the same playmaker. Despite being able to skate around any defender in this league, he’s still using teammates when it’'s
the better play, pushing back defenders and dropping pucks into space or kicking it wide. His off-puck game is also pretty
advanced, smart. He understands when to slow down and which routes to take to get the puck in prime areas. He uses give-
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and-goes. He’s one of the fastest operating forwards in the whole crop, and he’s also capable of deception/manipulation, he
goes to the net, attacks inside..Not much missing. His quickness is amazing, one of the best we've seen in the past few drafts.
He can win any retrievals, even from a disadvantageous position. He makes picks for teammates, he’s adaptable in his choices of
play, and his speed serves his defensive game. He’s the kind of player who could have a spot on a penalty kill and get a lot of
breakaways. The skating is not textbook, but the accelerations are. This is someone who has innate speed. | think he’s a top-

10 guy. Not as refined in every facet as some other players there, but that's both good and bad. Moore could really explode...
figuratively and literally.

J.D. Burke: December 16th, 2023 - USNTDP U18s vs. Cedar Rapids Rough Riders - USHL

Not what youd call the best game for Moore or his line. They were on the ice for three of the Rough Riders six goals and failed
to find the back of the net themselves; Moore just straight up missed his man on a cross-ice feed and watched as he deposited
the puck into a yawning cage for one of those goals against. Moore’s skill and physical ability was still off the charts good in this
one. I'm really not sure that I've ever scouted such an effortless, powerful, and nimble skater as Moore. It's unreal. You couple
that with advanced rush patterns, a give-and-go game, and plus-level skating habits and it’s like everyone else is skating in
quicksand. Moore had a few relatively good looks — a look-off shot through traffic and a one-touch try in the slot stand out —
but mostly struggled to generate much in this game. It happens. I'm still fairly confident in Moore as a top-10 pick in this year’s
draft.

Cam Robinson: December 14th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs Muskegon - USHL

Another eventful game for Oliver Moore. He blends his crossovers so quickly into the full stride that he can cut across zones and
then take off all before defensive structures can adapt. It opens up lanes for him to make a pass, but more importantly shifts
the structure so much that the secondary lanes that are created are often the more dangerous. An example was his first point
of the game where he wheeled across the top of then umbrella with about a dozen crossovers; slid the pass to the goal line
before Vote sent a between the legs dish to Perreault for the tally. Perreault returned the favour later with a nice dish to Moore
on a 2-on-1in the third frame. Moore was able to wait for it, get down, allow the pass to cross his body and finish it.

Moore had numerous chances created off his speed. On one play, he blew through the neutral zone like a rocket, received the
pass off of his inside skate, kicked it up, corralled it and fired it all at top speed. Another, he blended those crossovers on the

downhill, cut around the defender for a grade A chance. Loads to like about his ability to identify space both with and without
the puck. The speed is a serious weapon.

Mitchell Brown: December 9th, 2022 - Chicago Steel vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Moore’s an unbelievable skater. The form isn’t perfect, but he flies regardless. His cutbacks aren’t just textbook, they’re explosive
and he chains different moves immediately afterwards. Few players can flip between their edges like him, let alone at the speed
that he does it. And there’s also way he uses his skating. He prepares the cutback by leaning into the opponent, creating more
space. He wins body positioning before touching the puck. He chips pucks into space and recovers them on the other side.
Every wide lane drive is set up with a fake and weight shift that convinces the defender he’s taking the middle. The playmaking
comes and goes — he usually has projectable ideas but he makes blind passes and assumes a lot. Still, he looked like the best
prospect from the NTDP in this game.

David St-Louis: December 9th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs Chicago Steel - USHL

Moore is very fast. That's established by now. His skating is a bit weird, however. He has atypical, but even more pronounced
USNTDP stride, the hunched over, flailing upper-body posture with shorter strides and a lot of crossovers. He flies with that
posture, but he forfeits balance a bit for it. Otherwise, he’s just as talented of a playmaker as ever. He retains awareness inside
moves, manipulates..We didn’t see those skills as much in this one, but the ideas were there. Defensively, he pressures well,
especially on the forecheck. No one wants to win loose pucks more than him. He’s a top-20 talent in this draft.

Joey Padmanabhan: December 9th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs. Chicago Steel - USHL

I'm starting to worry a little about Moore. He’s clearly gifted, but the playmaking and smarts that really intrigued me early on
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have become few and far between and instead he’s relying too much on dekes and dangles, most of which fail. There’s still
some reason for optimism, he’s smart in his own zone and effective on the backcheck, picking up sticks in transition. He’s most
effective where he uses his eyes and chest to deceive instead of attacking triangles. Had one great look in overtime where he
sold shot and slid it backdoor to Fischer who couldn’t pull the trigger.

Mitchell Brown: November 23rd, 2022 - Youngstown Phantoms vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Moore was the best player in this game. He plays fast, doing everything in motion. He’s always moving — crossovers, backwards
crossovers, backwards skating, cutbacks, jabs, quick stops and accelerations — and not many strides. The hands don't match,
but they keep up enough. At top speeds, he makes quick, short passes and repositions. At slower speeds, he tries to be more of
a creator, manipulating opponents with fake shots and look offs before sliding pucks across. A nasty slip pass in this game. His
off-puck movement’s very impressive, moving into space at the right moments, engaging with defenders before pushing off, and
reloading high in the offensive zone before attacking the slot with speed. He’s like Brindley, but the tools all check out a grade
higher. Exciting prospect.

Joey Padmanabhan: November 23rd, 2022 - Youngstown Phantoms vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Moore was excellent in this game, facilitating a good number of the NTDP’s chances. His speed is his identity, he knows he can
turn the corner on defenders at this level and often does it successfully. That said, | would love to see him develop more of a
delay game, rather than attacking in straight lines once he gets over the offensive blue line, even though he is at this. Showed
nice poise on a 3v1, where he outwaited a sliding defender to create a backdoor tap-in. Showed some nice off-puck habits too.
Got high in the offensive zone when the puck was at the point to create a 3-2 formation, slid behind a winger to get a pass
from the D, and got a quick shot on net. Smart and deceptive on odd-man rushes and was strong in the faceoff circle too.
Picked off a pass to the point to create a 2vO rush on the PK, slid it over for another apple. Fun player to watch.

Joey Padmanabhan: November 18th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs. Niagara University - NCAA

Moore centered NTDP’s second line with Danny Nelson and Austin Burnevik. His skating is obviously his best asset and he uses
it to solve problems through the defensive and neutral zones, employing stops and starts, cutbacks, punches, etc. The speed

is a blessing and a curse, more of the latter in his own end. He’s so quick that while he can anticipate and cut off passes, he
sometimes over commits in his own zone and gets burned. In the offensive zone, | don’t really see much of a delay game from
him. It’'s a lot of trying to turn the corner and making a behind the back or cross ice pass. One nice sequence where he did
delay and used crossovers to move to the weak side through high ice before creating a high danger chance, | wanted to see
more of this, but it is at the very least encouraging.

David St-Louis: November 12th, 2022 - Sweden vs. USA - Five Nations

Moore sometimes looks like a one-trick pony. His speed is everything. It's the base of his game offensively and defensively, but
then he also shows foresight in his passing, good timing to hit teammates when lane opens, and he has uncoverage techniques
to support teammates by giving them passing options. He doesn’t have a Smith in his lane to bounce pucks off, unfortunately.
He creates and defends solo.

David St-Louis: November 4th, 2022 - USNTDP U18s vs Youngstown Phantoms - USHL

What a performance from Moore. His skating continues to be his biggest asset, although it's a different kind of skating that we're
used to. No straight-lines (his forward strides are actually not that efficient), but a lot of outside edge moves, cutbacks, quick
turns, and even a split-stop that I've never really seen before -- all moves that he uses to shake the opposition and find passing
lanes. He’s all about pace and playmaking, but he’s so pacey that this is going to be an advantage that he retains even at higher
levels. He does everything in movement (again, pace): receiving pucks and passing; every move leads into the other, and he
thinks the game at an above-average level, too, showing anticipatory abilities, capacities to play inside a system, and awareness.
| really like his package. He could be a high pick in this draft.
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Mitchell Brown: November 4th, 2022 - Youngstown Phantoms vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

A really impressive performance from Moore. The skating’s incredible. The stride’s not perfect, but he integrates linear crossovers
into already explosive skating. Made up huge deficits of space several times in this game. He’s always working to win races,

be first on loose pucks, and create. Lots of skating skills: cutbacks, cuts, jabs, heel-to-heel, and more, and he uses them all

at different speeds. He plays fast, slow, and constantly switches between. He establishes body positioning before touching

the puck. He scans on every touch. He passes to the trailer, passes ahead, and cuts back and inverts front pressure. Sets up
teammates on the backhand and under pressure. And while he could just burn defenders wide, he’s always taking the middle
when possible. He looked like a potential top-six, if not top-line forward. So much potential. With that skating and functional pace,
he could be a top-five pick.

David St-Louis: October 28th, 2022 - Youngstown Phantoms vs. USNTDP U18s vs - USHL

Moore is more elusive than smart, at least that’s the impression | got from this game, but he does create with his speed and he
spots in the gaps in which to use it. He pushes defenders back and changes fear, fakes them with a shot-posture, manipulates,
and hits teammates with passes. He drags them one way and cuts back the other way...A lot of interesting plays. The skating
looks like an above-average mark.

Mitchell Brown: October 27th, 2022 - Youngstown Phantoms vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Moore was the best player in this game. He’s exciting to watch. He beats defenders not just with speed, but with pace. He
accelerates inside pass receptions and dekes. Fakes out incoming defenders with changes of pace and a well-timed heel-to-heel.
Not every play worked, but his self-passes are generally intelligent players given the positioning of the defender’s feet and his
speed. Plays a give-and-go game, too. Always finishes his off-puck routes. He makes the occasional high-value play, but he’s not
necessarily creating those opportunities though a superior understanding of the game. Instead, he plays the short game. Quick
passes, given-and-gos, short-range plays to get his team moving with speed. Skating will continue to be an advantage in the
NHL with depth, explosiveness, reaction time, and advanced edges. He could be a top-15 prospect in the draft.

David St-Louis: October 27th, 2022 - Youngstown Phantoms vs. USNTDP U18s vs - USHL

Sometimes, 'm afraid that Moore dominates only through speed, but then he pulls off incredible passing sequences, too. He
does spot options and good plays even while trying to outspeed defenders. His outside edge moves have to be some of the
best in the draft. It's striking how Moore can catch a loose puck and spring in a new direction, opposite to the one he just came
with a single, deep cutback. He is a bit over reliant on placing the puck into space and then outracing defenders to it. Again, is
he only a speedster or a skilled overall prospect? Not sure at this stage, but he could be a top-15 prospect if we confirm the
hockey sense.

Joey Padmanabhan: September 25th, 2022 - Omaha Lancers vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

The best forward in this game, Moore’s speed was on display throughout this game. He consistently beat opponents to loose
pucks, demonstrated versatility in his rush patterns, and made himself a factor on the backcheck. There wasn’t much more you
could expect from him on a night where Smith, Leonard, and Perrault were relatively quiet. The skating alone looks to be NHL-
projectible and his other skills were similarly impressive. Looks like he could be a high-end prospect in this draft.

Mitchell Brown: November 28th, 2021 - Chicago Steel vs. USNTDP U18s - USHL

Up with the U18s, Moore was one of the best players on the ice in this game. He consistently put defenders on their heels with
his combination of speed and handling. If they didn’t relent, he tapped the brakes and waited for the trailer. Missed a couple
of these passes, but also connected with several high-difficulty ones for scoring chances. Not sure there was a player more
involved in transition, as he frequently freed up the puck and skated it out of the zone himself before attacking the defence.
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SHADES OF Moritz Seider, Mattias Ekholm

Transition

Player Info Player Grades
D Right 6 | 55| | 55|
Dﬁ?:;ggxgn NeDuetfr:,ngp © Position Shoots Skating Shooting Passing
62" 187 Ibs 6 | | 75|
Transition Offensive . . - -
Defenceman  Defenceman Height Weight Puckhandling Hockey Sense Physical
Team League GP G A P P/GP
Hardest EHC Kloten NL 46 3 19 22 0.48
Hitter Austria U20 “A” WJC-20 5 0 2 0.40
Austria (all) International 5 0 1 1 0.20
¥ SCOUTING REPORT
There wasn't a lot of fanfare for David Reinbacher coming into the David Reinbacher
year, but he’s slowly but surely distinguished himself for many in the D | Austria | WJC | Draft Yaar
industry as the best defenceman in the 2023 NHL Draft. Talk about a Camas Trackads 5. Miritas Trackad: 7a.2
glow up. Overall Offence Transition Defence
You can’t say he didn’t earn it either. A full season spent in one E 89 100 100
of Europe’s most competitive men’s leagues, the Swiss NL. A
top of the lineup role with Austria at the World Juniors and then 0
another impressive albeit short run in his country’s colours at the 2 E
World Championships. There aren't many better indicators of NHL Hamge e
success than experience playing ahead of your age group — better gl ﬂ
still, playing productive hockey ahead of your age group — and O
Reinbacher has it in spades. .
Further scrutiny revealed that he wasn't just surviving those . =
assignments — Reinbacher was a difference-maker at every level. Crosslan , e
He led EHC Kloten's blue line in total minutes at even strength and Entry Pre. O
escaped with a team-leading plus-five goal differential. |:|_
It's easy enough to see how Reinbacher generated those results. ! =
His game rests on a projectable, rock solid defensive foundation. As _
opponents attack through the neutral zone, he gaps up early, builds e
speed going backward to match that of the puck carrier, takes away L 2 3

the middle of the ice with his stick, and closes with force once he’s Zscora
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registered support.

Standing at 6-foot-2 and equipped with a skating stride that’s already a cut-above-average with room to get better — even when
you've got Reinbacher beat in space, you don't really. His defensive range allows him to recover on a moment’s notice should he
commit early with his feet or find himself a step behind the play for any other sort of reason.

During in-zone play, Reinbacher excels in body-on-body scenarios, matching opponents footwork, driving through their hands
or working a strong defensive stick to dispose them of the puck, sealing them off along the boards, and quickly transitioning
from defence to offence. At the net-front, he easily boxes out opponents and wins rebounds and loose pucks with urgency and
physicality.

He isn't quite as sophisticated away from the puck. His understanding of defensive rotations and switches still very much a work
in progress. But these things can come with time and the sort of structure that he’s likely to find himself in at the NHL level.

Reinbacher is already a capable puck-mover, able to explode past forecheckers, make a good first-pass, and even activate into
the rush if the opportunity presents itself. He'll need to become more deceptive on puck retrievals and develop a better feel for
pressure for him to elevate that part of his game for NHL competition.

There were some moments — particularly late in the season and at the World Championships — that convinced us Reinbacher
may have the offensive chops necessary to produce offence at a decent enough clip in the NHL, too. His handling is dicey and
he’s not the most creative player with the puck, but he’s intelligent and has some developed some habits that should allow him
to take advantage of his considerable tools at the next level. Give-and-goes, managing space off-puck, activating from the weak
side, etc.

So you may not be likely to see Reinbacher sit atop the NHL defencemen’s leaderboard in scoring, but there’s a decent chance
that he’ll generate enough offence to hang in a top-four role. Perhaps even on the high-end of that range.

So, when it comes to Reinbacher, you're looking at a contemporary defensive defenceman that can move the puck with the
potential to develop into a secondary scorer from the offensive blue line. That makes him one of the best defencemen in this
draft, and a damn good bet to go a bit earlier than where he’s landed on our final board.

With WJC showing David What we learned at the Central European Stock Watch:
Reinbacher established himself as 2023 World Junior Hockey David Reinbacher surging up NHL
a top defensive prospect Championships Draft rankings

¥ INDUSTRY CHATTER

“Best defender in the draft for me. More stay-at-home type for today’s game. Like he’s offensive, but | struggle to
call him a great puck mover because of the standard we have for that now in the game.” - Western Conference
scout, May 2023

“He’s good. | think he’s one of the three best defencemen in this draft. | think if you're looking for an all-around guy
who can do everything, you're going to go with him.” — Eastern Conference scout, May 2023


https://eprinkside.com/2023/01/05/with-wjc-showing-david-reinbacher-established-himself-as-a-top-defensive-prospect
https://eprinkside.com/2023/01/06/what-we-learned-at-the-2023-world-junior-hockey-championships
https://eprinkside.com/2023/02/06/central-european-stock-watch-david-reinbacher-surging-up-nhl-draft-rankings
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“I think he’s fine in transition. | like his first pass and | think that sometimes he can just carry the puck up the ice
like a natural when there isn't a first pass option. | don’t think he has the ability to trick opponents at the blue line —
look left and go right and vice-versa. | don’t think he has that. But he’s a really good all-around package. | can see
a team taking him and plugging him into their second pair at some point. He’s going to be a cornerstone on your
defence.” — Eastern Conference scout, May 2023

“He is the best defenceman I've seen. | like what | saw. Size, length in skating. Smart player. Not high end in
any one area. There’s legit top-four upside. Moves pucks well. He jumps up ice. He creates odd-man chances
5-on-5. Probably secondary power play In the NHL. Penalty kill as well. Nothing flashy. Probably a valuable NHL
defenseman. He’s done it against men and was good at the World Juniors.” — NHL scout, April 2023

¥ GAME REPORTS

David St-Louis: May 14th, 2023 - Austria vs. Sweden - World Championships

Reinbacher got injured trying to split the defencemen in this one after getting the puck through the neutral-zone. He didn’t
anticipate that he could get taken out with such a violent hit. It's too bad, honestly, because this was turning to be an amazing
performance. Reinbacher was incredibly aggressive in his choices of plays all game. He controlled the flow of the play, looked
for controlled transition passes, and landed many of them (although they could have been just a bit more precise). He made

the right defensive and offensive rotations. He shifted the defensive box with rapid footwork at the point, attacked down for
backdoor plays, and attempted give-and-goes with teammates constantly. His skating looked like a clear above-average mark
and his stickhandling like not a problem at all. A great puck distributor and even some creativity. I'm sold on him as a top-10
pick and maybe even as a number.2 NHL defenceman. Such a safe player with a lot of upside, too. With just slight technical and
processing improvements, he could dominate NHL shifts. Honestly, he might even be a better defence prospect than Nemec and
Jiricek were last year. Not convinced of this, but his skating is much better than Jiricek and he manages the puck better and
he’s just way more aggressive than Nemec. | like him a lot.

David St-Louis: May 13th, 2023 - France vs. Austria - World Championships

Reinbacher is still missing the finer reads and handling skills, but his offensive game kept improving through the season, and
now, against a weaker competition like this, it shows up consistently. He’s running around the zone looking for pass options,
constantly activating up ice, and creating zone exits and entries. Again, the plays aren’t precise, but he’s 18. He has time to
tighten up some of these feeds and the ideas supporting them are great. He’s quite intelligent and he knows what the next play
should be, where and how the puck needs to move -- it’s just putting everything together.

Marek Novotny: April 29th, 2023 - Czechia vs. Austria - Friendly

The Austrian defender played quite well in the friendly against the Czech Republic. He played in the top pair, he was very
confident. | especially like how calm a defender he is, he reacts very quickly to the development of the game and thanks to his
skating he is everywhere on time. He uses his range very well, his pokechecking is quality and physicality is his main strength. At
the same time, he can react well when facing odd-man situations. In this game, for example, he disrupted an almost certain goal
pass in the forechecking area. He was also part of the PK and PP. He controls the blue line and can find the shooting lane. His
stickhandling is a bit of a problem. Top prospect.

Marek Novotny: March 11th, 2023 - EHC Kloten vs. Bern - NL

David Reinbacher is an extremely interesting defenseman that | enjoy watching. He’s a big right-handed defenseman who has
good skating, is a calm yet aggressive player who does big things on the ice. First of all in the defensive zone he looks like he
has all the control whether it's scanning, being able to engage the physicality or getting rid of pressure from opposing players.
The Austrian defenceman reads the game well, he has great strength which he demonstrates by easily outmuscling adult
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opposing players in the Swiss league. He uses his range very well. He consistently uses the pokecheck when facing the rush,
has no problem in battles at the boards, and if he sees he is losing a battle, he becomes more aggressive and can turn things
to his side. In the offensive zone, on the other hand, he controls the blueline well and sends dangerous shooting passes or slap
shots. In the game, he faced a 3-on-1 situation and disrupted the cross-ice flip pass with his composure and range. Opposing
players ultimately didn’t capitalize on the shot. He lacks stickhandling, which is obvious when he was in tough situations and
could have shown some maneuvers.

David St-Louis: March 9th, 2023 - EHC Kloten vs. Bern - NL

Another great defensive performance from Reinbacher. He’s already so strong. He can box opponents much older than him
completely out of the low-slot, pin them to the boards, and swipe the puck away from their sticks. He controls the neutral zone
and is always switching and checking his man in the defensive zone. He could turn into a high-end defensive player in the NHL,
one of those physical and mobile and rangy defencemen who don’t give any space to the opposition. Offensively, his poise is
increasing, but he still lacks that high-end mechanical fluidity that make great powerplay quarterback, although the instances of
fakes before passing and hard shots from the point (he scored on one of them) suggest that he may transform into at least an
average NHL playmaker from the back. A top-end prospect in this draft.

David St-Louis: March 2nd - EHC Kloten vs. Rapperswil - NL

Another awesome performance from Reinbacher with a few more offensive flashes. That’s honestly what I'm looking for the
most. | trust his defence. | trust that he can play 20+ minutes a night in the NHL as a shutdown element, but | want to see skill
from him, more mechanical fluidity, and he’s showing more of it as the season goes on and his confidence rises. He catches
pucks in movement, moves them quickly, attacks for backdoor plays, and even holds on to possession to let plays develop. He
has hints of deception in his game. A great project for a development team, on top of being almost a sure-fire NHLer. Really
feels like a top-10 pick.

Cam Robinson: March 2nd, 2023 - EHC Kloten vs. Rapperswil - NL

Really stout defensive performance from Reinbacher in this one. He mirrors rushing footwork extremely well, positions himself to
force players and keep them to the outside, he can physically move them from the net front, box them out of the slot, he was
switching well with his mate. But that rush defense was really something for a kid in a pro game. He was moving the puck well
and reading opportunities too. He was activating on the weak side and timing his arrival to receive a pass in motion and quickly
decides where to go/move it too. This is the type of performance that scouts are looking for to give the indication that he’ll be
able to blossom into a true two-way defender with the offensive generation side coming along. Maybe I've been too hard on
him. He looked like a top-10 pick in this one.

David St-Louis: February 25th, 2023 - EHC Kloten vs. SCL Tigers - NL

A top-10 performance from Reinbacher. His defensive anticipation is still not a strong point, but he’s a great engager and
he’s getting more and more comfortable handling and breakout the puck even under pressure. He used the net to shake
forecheckers and carry the puck out and passed to a couple of teammates in the middle of the ice. It’s really his physical
skills that stand out the most, however, as he can already outmuscle players much older than him. He wins every retrieval by
establishing body positioning on pucks. His skating looked like at least a 6-grade.

Lassi Alanen: February 24th, 2023 - EHC Kloten vs. Lausanne HC - NL

Reinbacher’s play-killing ability is already really impressive. He’s aware, consistently scanning for his man both in-zone and off
the rush. Occasionally concedes too much space but can recover well due to the skating. One really nice rush breakup where
he was caught in an unfavourable situation, was still able to stop his man with smooth footwork and physicality, then start a
counter-attack with a quick pass. He does get caught by forecheckers occasionally when he’s not careful with back pressure,
same goes for retrievals. I've liked the offensive experimentation with passing. He still shoots a lot from the point, but more and
more has started to use the threat of the shot as an advantage used for cross-ice slap passes. Hard to one-time those pucks
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given they’re often coming in at such a velocity, should probably tone that down a bit.
David St-Louis: February 5th, 2023 - Bern vs. EHC Kloten - NL

Reinbacher still has some technical limitations and his offensive instinct is not up to some of the other top defencemen we have
seen come through the draft in past years. Yet, it's hard not to like him. He’s so aggressive and not just defensively anymore. He
tries plays, jumps in the attack, protects the puck, and skates past opponents. He’s engaged in the play, physical, and wants to
create advantages for his team. There is a lot of potential there if someone can help him refine his handling and skating skKills.

Daniel Gee: January 3ist, 2023 - EHC Ajoie vs EHC Kloten - NL

Reinbacher looked the part of a top-end defensive prospect in this game. His transition game was especially impressive.
Reinacher constantly worked the breakout in-motion snapping hard-tape passes. He resets too much, especially when faced
with pressure, but at least he isn’t jettisoning pucks. He constantly found dangerous pass seams through the neutral zone and
flashed some manipulation habits on his retrievals. Reinbacher also worked a lot of proactive speed off-puck, working in-stride to
push the transitional attack forward. His best sequence was in the second. Reinbacher reached for an opponent cross, bursted
through the puck reception, carried the puck in off the near boards and drove the net, executing a backpass against the grain
to a trailer, all while he cut across drawing attention. A high 1Q play. Has protection habits and can fend off pro’s off his edges
and shielding arm. Reinbacher already pushes a bunch of translatable habits in the offensive zone. He walks off walls and tries
to get to the middle of the ice to better his shots. Not afraid to activate, protecting in his hip pocket while he scans for seams.
Manipulates pressure on the blueline with fake-passes and slap-pass plays. Reinbacher also anticipated the subsequent play
well in this one, dropping down the perimeter to stuff clearing attempts. WIIl pass into space instead of conceding a turnover
and even one-touched a couple of pucks off the line. Shot is hard and Reinbacher constantly is moving to work pucks into his
wheelhouse.

Limited defending in this game. Reinbacher had a few sequences in transition where he was able to push aggression on

some poorly protected pucks. He understands switch offs and where to recover during breakdowns. On one shift he quickly
detached from one threat and took out a secondary shooter with a stick-in-release stop. Flashed the physical side of his game
in sustained pressure. Absolutely sent a man horizontal on an endboard hit. | love his profile, he could play NHL games right now
-- will need to work on small-area game and continue to leverage his manipulation habits to overcome the heightened pressure
at higher levels.

Cam Robinson: January 31st, 2023 - EHC Ajoie vs Kloten - NL

The feet were moving in this one. Offensively, he was jumping into the play regularly and asserting himself as an option. He
was receiving in-flight, making little lateral adjustments as he carried, and attacked inside the dotted line. He even made one
play where he entered with possession, cut across, handled the puck, faked and then went back against the play for a nifty
backhand pass. Really clean stuff. The play smothering was here as well, as he defended the line with an active stick, and
stepped up to completely close the hole on one play and laid an opponent out. He knows how to defend against speed at this
level, and can alter his pace to mirror what’s in front of him so as to not give too wide of a gap. His awareness was on display
as you can see him anticipate where pucks will go at both ends of the rink, and it allows him a jump on things. There’s a lot to
like here.

Lassi Alanen: January 28th, 2023 - EHC Kloten vs. Geneve-Servette HC - NL

Reinbacher’s breakouts have gotten a lot cleaner from the beginning of the season, | think. He’'s more comfortable both as

a carrier and a passer. There were sequences that really highlighted his skating, which looks like a legitimate high-end tool
projection-wise at this point. On some retrievals, he wasn’'t as aggressive as he could’'ve and should’ve been, giving up space for
the opponent to gain body positioning and win the race. Offensively, he’s still very focused at shooting from the point, but does
mostly a good job at getting the puck through the pressure and has a knack for shooting for deflections and rebounds. Still, he
probably should be activating more from the point to maximise his value; his skating should allow him to recover nicely if he’s
caught slightly off position.
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David St-Louis: January 27th, 2023 - EHC Kloten vs. ZSC Lions - NL

Reinbacher is capable of some creative plays. A three-zone bank pass led to a breakaway for one of his teammates and a goal.
He mostly showed his defensive side in this one, sticking to his check with his footwork and boxing out attackers. He’s not yet a
shutdown force (he does let up and give some space to attackers at times) but he’s on his way there. We still have to figure out
the upside.

Lassi Alanen: January 25th, 2023 - EHC Kloten vs. ZSC Lions - NL

This was a rougher game for Reinbacher’s team, and he he got beaten pretty cleanly off the rush to the inside and for a

goal — not something you see every day. Still, a lot of things to like again as well. The skating continues to impress, even if he
overcommitted that one time when defending the rush. The physicality was notable in few occasions, rocking an opponent with
an open-ice hit near the OZ blue line. There was one sequence where Reinbacher from three months ago would’ve for sure
dumped the puck in, but he instead used his skating and reach combo to carry the puck cleanly to the zone, drawing a penalty
in the progress. There’s been clear growth since the World Juniors, probably got a bunch of addition confidence.

Lassi Alanen: January 20th, 2023 - EHC Kloten vs. HC Ambri-Piotta - NL

I'm a believer in Reinbacher, he continues to improve his league play after a very good showing on a bad team in the World
Juniors. Got two primary helpers at evens here, the first after his point shot was deflected and another one after his fake shot
into pass for one-timer got converted from a really small angle. There’s probably quite a bit of inflation on his current point totals
(at least a little bit), but it’s still impressive. It's mostly the defensive game that impresses at this level, as he did mostly really well
against the rush and on retrievals, shoulder-checking both directions and mostly making the right decisions even under pressure.
The puck skills are a bit iffy still, but the skating is a major strength. Once exploded off a DZ faceoff and carried the puck out

in a situation where the vast majority of defenders in this draft couldn’t have. Another time saw him activating off a NZ faceoff,
receiving the puck near the OZ blue line and then slipping a beautiful pass to the middle for a rush chance. He’s a bit unrefined
in many ways, but | see way more upside than | did in my first viewings of the season.

Mitchell Brown: January 2nd, 2023 - Austria vs. Latvia - U20 WJC

Another impressive game from Reinbacher. Burned once early in the game, stepping up and across to make up space (he
should have stopped and built backwards momentum instead of lunging forward). The rest was strong: he takes away the
middle early, comes across quickly but never exposes his heels, and finishes every closeout with force. Always on the hip of

his check, never over-extending off-puck. Physical force. With the puck, he’s a bit awkward because of his rigid top hand, but
he’s comfortable moving the puck across his body and pushing it forward with one hand when possible. Proactive activator.
Compresses the zone, times his pinches well, takes up space off-puck. Stays in deep after activating. Hit a shot-pass for a high-
danger look, showing his vision. On breakouts, he cuts back, passes through pressure, and beats forecheckers into lane. A bit
of deception, too. Lots of cross-lane plays. An advantage creator. He looked like a potential middle-pairing defender in this game
with lots of runway. Could be a top-15 pick.

Mitchell Brown: December 30th, 2022 - Germany vs. Austria - U20 WJC

Probably the game | was most excited to see coming into the tournament, and Reinbacher didn’t disappoint. By the numbers,
this was a massive performance, at the time posting the fourth-best single-game Game Score from a blue-liner in the
tournament. The defensive potential’s high-end. He wanders in the neutral zone, but recovers, times his engagements at the
right moments, and never exposes the space on his heels when defending the rush skating forwards. A consistent angler with
a punishing play-killing style, although he’s prone to mechanical breakdowns. Always follows his check off-puck, disengaging
and re-engaging at the right moments but his athletic posture must improve (spends a lot of times with his legs straight, resting
on his heels). The other standout component is the activation. This isn’t usual stuff. He proactively reads space up the weak
side, launches himself into space, and even goes straight down the middle. Had two chances, first cutting across the front

of a defender off the rush, second by jumping straight down the middle of the offensive zone and fading wide to get open.
Always finishes his routes and even takes opponents’ sticks to create space. This was his best game with the puck in the
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tournament. The hands are a bit clunky (locks his top hand to his side when moving, but tries to put pucks in his hip pocket),
but he generally pushes the puck into (the right) space and keeps his head up. Lots of little passing skills, delaying to pass on a
forechecker’s heels, passing under their sticks, or hooking pucks around them — he tries to create advantages. A little panicky
along the walls, but options are often limited, and the ideas are usually sound under pressure. Maybe not a top-10 pick-type
performance, but he’s right there. Looked like a potential No. 3 with a bit of imagination, maybe even a No. 2 if the puck skills
improve by a grade.

Mitchell Brown: December 27th, 2022 - Austria vs. Czechia - U20 WJC

Blowout game, but Reinbacher had some moments, for sure. Late in the game, he pivoted early, angled, poked the puck away,
dangled through and stepped to the inside on the forecheck in one motion, faked out the incoming forechecker, and started a
3-on-1rush. A couple of slick retrievals, highlighted by a double cut in tight to deceive and escape. The only Austrian defender
to have any moments defending the rush, keeping a wider base, taking the middle away, and closing distance when necessary
(was rarely targeted because of Austria’s NZFC). Pivoted early and matched speed, but never overextended. No needless
exposure. Rare to see a player so refined at defending the rush in so many different ways. Tough to stand out in a game like
this, but he showed NHL skills.

David St-Louis: December 27th, 2022 - Austria vs. Czechia - U20 WJC

| continue to be very impressed with Reinbacher’s performances. Who blocks a point-blank shot when down 8-0? Reinbacher.
He has that kind of defensive grit and consistency of performance. He over engaged sometimes in this game, but for the most
part, he brought a lot of structure to Austria’s team whenever he was on the ice. He should be playing 28 minutes, not 15. The
defensive aspect projection is mostly a lock at this point. We know he’s going to be good defensively. He could become an
elite rush defender, too. But the puck plays are getting better. He manipulates the forecheck with angles (drags them one way,
passes the other way) and skate fakes, doesn’t pull off all of his plays, but the majority yes. He makes quick passing plays,
activates with pace (activations also help his rush defence), and he consistently moves to create lanes, on first touch with
powerful lateral strides. | really like this prospect.

David St-Louis: December 26th, 2022 - Austria vs. Sweden - U20 WJC

WOW. This guy might be a top-10 pick. The tools are massive. Two strides to separate from anyone, puck skills that are NHL-
caliber (and could develop), and a really advanced physical game, timed hits, pins, establishes body position. There is a real
sense of timing and a desire to pressure in his defensive game; he doesn’t overcommit, but when he does commit, he hurts. He
pushes attackers to the outside off the rush, at five-on-five, and on the penalty Kill (playing Austria’s hyper-aggressive formation
well). And there were more flashes of offensive abilities in this one: attracting players before passing, manipulating them (once
or twice), and activating up ice. | was looking for him to show those offensive flashes in the early part of the season. If he keeps
it up at this tournament while maintaining the defensive projectability, watch out. ’'m not sure where his climb will stop on our
board. That’s how unreasonably excited | am about this ridiculous performance in a completely loss game. Never gave up, was
engaged all through it.

Lassi Alanen: December 10th, 2022 - EHC Kloten vs. Geneve-Servette HC - NL

| can respect Reinbacher’s defensive tools from the skating to the reach and defensive work rate and physicality, but his on-
puck play left a lot to be desired. Fumbled pucks along the boards, easy passes hit the forwards’ feet. And many times there
wasn’'t any noticeable pressure applied either. The best sequence saw him activate through the middle, receive the puck on top
of DZ blue line, enter the zone with a slight delay and then hit the trailer with a simple yet the right pass. He could end up being
a very hard player to truly rank. I'd very much like to see him in a different environment.

David St-Louis: December 10th, 2022 - Kloten vs. Geneve-Servette - NL

Reinbacher did not manage the puck well in this one. A lot of fumbled and missed passes, rushed plays, etc... His potential is all
in the tools, the good posture, physicality, and reach. Reinbacher looks like a more imposing defenceman than a 6-foot-O one.
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He has a sort of presence on the ice with his mobility and the potential it gives him to close on threats and box them out. He’s
unafraid to push back against much older opponents. There is some hidden offensive potential; maybe he has a sort of Seider-
like offensive development, because he does try some plays, but the lack of touch and confidence is a bit worrying right now.

Lassi Alanen: November 25th, 2022 - SCL Tigers vs. EHC Kloten - NL

A pretty standard Reinbacher viewing. The defence remains the biggest selling point, both off the rush and against the cycle. He
has the physical tools and the mindset to kill plays along the boards and near the DZ blue line, staying on his man effortlessly
even against strong competition. He could probably already hang in the NHL with his defensive game. The play with the puck
wasn’'t as encouraging; missed targets on pretty simple breakouts. He had a few nice moments where he had the patience to
delay and deceive, waiting out the forecheckers before actually passing in another direction. Not many puck touches in the OZ
in this one. He’s probably going to go pretty high due to his profile, but I'd want to see more consistent play with the puck to
buy into all of the hype.

J.D. Burke: November 19th, 2022 - EHC Biel-Bienne vs. EHC Kloten - NL

Puck touches were few for Reinbacher in this contest (we're talking single digits), but he made most of them count. He turned a
low percentage slap shot into an assist, bouncing the puck off of the goalie’s chest, his linemates shin pad, and into the Biel-
Bienne goal. At one point, Reinbacher fished what would’ve been a sure goal off of his own goal line, too. Mostly, this viewing
highlighted Reinbacher’s strengths as a defender. Nothing too, too high end, but the Austrian defender consistently made calm,
calculated, proactive reads, and then dominated opponents along the boards physically. Reinbacher consistently registered
secondary and tertiary threats, too. The skating looked good as ever. Looked like about a mid-first-round pick, but | need to see
him play with the puck a bit more before | land too decisively.

David St-Louis: November 13th, 2022 - Denmark vs. Austria - Germany Cup

We saw more of Reinbacher’s offensive game in this one. He carried a few pucks, used deception to try and freeze forecheckers
and wait for a play, and seemed to retain an awareness of his option as he moved all over the ice. His skating enables him to
walk the line offensively and improve the location of his shot. There is nothing particularly advanced about his offensive game,
but if he can maintain the same effective plays in the NHL, and become this shutdown force that he has the tools to mould
himself into, the above-average mobility, reach, and physicality, then he will be a top-four defenceman for sure. Reinbacher has
had good and less good performances so far this season. His projection varies from game to game, but if he keeps an upward
curve in his development, he could end up in our top-32 or even higher.

David St-Louis: November 11th, 2022 - Denmark vs Slovakia - Germany Cup

Reinbacher continues to struggle on retrievals. He just doesn’t have the right techniques to shake the forecheck. But he can hold
possession on the walls, get it back, and then escape with a couple of powerful stride to hit a teammate. He anticipates well off
the rush, pinching at the right time, gapping at the right time..The skating is incredibly smooth, a clear above-average grade. It
helps him find passing lanes.

Lassi Alanen: November 4th, 2022 - EHC Kloten vs. HC Lugano - NL

Pretty unimpressive showing from Reinbacher here. One nice sequence where he was partly breaking up a play in the DZ,
carried the puck near the blue line in tight before dishing a breakout pass to the middle. He scanned quite a bit on breakouts
before puck reception, but the passing accuracy/decision-making was lacklustre. Looked timid with the puck at times. Not many
OZ touches. Have to watch more.

Lassi Alanen: October 29th, 2022 - EHC Kloten vs. SC Bern - NL

Reinbacher actually managed to look very good here. The defensive game remains very projectable due to the physical
tools (posture, skating, reach) and his mindset was on point, too, gapping up early in the NZ, creating stops and immediately
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moving the puck up the ice with crafty one-touch passes. Opened the game with a high-danger chance after recognizing an
opportunity to jump the rush via middle and receiving a pass after a cutback after an entry. Also logged a primary assist later
with a smooth cross-ice pass in the OZ. The retrievals were still a bit shaky at times. He was scanning the weak side a lot, then
pivoted the other way and got caught a few times. The puck skills are average at best, maybe slightly below. There’s a clear
path for him to becoming an NHLer and he’s flashed some upside, too. Interesting player to monitor.

David St-Louis: October 29th, 2022 - Bern vs Kloten - NL

Reinbacher is not comfortable making plays with the puck, unless they are laid out for him. The puck skills are decent, but

it’s really just a conservative mentality. He makes rims, chips instead of trying more direct passes on breakouts and regroups,
shoots at the net in the offensive zone (barely moving to create lanes)..His whole game is defending, something he can do well
one-on-one due to his combination of size and skating, but not as whole away from the puck due to lesser awareness and
anticipation. He’s probably a pick, but the upside is bottom-pairing so far.

Lassi Alanen: September 30th, 2022 - EHC Kloten vs. HC Lugano - NL

Reinbacher had a few flashes with the puck on breakouts, drawing in pressure, taking the middle lane and then making an long
outlet pass. Also added a primary assist after one of his shots got deflected mid-air. Other than that, it was not a particularly
encouraging performance. Didn't seem to figure the gap control at any point, sometimes giving too much space and other times
committing too hard, leaving him exposed to feints and dekes. Defence seemed very reactionary. Run out of ideas on multiple
breakouts. Offensive game was heavily focused on point shots.

David St-Louis: August 15th, 2022 - Switzerland U20 vs Austria U20 - World Junior Summer Showcase

Reinbacher seems to me like a potential solid NHL defensive defenceman. There are flashes of more in terms of puck skills
and the mobility to go with it, but the lack of anticipation (he only reacts) makes it hard to envision him taking over games at
the highest level. He could be a player who survives very well in limited minutes, only we see a massive skill and confidence
development out of him, and when he’s playing in the NLA this season, he won't have the environment to experiment.

David St-Louis: February 25th, 2022 - EHC Kloten vs SCL Young Tigers - Austria U20

I'm looking back at those games after watching Reinbacher’s draft-year. He was basically the same player last season in Junior
hockey, but with more offensive flashes. The handling skills were still a problem at the time, the physicality was still impressive
and the mobility, too. He seemed to control the ice a lot better than his teammates. He anticipated the flow of the play well, too,
and connected plays, bringing the puck from the defensive zone to the offensive zone, trying give-and-goes, and even some
deceptive passes.

David St-Louis: January 28th, 2022 - Biel Bienne vs. EHC Kloten - Austria U20

Reinbacher is capable of deceptive plays, but he’s not the most assertive offensive players. Or, maybe his coaching staff prevents
him from attempting more difficult, risky plays. A couple of times, he had a backhand pass option in the middle of the ice on
breakouts and he didn’t take it, afraid of creating a turnover. But he also carried the puck the length of the ice and wrapped it
around the net and picked up a second goal on the powerplay half-wall. He pulled off a cross-ice pass and then got the puck in
return pass. He one-timed it in. | ike what I'm seeing.

David St-Louis: January 15th, 2023 - EHC Kloten vs. Winterthur - SL

A couple of really nice offensive flashes from Reinbacher in this one. He took every puck he got in movement, in lateral slides, to
create some distances from defenders. He beat defenders outright with his skating and handling moves and attacked down to
take on the goalie. He delayed, took the puck back to teammates to avoid forcing it through the opposition, and seemed to keep
up defensively to an extent. He lacks a bit of quickness, but it's normal at 17 years old in a professional league.
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“It's really not a contest. Dimitri Simashev wins,” Elite Prospects lead scout David St-Louis wrote in an article comparing all of the
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top defensive prospects out of Europe’s physical tools. “All of his main abilities, his skating, handling, and physicality project as
high-end in the NHL. And as he’s 6-foot-4. He probably has one of the largest wingspans in the whole draft, too...Strictly in terms
of tools, Simashev is an NHL team’s dream.”

Though we haven't quite seen Simashev leverage these unique physical gifts to productive ends over a sustained sample of play,
it's worth noting that there were signs of a turnaround in the MHL playoffs — points in six of seven contests at one point, aided by
a pair of three-game point streaks.

This wasn't really a flash in the pan either. Simashev’s second half of the season was just plainly more productive, with 11 points
across the final 17 games of his draft year — a 0.75 per-game points rate that would place him comfortably in the top 10 all-time
among first-time draft-eligible defencemen in the MHL.

Becoming more sophisticated and daring with the puck will allow Simashev to make good on his promise at the next level. Little
things like going for the best option rather than the expedient one in transition, activating with more regularity into the rush,
better managing space from the top of the offensive zone. All stuff that’s well within his means.

In the mean time, Simashev’s projection to the NHL is a relatively easy one because of the defensive foundation that’s already in
place. He gaps up early in space and can match opponents speed with relative ease, and his considerable defensive range allows
him to recover if he’s lost a step. He can match opponents footwork with ease in the small-area game, taking away time and
space before closing with force.

So, bear with us. Simashev may not look like the draft’s best defenceman on paper, but you can't judge a book by its cover,
right? With the right development plan, he has the potential to not only be one of the best defencemen in his class, but among
the NHL's best defencemen period.
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“I loved his game on video, but once again the Russian factor here makes it hard for me.” - Western Conference
scout, May 2023

“l don’t know if he’s the best defenceman in this draft, but he’s certainly one of them. You’ve got to love the skating.
He just glides all over the ice. When you see him skate, the first thing | thought was, ‘wow, that’s a player who's going
to handle 30 minutes in the NHL.” | think the sense and sKill look good, maybe not high-end, and with that mobility,
he’s certainly one of the best defencemen.

“He makes pretty good plays with the puck. As for upside, there just aren’t that many high-end defenceman in every
draft. If you look at the NHL, how many true power play defencemen are there? Maybe 10, right? There’s that next
group of defencemen who can play on the power play and they have some deception and they can contribute, and
| can see him becoming that second-unit kind of guy. And if you have many better options than him, you're in pretty
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good shape.” — Eastern Conference executive, May 2023

“Big, can move. Looks like he has some puck play. He’s up ice defending. He looks like Mukhamadullin at his age.” —
NHL scout, April 2023

¥ GAME REPORTS

Lassi Alanen: March 22nd, 2023 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. MHC Spartak Moskva - MHL

Still not that confident with Simashev as a top-10 pick, even if the tools are great. | might be underestimating his hockey sense a
bit, but | still continue to leave these games wanting more from him. Partly, it's an issue with play selection that should improve,
but partly | just don’t see him making high-end plays with the puck all that often. Breakouts are too inconsistent for a player with
his skill set. He actually activated a bit more often than in most of my previous viewings, making a couple of well-intentioned
weak side movements from the point, just couldn’t quite time them right to keep the cross-ice passing lane open. The defensive
projection is still high-end, for sure. But should he be ahead of Reinbacher on our board? I'm starting to think maybe not.

David St-Louis: March 21th, 2023 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. MHK Spartak - MHL

Smooth. That’'s how one could best describe Simashev. He’s so technically proficient and rangy and agile that every play blends
into the next, softly, assuredly. ’'m not going to describe his tools again, but they continue to shine. And | see more flashes of
sense than | did in the first months of the season. He’s aware, knows his options, can turn defence into offence, but he’s not that
creative. He picked up an assist in this one by feeding the puck to But for a breakaway coming off the penalty kill bench.

David St-Louis: March 14th, 2023 - Mikhaylov Academy vs. Loko Yaroslavl - MHL

Guy is a unicorn. Reputedly 6-foot-4, skates like the wind, high-end agility, physical skills, at least average puck handling skills,
and more and more creative ideas. The hockey sense is closer to average than above-average, but he has the right ideas now
at the offensive blue-line. We see more shot fakes into lateral passes, more pucks caught in movement and carried along the
line, harder shots and passes to teammates in the slot. He Kills opposing rushes and can easily engage on opponents on the
boards. He’s not one to read and understand multiple variables plays, but will that really matter? He has sooo many solutions to
plays because the tools are ridiculous and he’s smart enough. His situation might not allow him to develop properly, however.

Cam Robinson: March 11th, 2023 - Loko Yaroslavl vs AKM Tula - MHL

At the MHL level, Simashev is a smothering presence. He thwarts oncoming rushes with his footwork, his closing speed, his
active stick and his penchant for denying the line at every opportunity. He’s so large and so mobile, that playing against juniors
looks almost too easy for him at times. In this one, he was more active in jumping into space without the puck and looking

for offensive opportunities to create. He didn’t show too much lateral agility at the top when trying to clear lanes, but he also
had five shot attempts and all five found the mark - including one that found the back of the net. There was one play where
he carried along the blue line while opening up his hips and threw two pump fakes while working those edges before firing it
through. It was a nice glimpse of what we can hope to see more of.

It's difficult to project exactly what his offensive upside is as he’s not the most creative with the puck or with his routes. But he
does flash some things that indicate there certainly is more to come. And even if it doesn’t, his ability to shutdown plays in-zone
and disrupt rush attempts will make him a very worthy NHLer.

David St-Louis: February 10th, 2023 - HC Loko vs Mikhaylov Academy - KHL
Simashev’s technical ability is simply ridiculous. He’s gifted. It's so easy for him to close out on opponents, break up a play, take

the puck, pass it, activate, and get the puck back for a shot. He’s mobile, sufficiently skilled as a handler, has physical abilities
and the desire to use them, and he builds his game from the defensive end up, in the sense that he cares about defensive
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details, applies them, and does so successfully. Again, the hockey sense isn't a strength, but it’s not a weakness either. He has
some more imaginative plays and the NHL game would be much easier for him, considering his uncommon tools, than most
others. That’s worth a lot.

J.D. Burke: February 23rd, 2023 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. Sakhalinskie Akuly - MHL

An effective albeit boring 22 minutes of ice time for Simashev in this contest, which he left with one shot and a plus-one rating.
Not much to speak of offensively. Simashev had one somewhat exciting activation — an end-to-end rush that ended predictably
with the puck being swatted from harm’s way because of how far he handles it out in front of his frame — and one decent look
during a sustained pressure. That was about it. Simashev was efficient in transition, but | didn’t see anything particularly exciting
there. His defensive range is unreal. | don’t know if | saw enough creativity with the puck to rate his offensive projection as a
particularly ambitious one, but if you skate as well as Simashev does at 6-foot-4, then you're going to play. 'm also open to the
possibility he has more to show offensively than we’ve seen thus far this season.

Lassi Alanen: February 14th, 2023 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. SKA-Varyagi St. Petersburg - MHL

I'm still not quite sure what to make of Simashev. You can’t deny the tools and the technical proficiency, and the defensive
play-kiling ability is a top-notch projection. The way he’s able to use his mobility and defensive skating combined with a strong
defensive stick and understanding of defensive angling and physicality is impressive in every viewing, and he’s able to smother
a lot of plays off the rush as of result. Handles himself well during in-zone sequences, too. There’s an easy path for him to play
from that perspective. The breakouts and the offensive upside are the things that concern me. You're making a bet that his
hockey sense, most notably play selection will improve (which it usually does when you have such high-end tools). His passing
timing was a bit off, he was passing to already covered teammates. He’s not leveraging the skating to the fullest extend, prefers
to pass instead of carry. Offensively, | didn't see much. A couple of point activations, using the mobility to beat the first man.
There were some give-and-go ideas that his linemates didn’t realize.

Cam Robinson: February 10th, 2023 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs Dynamo Moskva - KHL

A low-event outing for Simashev in this one. A big part of that was opportunity as he was held to just six shifts and none in the

final half of a mostly-tied game. He made two nice pinches - one in the NZ to stop a rush before it could get rolling, and another
early in the 2nd where he flew down the wall and kept the puck in and the play alive. He did get a bit caught in-zone defending

but got back in time before it hurt the team. He made some nice retrievals — very straight forward but his skating allows him to

get back, recover and quickly move the puck while under duress.

Dylan Griffing: February 7th, 2023 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. Amur Khabarovsk - KHL

Another rock solid game defensively from Simashev, he still looks like he belongs at this level. Like Sochi, Amur are a bad KHL
side, but still much more difficult than junior. His positioning on opposing rushes was great, stick and body position forced play
out wide where he could close down physically or force a low percentage shot. He was so quick to close off space and was
winning battles like a veteran of the league. As for with the puck, he played safely. Really patient, usually assisting the breakout
rather than starting it himself, but there were some sneaky, smart plays mixed in there. Few touches in the OZ, tried waltzing
the blueline once and couldn’t break away from his man and he inevitably had it poked off his stick. In a perfect world, we
would see more glimpses of his offensive skill at this level, but he is clearly playing like he’s told to not do much more than win
possession for his team.

David St-Louis: February 7th, 2023 - Lokomotiv Yaroslav vs Amur Khabarovsk - KHL

Great defensive performance from Simashev, both off the rush and in the defensive zone. He closes his gap early and fast and
has the skating ability to match the speed and footwork of players much older than him. He’s physical and can pin opponents
to the boards and also evade them with hard cutbacks. The hockey sense still looks average, but honestly it doesn't matter too
much with the tools and structure that he has. He even had one play where he walked the blue-line with the puck, head down,
and managed to shake a couple of defenders. The puck got pokechecked away -- he should have looked or anticipated the
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counter -- but it was still an interesting play: Simashev is developing more offensive confidence. It's good to see. The more he
experiments, the faster he’ll improve.

Dylan Griffing: February 5th, 2023 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. HK Sochi - KHL

Simashev’s skating looked absolutely awesome this game. He’s a real contender for the best skating defenseman in this class,
especially given the frame he has compared to the rest of his competitors for that spot. Defensively, he was rock solid as per
usual. Cutting off passing lanes, using his physical advantage along the boards, and putting himself in positions to make plays
with the skating. He reads plays defensively at a high level. The issues from early on in the KHL season remained, though, with
a handful of rushed passes immediately after a takeaway. He still did manage to put together some nice, stretch passes. Would
they work against a better KHL team? Well, that’s a different question. Not a ton of touches in the offensive zone, but he had
two standout plays, both revolving around his skating and escapability from the blueline. Created a big scoring chance after
breaking a defender’s ankles and sending a pass/shot towards a teammate, but the goalie got to it first. Right now, it seems
the hockey sense with the puck is his biggest weakness, and, to me, it’s not really that weak an area, just inconsistent. The
combination of size, skating, defensive sense, and reach are all fantastic. A top-10 pick for me.

Cam Robinson: February 5th, 2023 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. HK Sochi - KHL

Sometimes it's easy to forget that we're watching a kid playing so well at the KHL level. Simashev only saw about 11 minutes of
ice in this one, but he was highly effective. The skating is clearly his best attribute. He uses it to cut off lanes, to tighten gaps
and force the carrier into mistakes. His long reach aids in this and he boasts a really active stick in open ice against the rush,
and along the wall to fight to strip and steal. He’s also not shy about using his big frame to get inside position and hold onto it.

There wasn’t much in the way of offense in this one, but | enjoyed his ability to gain possession and then make heady transition
passes from the DZ and NZ. He received the puck in flight several times and made a little shift before moving it to a mate to
keep the rush building.

A highly toolsy player with size and terrific defensive habits. There’s going to be a spot for him in a team’s top four for a long
time.

David St-Louis: February 5th, 2023 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. HK Sochi - KHL

What a game! Simashev was still the same engaged defender, shutting down rushes with his skating and breaking cycles with
his reach, but it’s really his puck-moving and offensive game that shone the most. He has more space here than he will have
in the NHL, but he’s making the right plays. He takes pucks in movements, fakes at the right time, and then slides away from
forecheckers and defenders. | don’t think he’s a high-end thinker of the game, but even if he’s just an NHL average projection,
with his tools, it’s still worth a top-10 pick. He’s scoring more, too, so that makes it easier to slide him up.

Lassi Alanen: January 8th, 2023 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. MHK Dynamo Moskva - MHL

We only really saw flashes of Simashev’s ability in this one. Had a surprising amounts of difficulty moving the puck with control
at the start of the game, opting for weird dump-outs even when he should’ve been able to make a better play from the position.
Later on, he started to flex his muscles a bit more, combining his smooth four-way mobility with passing against the grain to

the middle for a slick breakout. The defensive stick and presence are still impressive, even during a quieter game like this. The
best offensive moment came at the point out of a faceoff when Simashev waited for his partner to move, delayed the pass by
threatening with a shot and then no-look slip passed the puck for a scoring chance. Still, the overall contributions were left short.
Youd want to see more involved performances from a potential top-15 pick, especially at this level.

Mitchell Brown: January 5th, 2023 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. Krasnaya Armiya Moskva - MHL

The potential is immediately obvious. Simashev’s a fluid skater and puckhandler in all directions. He easy builds speed
backwards, frequently uses near-complete crossovers when handling, and effectively uses his outside edges. Passes pucks from
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backhand, under pressure, and even behind his back. Both his outside and inside leg wristers look like NHL shots; they’re quite
refined for a blue-liner at this stage of development. In this game, he did almost nothing of note with the tools. The aggression
holding the line was impressive; how he closes on opponents and keeps his stick in the right lane to avoid getting beat through.
He angles and keeps attacks wide, but also drifts too far wide and commits to engagements too early. On retrievals, he scans
and makes simple plays, moving through his passes and activating into the rush. Head up on most receptions/when necessary.
Puck decisions were often weak — passing to teammates with pressure, inaccurate plays, making easy plays with better options.
He could be a top-four defenceman, but he could also just be a bundle of tools.

David St-Louis: January 5th, 2023 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. Krasnaya Armiya Moskva - MHL

This wasn’t Simashev’s best game, but we got to see a bit of everything still. The tools are as great as ever, above-average
skating combined with a fluid handling ability and a penchant for playing physical -- many hard pinches on opponents. The
offensive decisions could use some work. He passes to covered teammates and rushes some of his plays; he didn’'t create many
advantages on breakouts in this one, didn’t always see the better play, but he was involved offensively all through the game. |
still think he’s a top-15 prospect, even if the results are somewhat poor and the hockey sense probably a 5.

Dylan Griffing: January 4th, 2023 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. Krasnaya Armiya Moskva - MHL

Simashev opened up his 2023 with not just one, but TWO points. It's kind of funny how he makes these awesome plays at the
offensive blue line, but both of his points in this one came from the most anticlimactic plays from his perspective. Again, this
league isn't a challenge for Simashev. Defending is too easy, he’s more physical than anyone on the ice, smarter than anyone
else, and executes after making quick reads in the DZ. His skating continues to look awesome, it may even be a 7 grade for me
at this point. So fluid in all four directions with his frame is going to project so well to the next level. Would love to see him back
in the KHL before the season’s end, but he’s really pushing hard for a top-10 spot on out next board.

Lassi Alanen: January 4th, 2023 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. Krasnaya Armiya Moskva - MHL

This definitely wasn’t the best Simashev viewing I've had and got me double-thinking where we have him ranked currently. The
defence and the skating remain big assets, but he hasn’t shown as many flashes of offensive and transition upside than he did
in my early viewings. Some odd transition moments where he opted for uncontrolled plays under pressure. The difficulty of the
league should be considered, too, and he plays on one of the best teams. | feel like | should be seeing more, even if ironically
he’s now started to rack up points. | guess it mostly comes down to how highly you value the tools.

Dylan Griffing: December 25th, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. Krylya Sovetov Moskva - MHL

It's becoming less and less about his performances and more about praying that he puts up some points. At this point, great
games are just the expectations set for him and he keeps living up to them. He just eats people alive, kills attacks, and turns
plays the other way. The offense continues to impress, though, he’s becoming more of a menace on the offensive blueline, using
his edges and shifting body weight to send defenders the other way and then opening up space to work. He’s not the quickest,
but he has good speed for his size and has the skating ability to get around guys at this level. He’s looking like a lock for the
top-10, even if he has three points to his name this year.

Lassi Alanen: December 24th, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. Krylya Sovetov Moskva - MHL

Simashev finally recorded a primary assist in the MHL. Funnily enough, it was just a simple drop pass to his teammate who went
through the NZ and scored a beautiful solo goal, but a primary assist honetheless. He actually had some trouble moving the
puck in this one. Retrievals seem to be a relative weak point, turning the puck over with a bad pass and not using his skating
advantage to beat the F1. In the OZ, he actually got more chances than average, whether it was by activating on the weak side
or joining the rush as a second option. Defensive game wasn't really tested here.

Lassi Alanen: December 13th, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. SKA-Varyagi St. Petersburg - MHL
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Simashev remains a pretty dominant force at this level. Made multiple defensive breakups and defended the rush with a lot of
poise and confidence. With his reach, skating and physical makeup, he’s going to be a pretty easy above-average defensive
projection to the NHL. Good stuff on breakouts, mixing simple passing plays with puck rushes with his feet. Didn’t really get
tested on retrievals given his team was on top of the game all the time when he was on the ice. Definitely has more offensive
upside than the point totals would suggest.

Dylan Griffing: December 13th, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. SKA-Varyagi - MHL

Simashev is having a field day in the MHL, so confident, so smart, and so many dangerous chances created leading to another
pointless game. He’s still clinging onto the single point he has this season, but the offensive upside is certainly shining through
despite that. He’s starting to make the most of all of his puck touches rather than focusing on shooting, deceptive moves to
activate from the point, great skating to get around guys, and the playmaking was awesome in this one. Probably could’ve had
a multi-point game if his teammates could just finish off the chances. Still has his moments where he looks out of place with the
puck, but they’re becoming less and less common as he grows more and more confident. Uses his teammates well, mixes in his
fair share of highly individualistic plays, but given his KHL track record, | don’t think those flashes are going to be mainstays in
his game. He’s seriously making a strong case to be the #1 defenseman in this class and I'm all for it.

Dylan Griffing: November 30th, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. MHK Dynamo St. Petersburg - MHL

Another awesome game from Simashev. Still no points, but on the ice for three goals for, plus showed off some great puck-
moving ability through his hands and passing. Really liked how quickly he read his surroundings to determine his next move,
plenty of escapability, and clean passing to finish off his moves. The confidence is there for sure, perhaps overconfident at

times — skated into a 1-on-5 at one point, turned it over, but had a nice deke mixed in before he eventually lost it. Don’t see the
overconfidence as a problem, it’s his first time really trying this stuff this year and he needs some points to boost his draft stock.
Strong defensive game as per usual, even threw in a pretty big hit!

Cam Robinson: November 30th, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. MHK Dynamo St. Petersburg - MHL

My first official look at Simashev illustrated quickly why our team is high on this player. He skates beautifully. Not just for a 6-4
player, but as a whole. He didn’t use it to really ramp up the pace and continuously lead the rush, but he just looks extremely
smooth out there. He was able to recognize threats, gap up effectively and protect the line. He got unlucky a couple of times for
some goals against but nothing egregious.

He was physical. He was good along the wall. | liked his routes to retrieve pucks and escape pressure. Looks like a pro playing a
junior game but without the clinching offense. Would love to see that too.

David St-Louis: November 30th, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. MHK Dynamo St. Petersburg - MHL

Simashev again shows pretty much everything you want out of a defensive prospect. He’s physical, boxes out, hits. He
communicates with teammates defensively, switches on his man, uses his stick to deny space, and Kills plays near the blue line.
He uses deception in his passing and tries to evade the forechecking F1. And he also has some offensive moves. His plays are
not always precise and they are limited in “reach”, in the sense that he just moves the puck to the next guy, not really looking to
make killer offensive plays, which partly explains his low production. The lack of pace is a bit concerning and the lack of scoring,
too, but he remains a high-end prospect in this draft.

Dylan Griffing: November 28th, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. SKA-1946 St. Petersburg - MHL

This was the most active | have ever seen Simashev and it was pretty awesome to see. He didn’t always look comfortable with
the puck per se, but he still showed plenty of confidence. He just needs to work on how to finish his moves sometimes because
he was pretty evasive and dynamic, the decision making hindered his effectiveness. Still, a lot of good moves with his skill and
skating. Very reliable puck movement, especially compared to the other defensemen on Loko in this one. Defensive game was
as good as usual, even playing against an offensive dynamo in Ivan Demidov, he kept him quiet when they were out there
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together. This guy is definitely pushing to the top-15.
Lassi Alanen: November 28th, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. SKA-1946 St. Petersburg - MHL

| can’'t believe how Simashev hasn’t scored more this season based on how he plays. Sure, he’s got a strong projection
defensively due to his skating, reach, size, physicality and aggressive mentality to kill plays early, but he’s also trying a ton of
stuff with the puck. The decision-making isn’'t perfect, and he got himself in trouble a few times, but the tools are so obviously
high-end in many ways, and he’s showing willingness to push them to their limit, which you love to see. Some of the handling
sequences were a bit awkward, but he pulled off multiple impressive moves, too. A big shot from the point as well, quite
surprising he hasn’'t scored with it yet. Even flashed the ability to shoot in-stride from his inside leg off the rush.

Dylan Griffing: November 9th, 2022 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. HK Sochi - KHL

Simashev returned to KHL action after a stint in the junior league playing against pretty weak competition. Always good to see
a player be able to adapt his environment because the skill gap between bottom feeders in the MHL and bottom feeders in
the KHL is still immense. Solid game on the defensive side as usual, looks like he belongs in the league from that standpoint.
So frustrating to watch him with the puck, though. Another Chayka/Grudinin situation where the player has puck skills and has
shown them off in other leagues, but he clearly isn't being allowed to try things or doesn’t want to risk losing his roster spot.
Quick passes and shots just o get the puck on and off his stick in a hurry. This was probably going to be his most ice time

of the year, but he picked up an injury in the 2nd period and missed the rest of the game. Looks like he’ll be missing out on
playing for the U18 team at the Cup of the Future.

David St-Louis: November 9th, 2022 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. HK Sochi - KHL

Simashev was clearly not as confident with the puck at this level as he has been in the MHL. That’s pretty typical for such a
jump in competition (and with coaches asking him to play simpler). But the defensive game is already extremely projectable.
Just the size and mobility will make him an above-average NHL defender. He also anticipates puck movements, pinches
proactively, loads his leg to close out on opponents before the puck gets to them...A lot of good stuff away from the puck. In
puck-moving situations, he showed the usual habits: moving on reception to find lanes and scanning, sending pucks into space...
| really like this player.

David St-Louis: October 28th, 2022 - Mikhaylov Academy vs. Loko - MHL

Simashev sometimes looks sluggish when handling the puck. It’'s best to not overrate his handling/passing ability, but also to
keep in mind that his profile, a 6'4” 17-year-old defenceman, is often a bit behind the curve in terms of finer mechanics and
he’s already well above-average in terms of footwork when shadowing opponents. It's very hard to escape him; he’s suffocating,
especially for opponents who get close to the boards. They expose themselves to pokechecks and pins. Simashev is not just

a defensive defenceman, however. He has offensive awareness. He spots teammates; it’'s just connecting with them that can
sometimes be harder for him. He has no problem relying on the boards or lobs to get them the puck. He seems like a better-
safe-than-sorry defenceman who could definitely learn better ways.

David St-Louis: October 21th, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. MHK Atlant Mytishchi - MHL

Ten seconds in, | already knew that Simashev was my kind of defenceman. He skated the puck up-ice, great posture, used

that posture for deception, skated in and made a simple, kick pass to a teammate, fully in control. The skating is a clear above-
average grade even if he played at a low-pace in this game and he’s got the rush to complement. He was calm, poised all game,
making much more advanced breakout plays than we usually see in the MHL, and even feinting defenders in the offensive zone
to reach teammates. Honestly, he showed everything | want out of a defenceman -- albeit against low competition. If he keeps it
up, he’s going to become my top defenceman for this draft and a likely a top-10 pick.

Lassi Alanen: October 21th, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. MHK Atlant Mytishchi - MHL
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Simashev has a case to be the best defenceman of the 2023 class. There’s just so much to like about his combination of size,
skating, willingness to try stuff at this level. It's actually very surprising he doesn’t have more points based on how he’s played

in my viewings. Constantly looking to leverage his mobility off the point with edgework and quick feints. One superb cross-

ice breakout pass through multiple layers for an exit and an entry, one high-end cross-slot shot assist with deception. Strong
defensive effort, too, aside from a few odd charge into a scuffle that his partner luckily covered for eventually. The offence might
lack some refinement, but he has ideas and the willingness to push the envelope.

Lassi Alanen: October 16th, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. Russkie Vityazi - MHL

Simashev’s tools are just superior for this level. The start of the game was pretty quiet, but then things started to get going. He
skated circles around the opposition a couple of times, drawing two penalties in the process. In the best sequence of the game,
he forced a dump-in, received the puck quickly, took a few crossovers to exit through the middle, entered the zone and beat the
defender wide, driving the net for a high-danger chance. Very strong posture, good crossover usage and explosiveness, clearly

a strong athlete. He beat opponents near the point with weight shifts and feints, had intention behind his activation and flashed
playmaking skill. Solid defensively, very hard to beat cleanly due to his skating and reach. Looked like a potential top-15 pick, to
be honest.

Dylan Griffing: September 30th, 2022 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. Severstal Cherepovets - KHL

Simashev’s minutes took a tumble for a few games, but he was back playing 12 minutes in this one. Perhaps it was the MHL
game, but he looked much more willing to do things with the puck. Carried it out of the defensive zone and dumped it in to the
offensive zone once and activated from the point and showed off some skill to dodge around one defender — he just didn’t find
any passing lanes, so he took it around the back of the net and wheeled it around to his partner at the point. Not a fancy play
or anything, but it’s a step forward and progress is progress. Defensively, he played really physically. Not giving an inch along the
boards and really getting involved to break things up. Looks like he could use an extra step of speed, not really challenging on
loose puck races and getting into defensive positioning early instead of going all out for it. Got exposed on one rush, leaving his
man open on a 3-on-3 rush and seeing a dangerous shot attempt for Severstal.

David St-Louis: September 28th, 2022 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. Torpedo - KHL

These performances make it seem like Simashev could survive in the NHL right now. He has the length and the skating and he’s
pretty mature in his defensive approach, proactive even, at this level. He boxes out early, gaps up, but not too much when there
are multiple threats, scans for attackers, scans in retrievals, but of course, rims and glass-and-outs pucks, like it’s typically the
case with KHL rookies. But then, he gets the puck at the offensive blue line, walks it, aims for sticks, and can shoot at them with
pin-point accuracy. | thought he created a deflection goal, but | guess it must have been disallowed. A great performance.

Dylan Griffing: September 23rd, 2022 - Loko Yaroslavl vs. SKA-194 St. Petersburg - MHL

Day off for Lokomotiv, so Simashev went and played his first MHL game of the year, accruing 13 minutes of ice time. His mature,
simple style of defending remained prevalent, which wasn’t much of a surprise. It’s clear he belongs at the KHL level because of
the defending alone, so it was more interesting to see what he was doing with the puck. He definitely looks more comfortable
trying things at this level. He has pretty average or slightly below average hands, so he isn’t going out there trying to beat every
guy he sees, but he was skating with the puck more, using his edges and weight shifts to slip past defenders with relative ease.
There’s puck-moving attributes that he hasn’'t been able to even try at the KHL level that he was able to show off here that
make me like this player even more. He'll likely return back to Lokomotiv, so maybe this game will have given him the confidence
to get a little more creative with them.

Dylan Griffing: September 19th, 2022 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. Dynamo Moskva - KHL
Simashev got 13 minutes of ice time in this one, which is absolutely huge for him. He didn’t disappoint, either. He remained

playing his simple style, scanning the ice but opting for mostly d-to-d passes. He made a few long stretch passes that were
pretty nice, but mostly he was the pass before the zone exit. While simple, he was making smart passes that were opening
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up the ice for his team to break the puck out. | would still like to see more out of him in that regard, though, because whether
he is limiting himself or his coaches are, seeing some more creativity would be a breath of fresh air. He did try some things |
haven't seen from him much this year, simple, but effective puckhandling, aggressive to keep loose pucks from exiting the zone,
and patience at the blueline. Things are starting to click on the puck for Simashey, but it’s still holding him back from being a
legit top talent this year. Defensively, things remained positive. Hiccups positionally while defending the rush, but he was using
his physicality much more, closing down space quickly, and reading the ice really well. Seriously no major complaints in his own
end despite this being the most difficult opposition he’s faced in the biggest role he’s had with Lokomotiv. If he can keep this
consistency up, he may just spend the whole year with the KHL club, which is just crazy for a player of his age.

Dylan Griffing: September 7th, 2022 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. Neftekhimik Nizhnekamsk - KHL

The lack of on-the-puck play is really becoming a concern for me. He really struggles to execute passes and doesn’t really have
much skill. He did make one nice, deceptive play to take out a forechecker and open up a passing line, then passed it right

into his teammates boots. The defense is what’s going to keep him in the KHL, but it doesn’t seem like he’ll be getting chances
higher up the line-up, seeing as they stopped playing him entirely about midway through the 2nd while the game was tied up.

Dylan Griffing: September 4th, 2022 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. Traktor Chelyabinsk - KHL

Once again, Simashev just stuck to his role and did a really solid job. He was given a bit more playing time, only three shifts in
the second period, but got quite a few chances in the third when Lokomotiv was easily winning. Played some strong defense,
physicality clearly isn’t an issue for him. Moves well to close off positions, covers the inside, and maintains good gap control.
With the puck it was all simple passes or zone clearances, not trying to do too much, but still ended up with some shot assists
for his troubles. Would like to see some more creativity with the puck, but he’s probably not going to be able to given his role
with the club.

Dylan Griffing: September 2nd, 2022 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. Avtomobilist Yekaterinburg - KHL

Simashev made his KHL debut in Lokomotiv’s season opener and he did his job out there. This was the role | figured he would
play — 7th defenseman, eat up minutes, clear the zone, leave. He finished with just over seven minutes of ice time, which was
more than expected, especially after not playing in the first period at all. He made one nice defensive breakup and then cleared
the zone which was the first, and really only, impact he had on the game, but it was enough for his coach to start giving him
the nod a bit more.

Dylan Griffing: August 13th, 2022 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. Dynamo Moskva - Friendly

More of the same in this game, solid defensive game with no breakout skill. He just can’t seem to get the timing down —
rushing when he doesn’t need to or waiting too long and letting pressure go face-to-face with him. It may just be the feeling
out process, because | haven’t seen this much struggling from him in the MHL, but he needs to be able to transition to playing
against harder forechecking competition quickly if he wants a spot on this team.

Dylan Griffing: August 10th, 2022 - Lokomotiv Yaroslavl vs. Severstal Cherepovets - Friendly

Simashev is a great example of what a simple, intelligent, and rangy defenseman looks like. He isn’t pushing the envelope of
what a defenseman should do and he is more of a pure shutdown guy. He closes gaps quickly, uses his size to his advantage,
and reads plays super well. There are definitely head scratching moments with him, primarily on breakouts. The simple nature
of his game leads him to a lack of creativity and a lot of bounce passes just hoping for the best. | think it comes down to him
trying to be in control of the puck for as little of time as possible to negate the potential of an even worse turnover and, thus,
lose minutes. | think he will be getting KHL minutes this year because of his defensive game, just to eat up minutes, but he will
need to clean up his on-the-puck game if he wants to be more than a 7th defenseman for Lokomotiv.
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SCOUTING REPORT

Few players are as familiar with the ups and downs of navigating
their draft year better than Dalibor Dvorsky.

It feels like he’s been doing it for the better part of three seasons.

An early arrival on the 2023 NHL Draft scene, Dvorsky has long been
thought of as one of this year’s very best offerings, even viewed by
some as a top-three talent at times in his draft-minus-one season.

A good-not-great year with AIK in the Swedish second-tier
HockeyAllsvenskan took some of the shine off of the Slovak centre
in his draft year, but a distinguished performance in his country’s
colours at the U18s meant that he got to end the affair on a high
note.

Now the industry is left to detect the signal from noise and try to
make sense of Dvorsky’s true talent level and where it ranks in this
year’s draft.

For Elite Prospects, it was a back-and-forth affair all year, with
Dvorsky starting the year at No. 8 on our first board, before falling to
11, then 17, and finishing the season off at 10.

Dalibor Dvorsky
F|AIKJ20 | J20 Nationell | 2023 NHL Draft
Games Tracked: 10 | Minutes Tracked: 166.5

Data tracked by Lassi Alanen (@lassialanen) | 5v5 only

Let’s start with what we know about Dvorsky. He’'s a reasonably skilled, exceptionally detailed and intelligent two-way centre who
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has acquitted himself well in one of Europe’s best professional leagues for the better part of two years. The production hasn’t
quite aligned with his reputation — even when adjusting for the setting — but he’s been value and then some anytime he’s played
among his peers internationally, the lone exception being at this year’'s World Juniors.

That’s a hell of a starting point. The sort of thing that almost certainly augurs some level of NHL success. Certainly, we have a
hard time imagining a scenario where Dvorsky isn’t at least a capable middle-six centre at the NHL level in the not-so-distant
future.

The more difficult part of this evaluation was determining whether there was more in store at the next level.

It's not that Dvorsky didn’t flash high end skill. It's that he almost exclusively, well, flashed it. This wasn’'t a consistent facet of his
game across our viewings, particularly in HockeyAllsvenskan.

At his best, Dvorsky was a confident, skilled handler, a lethal shooter, and a capable distributor, though these skills diminish
when he’s at full speed, something our Swedish regional scout Jimmy Hamrin has keenly observed this season. He’s more quick
than explosive too, a good skater but perhaps not a great one. His anticipation serves him well as a playmaker, but he’s not
exceptionally deceptive, by any means. His shot is well above-average and perhaps the closest he comes to having a defined
separating skKill.

Is that enough to be a first-line centre at the next level? Well, perhaps not as currently constructed, but with the right
development regimen, it's well within his range of possibilities.

Whatever the case, while we may not quite be bullish enough on Dvorsky for our ranking to align with those that make up the
Elite Prospects Draft Center’s consolidated rankings, it's not that we don’'t see what they do.

At the very least, you're getting a matchup centre that can anchor a middle-six line and drive strong territorial results while
chipping in on both special teams units. You know, a Swiss Army Knife-type of player that every coach wants to see on their
roster sheet. That’s the baseline for Dvorsky, and perhaps he'll use that as a springboard up the NHL scoring leaderboard in time.
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Who helped or hurt their stock Film Room: Exploring 2023 NHL Standout draft-eligible

at the 2023 U18 World Hockey Draft Prospect Dalibor Dvorsky’s performances at the 2023 World
Championships? Potential Juniors

¥ INDUSTRY CHATTER

“l really like what he did for Slovakia, | think you get a bit more on those kids from international play because they
have to carry things, they don't get to play with a top line like the kids from USA or Canada do. | really like what he
did at U18s, | really like how smart he is.” - Western Conference scout, May 2023

“He’s got very good hands, a very good shot, good hockey sense. He’s strong on the puck. | didn’t think that he
had a lot of pace at the U18s, but | didn’t think that pace was a problem when he played with AIK in Sweden. |
don’t know if it was because it was a long season or whatever it was, but it seemed like he slowed the game


https://eprinkside.com/2023/05/02/who-helped-or-hurt-their-stock-at-the-2023-u18-world-hockey-championships
https://eprinkside.com/2023/04/25/film-room-exploring-2023-nhl-draft-prospect-dalibor-dvorsks-potential
https://eprinkside.com/2022/08/08/standout-performances-from-the-2022-hlinka-gretzky-cup

=<4 NHL Draft Guide Dalibor Dvorsky

down a bit at the U18s. Everything with the puck is really, really good.

He has the skill and the shot to be a top-10 pick. He’s got a really good wrist shot, it's quick and accurate. | don’t
know If it’s the skating or the pace, but that makes me a little bit worried there, but it wasn’t an issue in Sweden.
Yeah, | would say he belongs in the top 10.” — Eastern Conference scout, May 2023

“l think he’s a great player. He will probably be a top-10 pick at the draft. He’s a young ‘05 but a great leader in the
locker room. On the ice, he’s a great kid and a great player. He’s a great guy.” — Adam Gajan, May 2023

“The two most intriguing guys in this draft are Dvorsky and Salé. Dvorsky at Hlinka two years ago was like ‘oh
my god this kid is special.” Look at the skill level, shot, 1.Q. He’s had a weird year in a lot of leagues. Some beyond
junior level stuff. Probably too much too soon. Reminds me of the Shane Wright situation with leagues. Crafty,
intelligent, high-end skill. Needs to engage more consistently and work hard off pucks to get pucks. Work harder
on skating. Still think he’s a top-10 pick. He’s boom or bust.” — NHL scout, April 2023

“Great person, great friend. 've known him from a young age on some of those younger international teams. I'm
really happy that | could play with him. He’s a great teammate and a great player on the ice. | hope he’ll have a
good ending at the tournament.” — Roman Kukumberg, April 2023

“He’s a great leader and he showed it in deciding points in the games at this tournament. He did a great job.” —
Slovakia U18 head coach Tibor Tartal, April 2023

“He has a shooting instinct and he’s very strong with the puck. He can find space on the ice where he’s able to
score.” — Slovakia U18 head coach Tibor Tartal, April 2023

“l think I'm a good offensive player with a good shot, strong on the puck and a good understanding of the game.
I'm a two-way centre. | play like myself, but when scouts ask me [who | model my game after] | usually answer
John Tavares or Anze Kopitar. | think I'm similar to them. Both are really strong on the puck and have a similar sKill
set as me.” — Dalibor Dvorsky, April 2023

“He’s a hockey player. He plays a pretty complete two way 200-foot game with above average sense — needs to
improve pace but his motor will allow him to overcome this. Solid prospect.” — Western Conference scout, March
2023

“Probably the safest player outside of the elite handful. Pro strength and 200 foot game. We've seen high-end
production but that likely isn’t his game in the NHL.” — Western Conference scout, March 2023

“He’s a workhorse. Drives play up and down the ice. Defends well. Won't be a big point guy, but has an energy line
future.” — Eastern Conference scout, January 2023

¥ GAME REPORTS

David St-Louis: April 30th, 2023 - Canada vs Slovakia - U18s

Dvorsky does have more advanced playmaking ideas. Here, with more space and a manageable competition, we see them
resurface. He gained in confidence over the event and now he’s pushing back defenders and dropping the puck to teammates
inside space, distributing the puck deceptively on the powerplay, and even orchestrating and directing the offence from that
spot. His game has a lot of potential. He’s not a finished product and I'm sure we will see his speed improve quite a bit over the
next years. His mechanics are sound. He just needs the strength.
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J.D. Burke: April 29th, 2023 - Slovakia vs. USA - U18s

Probably not Dvorsky’s best work at this tournament, but there were moments where he flashed his skill and his sense all the
same. He actually picked up the lone Slovak goal in this contest too, jumping on a rebound around the goalmouth and pushing
it across the line. Just as easily could’ve picked up another goal on a handling move, were it not for a pretty solid save by the
American goaltender. There was clearly a concerted effort on the part of the Americans to shut Dvorsky down, and | think he
struggled under all of that pressure. He didn’'t have a lot of time or space (or options, for that matter), and it was hard for him to
create much on most shifts because of it.

David St-Louis: April 29th, 2023 - USA vs Slovakia - U18s

Dvorsky continues to flash skills. | thought there was a gap between him and Ritchie at the start of the tournament, and while

| still think Ritchie is the better playmaker, Dvorsky is closing that gap and maybe even moving ahead in my mind. The skating
posture is better and he doesn’t have as much support. Yet, he’s still orchestrating chances. He’s physical on the boards and
tries hard defensively (a couple of hard backchecks in this one), although he needs to be even closer to his check. Taking that
extra stride is sometimes the difference between a shot against and a block, a goal and a puck deflected in the stands. Dvorsky
is always attacking inside, with and without the puck, and he has the skill to dangle defenders on his way there. He sees
teammates quickly, too. Probably should have stuck to my early season take that he was a top-10 talent in this draft.

Jimmy Hamrin: April 27th, 20283 - Finland vs Slovakia - U18s

If | compare Dvorsky here from what | saw at the junior playoffs in Sweden, his competitiveness stands out even more which
also displays his skills more. He takes this Slovakian team on his shoulders and plays with more determination. He competes
hard in all three zones and drives the offence. He still lacks separation speed and when he skates and handles the puck the
muscle tone is high. | like how he uses crossovers to travel over the ice and his awareness of space is good. His passing
was more consistent than it has been over the season. He is good at taking the puck to the inside and makes fast decisions
in the offensive zone. | like how he shows pride and determination playing for the national team which better his all around
performance. A two-way middle-six centre prospect.

David St-Louis: April 27th, 2023 - Finland vs Slovakia - U18s

Another good Dvorsky performance, although | think his high scoring is overselling his capabilities right now. He’s about the
same player | thought he was before the tournament, except | underrated his handling skills. He’s really capable of keeping
the puck under pressure and his technique, rolling/short motions, is great. His playmaking game shines a bit more at the
tournament: He uses the back layers of the attacks, delays, looks for teammates cross-ice...But he presents himself more as a
scorer with his hand-eye coordination, his net drives, and his catch-and-release capabilities.

David St-Louis: April 24th, 20283 - Slovakia vs. Germany - U18s

A great game by Dvorsky. It wasn’t the best competition, but that’s okay because Dvorsky himself doesn’t have the best
linemates either. They are more skilled than Germany’s, but they aren’t those creative playmakers that can set him up for chance
after chance and exploit his off-puck skills. In this game, with the extra space, they could. Dvorsky rushed the puck, dangled
through the opposition, scored again and again, kept the puck under pressure, worked the boards, and flashes his higher-end
skills constantly. That’'s a good game to watch if you want to be reminded of his offensive potential.

Cam Robinson: April 24th, 2023 - Slovakia vs Germany - U18s

Once again, Dvorsky was the straw that stirred the drink for Slovakia. He was pushing play through the middle of the ice, was
activating into space off-puck and was constantly calling for passes and looking to fire pucks on net. He was holding onto the
puck more in transition and adding complexity to his playmaking — often waiting for an outstretched poke before handling and
moving it. Drawing that coverage. His ability to get open in the slot led to all FOUR of his goals. Big goals too, and he provided
the comeback to get Slovakia into the Quarters. He continues to make straight forward passes to get the transition going out of
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the defensive zone and his ability to clog up lanes, be physical along the wall and take smart routes on the forecheck continue
to stand out. Those are all very pro level skills he has and was putting them on the German teenagers who didn’t have a ton of
moves to combat it.

David St-Louis: April 23rd, 2023 - Slovakia vs Canada - U18s

Not a great game from Dvorsky, who mostly faded in the background. He did have one notable sequence: He got the puck on
the wall, cut across inside, and then scored. Otherwise, he wants to make plays, but there is nobody there to accept his passes
or even to understand his ideas. It's an impossible offensive situation for him. His battling skills are still interesting.

David St-Louis: April 21st, 2023 - Sweden vs Slovakia - U18s

| wonder how Dvorsky would look surrounded by creative talent. He has some good ideas, but they don’t always come to
fruition. He’s physical, shows skating and stickhandling skKills, supports well, and he drives the net. 'm still unsure of the hockey
sense grade. It's not average, not high-end, somewhere in between. The thing is: | don't think it will matter too much for his type
of game in the NHL that he’s not a creative player. He will follow the system guidelines of his team, and paired with the right
offence-driving teammates, he will still score his share of points. | see him as that two-way, reliable, puck-retrieving, and moving
pivot that teams look for in their middle-six.

David St-Louis: April 20th, 2023 - Czechia vs Slovakia - U18s

Dvorsky flashed some skills in this game, more than Salé, too. Especially in the second and third period, he was making plays
through and around opponents, and actually creating better looks for them, which is what we wanted to see. His board skills will
serve him well in the NHL and his defensive game continues to improve. He has really taken on that identity as a two-way player.
Handling skills look above-average. I'm still a believer in him. He’s a safe NHL projection with upside. If he shows more flashes

of hockey sense than we can easily move him up. He already seems to know his options well at the tournament. He should
dominate against these other formations of the same level like Czechia and still show well against the top ones.

Cam Robinson: April 20th, 2023 - Czechia vs Slovakia - U18s

| liked Dvorsky in this one. He was taking charge of nearly every situation and playing hard in all three zones. His backchecking
and board work stood out as he’s clearly the leader and was making it known that every inch of ice would need ot be battled
for while he was out there. Offensively, his game started to pop half way through as he was more agile in his transportation of
the puck and using his hands to set up some of his rush attempts. He was hammering one-timers on the power-play as that’s
clearly the set play. He looked frustrated at times as he was setting up plays that were dying on the blades of his mates. The
counting stats likely won't pop off simply because his quality of mate is fairly low in this situation. But he’s been good.

Jimmy Hamrin: April 8th, 20283 - AIK vs. Luled HF - J18 Playoffs

A good game by Dvorsky. He was highly involved and competitive all through the game and scored two goals. He looks like a
senior player amongst boys in some sequences but less impressive in others.

The good thing is his hockey sense and defensive play. He is aware of his surroundings and where the play is heading. He does
many small things like covering the boards before the opposing defenseman has even rimmed the puck yet. He can then let
the puck go past him because he knows he has a teammate behind with more room. And so on... In breakouts he doesn’t need
the puck to create space. He draws defenders by skating in a lane that opens up the play behind him. He was very impressive
on the penalty Kkill. His team was up by a goal late in the game and with the opposing goalie pulled, Dvorsky broke up the play
multiple times with aggression, anticipation and puck skills.

The not so good stuff is his inability to make highly skilled plays that can translate to high levels. He skates and handles the
puck with seemingly a high muscle tone which makes his puck touches uneven in softness and in time on the blade. He pushes
so much power in his skating sometimes that when he needs to make a quick turn his balance is gravitated too much on one
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motion that he looks stiff in the next one. Dvorsky is an NHL player in the making. Probably as a solid second or third line centre.
Jimmy Hamrin: April 7th, 2023 - Orebro HK vs. AIK - J18 Playoffs

Not a good night for Dvorsky. The team lost this decisive semifinal 6-0. Dvorsky had some good looks offensively, especially on
the power play, but wasn’'t able to score. You could see his hockey sense off the puck. He goes to the areas where the puck
ends up before it gets there. When he skates with the puck he sees the lanes he needs to go and shows some nice deking
moves.

His puck handling wasn’t great. Multiple passes looked sloppy giving his teammate a bouncing puck from having it flat on his
stick to begin with. On the power play he was a bit trigger happy but displayed a hard shot from the right circle. He one-timed
the shot multiple times and was square to the pass, setting himself ready to shoot. The feeling I'm left with after this game is the
same as before. At this level, he should be able to dominate more consistently, especially 5v5.

Jimmy Hamrin: March 30th, 2023 - Frélunda HC vs. AIK - J18 Playoffs

Even though he scored two goals, added a helper and was an important player for his team winning a big game, Dvorsky left
me wanting more in this game. He wasn’t very creative or showed enough offensive skills. He made simple plays where he could
have done more. He also overhandled the puck at times. Still, he was very strong on the puck and a dominant force that way.
He had many break ups, he played physical and was all together solid in all aspects. He liked his competitiveness too.

Cam Robinson: March 24th, 2023 - Lulea U20 vs AIK U20 - J20 Nationell

Dvorsky was credited with two goals in this one although InStat jumped into the game late. | was a fan of his hunting for space
- constantly shifting, sifting through holes, setting himself to receive a pass and look to create something dangerous. Thre were
a lot of straight forward decisions - little head fakes, shift the position of the puck and fire. He carried the puck with pep through
the neutral zone and was forceful along th boards. He made one play where he sold shot, faked the inside cut, slipped it to his
backhand and tried to go shelf. It was blocked, but it showed a level of creativity.

The whole package is very... good. The stride has power and some good quickness. He has handling skills -albeit not overtly
creative or super dangerous. The shot is heavy and can beat netminders from distance at this level, but also can get clogged up
easily. Passing is fine. 1Q is good. He’'s maybe the safest non-lotto kid in this class. But the upside remains in question.

Marek Novotny: March 19th, 2023 - AIK IF vs. MoDo Hockey - HockeyAllsvenskan

The Slovak forward tried to block shots all game, disrupting passing lanes. He was physical, he also delivered one massive hit

in the neutral zone. Unfortunately, this game didn't make me feel much better about Dvorsky. Yes, | appreciate his efforts to
help the team, to play a two-way game, but overall he was overmatched in the scrums, got rid of pucks quickly, and there were
moments where he was unable to get the puck out of the zone.

Daniel Gee: March 10th, 2023 - AIK vs. Tingsryds - HockeyAllsvenskan

Dvorsky is a bundle of pro habits blended with hard skill. Kind of an all-encompassing game, he flashed a lot on the rush in

this viewing. A smart off-puck driver, Dvorsky gained position on a first-period rush, leaning into a much bigger defender, and
redirecting a dangerous puck on net. Understands, the value of driving the middle after pass-offs -- one-touched a puck early in
the game, extended his stride and pushed back the defence. He was less effective on-puck in transition. In the second he faced
three defenders on the near boards. Dvorsky punched to the middle of the blue line and found a clean pass option, driving

the slot yet again. On another sequence in the third, Dvorsky used a handle and edge cut to change directions on a gapped
defender, driving straight into pressure and turning over the puck. He understands the value of give-and-go sequences -- in the
third he layered a pass into an entry, working a pass back and forth with a linemate before he slipped a pick into the crease.
He’s not dynamic at all at this level in transition but the flashes are present.
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A lot of Dvorsky’s transition work led to real sustained offensive zone sequence and cycle plays throughout the game -- this

is where he excelled. While he often defaulted into a net-front role, Dvorsky is a great puck supporter, always working to add
himself as an option, especially when the puck is worked on the perimeter. There’s evidence of him accessing his outside edges
to cut back out of pressure and he blends protection habits like hip-pocket holds. He constantly is accessing pressure and
working to combat it. You won’t see him handling to the inside, or flashing high-end manipulation but he will promote zone time
-- could be a product of a teenager in a mens league. Dvorsky comes alive on the powerplay with more space. In the second he
flashed some four-way mobility on the right-hand circle, moving to set himself into a lane for a one-timer. On the same shift, he
took too long on a catch-and-release to score on an open net -- a big mistake. Not creative enough to be a high-end scorer.

Projectable defender to higher levels. Locks onto secondary threats and pressure pushes hard when under pressure. Assists
defenders down low, and can find supporters out of the board battles. He’s 100% playing NHL games, but he strikes me as a
lower-ceiling option, possibly middle-six, that has higher certainty than some of the riskier smaller options projected in the first
round. Where we place him really depends on draft philosophy/direction.

Cam Robinson: March 10th, 2023 - AIK vs. Tingsryds - HockeyAllsvenskan

At the professional level, Dvorsky keeps his game straightforward - and the name of the game is driving the middle, working the
boards/cycle, and getting to the net front. These are all very translatable and important steps to access and prove to evaluators
that his floor is extremely safe. In this one, he was very strong along the wall. He picked up pucks while under duress, he cycled
smoothly and fell in line to keep th possession rolling. He was activating his outside edges to cutback and break coverage, he
was fighting for inside position.

| thought he showed smart planning and route-decisions while handling the puck in transition. Again, all very methodical and
safe - nothing too creative or risky. If a defender was cutting off his avenue, he would keep it wide or get it in deep. He did
throw one pass blindly to the middle and it was easily picked off. The power in his stride is evident and likely has more to come
as he develops further strength. I'd like to se more agility and quickness laterally but that certainly isn’t the crux of his game. It
would add my deception and escapability perhaps altering the perception of his offensive upside. Safe.

Lassi Alanen: March 8th, 2023 - AIK vs. HC Vita Hasten - HockeyAllsvenskan

Not sure there was anything new to take away from this game. It showcased pretty much all of the traits and tendencies we're
used to seeing from Dvorsky at this level. Responsible two-way play, finishing his checking routes, showing physical skill and
willingness to use contact to his advantage, already having pro-ready strength in puck battles (which helps combined with his
craftiness and smart usage of contact to protect the puck). Strong at extending the cycle, but doesn’t really have the skills to
end it. Rarely goes for the kill, instead often extends the play with a simple pass to the point or a pass back to the depth. When
he gets off the perimeter, it’s usually without the puck when he goes to the net-front to screen and look for rebounds. That’s
arguably his most projectable skill in the OZ (the net-front play). Combining that with an above-average release (can shoot from
both feet, good pop behind the release, can reasonable beat goalies clean from mid-range), he could reasonably score decently
well in the NHL in a complementary role. | just don’t think the offensive skill is that high ultimately, even if the tools are good to
great pretty much across the board. Very hard to see a scenario where he doesn't become an NHLer, but there are bets with
more upside available in the first half of the draft.

Lassi Alanen: February 28th, 2023 - AIK vs. Vasterviks IK - HockeyAllsvenskan

No points for Dvorsky, but this was among the more productive viewings at the pro level offensively. Rang the post with a really
nice wrister off the rush. The mechanics behind Dvorsky’s shot are really good, bolstering his argument as a potential off-puck
scorer in the NHL. If he gets space in the slot, he can beat goalies clean from either leg. He did end up setting up a high-danger
look, too, with a pretty crafty pass in tight from a situation where hed have usually went for a shot himself. Physical skills very
evident on retrievals; he’s already very effective at those, managing to retrieve his own dump-in a couple of times to establish
Oz pressure. Still not a high-end creator, but a safe pick who has a high probability of playing games in a decent role, even if
he’s not going to be a primary driver.
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Jimmy Hamrin: February 25th, 2023 - Almtuna vs AIK - J20 Nationell

This was a game where Dvorsky got every opportunity to show off his skillset. He had the puck a lot, scored three goals

and created a ton of chances. He carried the puck through both exits and entries. He showed good awareness of space and
could open up space with a pass inside the blue line. He often took the lane through the middle using good crossover skating
technique to generate speed. The biggest downside of his skillset to me is an inability to vary his pace and energy with the
puck. If he skates at full speed and the space in front of him shrinks he can’t just slow down or turn to open up more space like
elite NHL players do. He needs to find a good pass option or he will lose the puck. He will never be fast enough to beat players
with just speed either.

A big strength is his awareness of space in small areas when he isn’t skating at full speed. He thinks the game ahead of
opponents with pre scanning and knows where his teammates are and what the best play ahead is. He is also smarter than

his opponents (and teammates) at this level to position himself to be an easy playable option for his teammates. | like how he is
always scanning and understanding where the game is heading. His manipulating skills depend on how much energy he needs
to use in his skating. His puck skills are less impressive at high speed, but in power play situations he shows an understanding
and ability to manipulate.His competitiveness and work ethic are worthy of recognition as well. He is a strong player for AIK in all
situations and all three zones in this game.

Marek Novotny: February 22nd, 2023 - AIK vs Djurgarden - HockeyAllsvenskan

Terrible performance by Dvorsky. He was on the ice for three of the opponent’s mines, one push was enough to protect the
puck and he lost his balance and subsequently possession of the puck. He wasn’t able to properly keep the puck in the
offensive zone, but what | have to give him credit for is that | liked how involved he was in the play and his constant effort to
forecheck and disrupt passing lanes. Two-way center, in my eyes, to the third line in the NHL.

Cam Robinson: February 17th, 2023 - AIK vs Vasteras - HockeyAllsvenskan

A strong two-way showing in this one. Dvorsky was really keeping his moving in all three zones. He was quick on the forecheck,
worked hard on the back check, closed out on the defenders at the top of the defensive end. Overall, his work along the wall
was really strong. He plucked pucks, he lifted sticks, he took a step back from a crowd and would snake the puck and turn

it into a clean exit. While he really doesn’'t flash much in the way of creative playmaking, he connects on a ton of passes -
especially while transporting through the neutral zone. There was a backhand saucer, aerial pass while carrying it with speed
before driving the middle lane that was particularly nice. He buried one at the net front by lurking for space and timed his
ascent to the low slot perfectly to receive and get it up top in a hurry from in close. Had another tough angle attempt that just
about found the tiny window. Strong game.

J.D. Burke: February 15th, 2023 - AIK vs. Ostersunds - HockeyAllsvenskan

| would characterize this as a strong showing from Dvorsky, but | remain unconvinced of his offensive upside. Increasingly, |

see a player with high-end details and supporting instincts but lacking the high-end tools and fe